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“As every season seems best to us in its turn, so the 
coming in of spring is like the creation of Cosmos out 
of Chaos and the realization of the Golden Age. One 
attraction in coming to the woods to live was that 
I should have leisure and opportunity to see the 
spring come in.” - Henry David Thoreau
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interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.

Our Mission
The National Association 
for Interpretation (NAI). 
mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence 
to advance heritage 
interpretation as a 
profession.

Visit: interpnet.com for 
more information on NAI.

About The Naturalist
The Naturalist is published quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of NAI. It is published on each equinox and 
solstice. 
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Get Involved!
If you are in the Northwest Region 
and you are good at networking, 
we need your help. You can help 
gather newsletter content such as 
news, articles, and photos from 
your Region. Contact John Miller 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.

Meet the Team
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Where did the winter (in 
North America) go?  In many 
areas, it didn’t seem like 
winter really showed up, 
while in others—whoa boy!  
I am hoping to go skiing in 
the western US next week, 
and I don’t think I will be able 
to see out of the window 
of the first-floor condo we 
are renting.  I’m not sure 

we could see out of the 
windows even if we were on 
the second floor.  There is so 
much snow!  Even my “I wish 
I could ski every day” spouse 
said the other day that it was 
just too much.  But, he will be 
enjoying skiing through much 
of the summer, I think.  Lucky 
him!

I have heard a few comments, 
as we always do, about the 
snow and how it means 
that we can’t possibly be 
in the middle of all of this 
“climate change (aka Global 
Warming) stuff everyone is 
talking about.”  Of course, 
as naturalists, many of us 
know that large swings in 
temperature and precipitation 
are very typical of what 
science describes as climate 

change.  I hope that we are 
all using every opportunity 
in our naturalist lives to help 
educate our visitors, friends 
and family on this type of 
thing (when we can safely do 
so)—this is prime Interpretive 
Naturalist territory!  Do your 
thing!  :) 

I was also recently invited to 
participate in my agency’s 
strategic planning session for 
engaging with communities, 
including interpretation and 
education.  What a fantastic 
opportunity!  I learned some 
new things, worked with 
some great colleagues, and 
came away from the session 
with a new hope for the 
future of interpretation and 
education.  I hope that some 
(well, many) of you will also 

From From 
the Trailthe Trail

Director Corner
Mary Loan
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have an opportunity to help 
guide our interpretation 
through a similar planning 
session.  But, even if you 
aren’t invited to a formal 
planning session like I was 
fortunate enough to attend, 
I want you to know that 
you are helping to guide 
interpretation for the future 
through your everyday 
activities.  You ARE making 

a difference, and I want you 
all to know it.  Thank you 
for what you are doing for 
your site, your visitors, your 
profession.  It is noticed and 
appreciated.

Do you want to share your 
interpretive knowledge with 
other naturalists?  Keep an 
eye out for information on 
our Virtual Workshop.  The 

call for presentations will 
soon be out and we are 
looking forward to another 
great gathering of interpretive 
minds.  If you aren’t able to 
present, you could record 
a virtual field trip for our 
attendees.  And we would 
love to see all of you attend 
the workshop in August.  It’s 
a great way to interact with 
other interpretive naturalists 
across the world and will be a 
lot of fun.  I hope to see you 
there!

-Mary

2022 Virtual Conference Screenshot

Expertise Directory Reminder
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/Interest Directory by getting 
more section members to send us their information. Remember, this is completely voluntary. 
We encourage you to participate in the development of this directory because it will be an 
effective way to build professional connections with your fellow Interpretive Naturalist Section 
members.
Our goal is to have at least 10% of our membership (that would be roughly 100 people) send 
their contact information and a summary of their expertise, specialties, and interests. Once we 
get some critical mass, we will post the list on the section website for members to access. For 
more information, email Lori Spencer at spencerinterp@gmail.com
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Trivia Night Swag Sponsors
Want to share more about your company or organization and offer prizes to our worthy game night winners? Consider 
being a Trivia Night Swag Sponsor. Contact: Monique Thompson, interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com

Trivia Night Line Up

April

What is Trivia Night?
Trivia Night is a fun and refreshing way to interact with your fellow interpreters over nature-related presentations and 
trivia. This reoccurring event is conducted on the FIRST THURSDAY of each month. The event starts off with a 15 to 
20-minute presentation and is followed by nature trivia. The highest scoring participants each evening receive fun swag 
from our Section leaders.

The best part is that by signing up through NAI and participating, you receive ½ hour of continuing education credits 
(CECs) towards your NAI recertification. If you have any questions about the IN Section Trivia night, please contact us at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com

April 6, 2023
5:00pm Pacific Time

African American 
Influence on Parks 
through the CCC
Cynthia Coss 

Come and learn about the CCC and 
the influence this federal program 
had on the state parks. We will look 
at how the “boys” helped to develop 
state parks all over the United 
States and honor the forgotten or 
left behind legacy of the African 
American influence that helped 
to build our parks. Cynthia is the 
boating education instructor for 
the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources in Columbus OH.

May June

2023 Trivia Night Presenters Needed
Consider giving a 15 to 20-minute presentation about any aspect of nature. We would love to put you on the 2023 
schedule. This is a great way to gain more experience and introduce yourself to our amazing IN Section members. 
Contact us at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com for more information.

Trivia Night!

May 4, 2023
5:00pm Pacific Time

Calls of the Wild
Griffin Bray 

Making noise on 
nature trails is generally frowned 
upon, but sometimes it’s just what 
you need to make interesting 
wildlife encounters happen! Lend 
us your ears as we explore the 
world of interpretive noisemaking, 
including tips, tricks, techniques, 
and ethical best practices. Griffin is a 
graduate student at the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point and is with 
the Schmeeckle Reserve.

June 1, 2023
5:00pm Pacific Time

Clear as Coal: A 
History Buried in 
the Mountains
Celine Nash

Dickson City, located in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, was once a booming 
coal town. Exploring the area, 
there are remnants of the mines 
visible all around. We will discuss 
the natural and cultural history of 
the area and the ramifications of 
the coal industry. Celine Nash (She/
They) is a Parks and Forest graduate 
of Unity College. Having studied 
interpretation, Celine has worked as 
a dendrological/foraging guide, and 
a ghost tour guide in Salem, MA.

?? ? ?? ?
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What to Know Now:
• If you have attended the past virtual conferences, 

make sure your WHOVA account is installed on 
your device.

• Early registration begins first week of June 2023 
through the NAI Conference Page.

• Apply for one of FOUR registration scholarships 
with a deadline of May 1, 2023 through the IN 
Section Scholarship Webpage.

Need more reason (or justification) to attend? 
Here are the “Top 5” Reasons to Attend the IN 
Section Virtual Conference:
1. Meet and network with other members with no 

travel involved and low registration rate of $100 
or $80 for students, seasonals, volunteers, and 
retired interpreters. 

2. Gather news and Information from keynote 
presenters, NAI Executive Director, Board 
Members, NAI staff, IN Section Officers, virtual 
field trips, and sessions presented by members.

3. Get 18 Credit Hours towards Recertification!  
4. Try another fun “Out on A Limb” Quiz with the 

chance to win a fabulous prize!
5. View all sessions and field trips for up to 90 days 

after the event!

Mark Your Calendars for our virtual conference! 
The conference committee is so excited to offer our members this third annual 

virtual conference!

August 9-10, 2023
Theme: Nature Can Be Found in Unexpected Places
This year’s virtual conference will be 2 half days (9am-3pm; Central Time) of engaging presentations and virtual 
field trips on the WHOVA platform from passionate interpreters.

Want to make sure we have amazing presentations? Then consider giving a presentation for the 2023 IN 
Section’s Virtual Conference by going to: Virtual Presenter Link. 

Want to share the story of your site or facility? Then consider creating a virtual field trip for the 2023 IN 
Section’s Virtual Conference by going to Field Trip Link.

?
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Get funding to attend the Interpretive Naturalist Virtual Conference!
All members of the NAI Interpretive Naturalist (IN) Section are invited to 
apply for one of four scholarships to cover registration to the Interpretive 
Naturalist Virtual Conference taking place via the Whova app August 
9-10, 2023. The recipients will be chosen based on financial need, desire 
to attend, NAI activity, and appearance and completeness of application. 
These scholarships are open to all members, including students, 
seasonals, volunteers, regular, and life members. Though the regular 
registration rate might be different, that rate will be applied through the 
scholarship. 

Applicants must supply all the information below for consideration, be current members of NAI and the IN 
Section, and able to download (and use) the Whova mobile or web app. Recipients must register for the 
workshop on their own (once their status has been confirmed), and the registration fee will be deducted by 
the national office. The recipients will be recognized at the section meeting (mandatory attendance) during the 
conference and write an article for the section newsletter about their conference experience.

In your application (PDF preferred) include the following information (presentation counts toward total score):
• Name, position, organization, and complete contact information
• Explain your involvement in the field of interpretation
• Explain how attending this workshop will benefit you
• Explain financial need
• A letter of recommendation is allowed, but not mandatory

Selection Procedure and Timetable

Inquiries
Inquiries and scholarship applications should be directed to:

Lori Spencer, Scholarship Chair 
(479) 438-3253
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
Please put “IN section scholarship” in the subject line. Must be postmarked by Friday, June 15.

Conference Scholarship

Procedure Deadline
Applications emailed to Scholarship Chair May 1, 2023
Scholarship Committee reviews applications May 2023
Recipient notified by Scholarship Chair June 2023
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Thomas Say
Being an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required 
skill, intelligence, determination, 
support, and some luck. Self-
taught naturalist Thomas Say 
(1787-1834), who identified 
more than 1,500 species of 
insects and animals unique to 
North America (including the 
coyote), was one of these brave 
naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This 
award program is named in his 
honor, as are numerous species 
such as Say’s phoebe, Sayornis 
saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science.

The Thomas Say Awards 

Program strives to honor 
naturalists who have 
demonstrated the highest 
accomplishments of our 
profession and have inspired 
greater understanding, 
awareness, and stewardship of 
our natural resources.

These awards of excellence not 
only provide much deserved 
recognition for our fellow 
section members, but they 
also bring to the attention 
of administrators that they 
have outstanding employees, 
whose abilities and talents are 
recognized by other outside 
professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it 
helps sway agencies and their 
budgets to be able to send 
these award recipients to the 
conference to receive the award 
in front of their peers.

 It is now YOUR turn to make the 
effort and nominate someone 
(or something). The awards 
will be given during the annual 
section meeting at the NAI 
National Conference in Little 
Rock, AR. November 7-11, 2023. 

Detailed information about each 

award is available by clicking the 
links below (Note that the 2022 
forms are valid for 2023). Please 
take the time to nominate 
someone deserving today. All 
nominees must be current 
members of the NAI Interpretive 
Naturalist Section.

The award categories are as 
follows:
Award of Excellence- Individual 
Program or Event
Outstanding Publication 
Outstanding Site or Organization

Deadline for nominations is August 
30, 2023

Thomas Say Awards Program
Deadline: August 30, 2023
Nominations for the 2023 Thomas Say Awards Program are open. 
Please nominate a deserving person, program, publication, or site today!

Peter Stobie (L) receiving the 2022 
Outstanding Naturalist award from IN 
Section Director Mary Loan in Cleve-
land OH.
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Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all sorts of unique paths to this career. 
Our “Faces of NAI” video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, career paths, and 
interests represented in the field of interpretation. 
To see yourself featured in this series, which will be shared on social media and the NAI 
website, please send your video according to the following parameters to 
pcaputo@interpnet.com. Duration: 2 minutes Format: Digital video file such 
as .WMV, .MOV, and .MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 
horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects of wind on 
audio!)

Please include the following:
Your name, title, and place of work
How you got into interpretation
What the field has meant to you
Anything else that makes your story unique!

Tell Your Story

The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to 
highlight your story and your work! Each month, our 
Instagram account features an Interpretive Naturalist 
of the Month. Want to be our IN of the month? Email 
3-4 photos and a brief bio: how you decided to go into 
the field, your favorite interpretive place or program, 
hopes for the future, and anything else you’d like to 
share to Sabrina Deschamps or Kathryn Borowicz at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.

Instagram Account

Hint:  Some amphibians deposit these ‘packets’ on a 
submerged oak leaf in many ephemeral ponds across 
North America in the spring. Find the answer on page 17.

What is it?!
Follow us at @naiinterpretivenaturalist

Get Involved!
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The story of the name of the 
mountain range that separates 
California and Nevada is riddled 
with misconceptions and 
mispronunciations. Many people 
refer to the area as the Sierra 
Nevadas or the Sierras, but this 
needs to be corrected. 

In 1776 the same year that 
this nation was born, so was, 
the already plural name, Sierra 
Nevada; Padre Pedro Font named 
the range Sierra Nevada, which 
means “snow-covered mountains” 
in Spanish. For many years it 
had lived up to its name. The 
Sierra historically is blanketed in 
snow through the winter months 
providing much of the water 
for the state of California and 
therefore feeding not only farms 
and people but also the state and 
economy. The crops that are fed 
by the Sierra snowpack are then 
sent throughout the world. In fact, 
90% of the world’s almonds are 
grown in the state of California 

with the snowpack from this 
mountain range. If you’re eating 
an almond or drinking almond 
milk in your coffee right now you 
have the Sierra Nevada snowpack 
to thank.  

However, despite its name, Sierra 
Nevada hasn’t lived up to its 
reputation in recent years. In fact, 
over the past 16 years that I have 
called this range home, it has 
been a slow and steady decline in 
the snowpack. The long-standing 
Yosemite snow surveys back this 
claim showing more rain hitting 
the Sierra rather than snow. 
This year more than ever 
the Sierra Nevada needed to 
reclaim its namesake! Or, as 
Adonia Ripple the Chief of 
Yosemite Operations has coined 
#makethesierranevadaagain. And 
it did, in a big way! Currently, the 
Sierra Nevada is experiencing one 
of the most massive snow events 
in 50 years. As of March 6, the 
Tuolumne Drainage was measured 

at 186% of average, and Merced 
Drainage was measured at 160% 
of average. This provides relief to 
the drought-stricken state that 
is desperate for reservoirs to fill 
and water supplies to replenish. 
While the future may hold more 
droughts, for now, we can sit back 
and take a drink.

From Snow-Clad Mountains to an 
Essential Environment
By Cory Goehring

Snow on the roof tops
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Spring is a time for discovering 
little joys, and if you find yourself 
hiking through a forest in the 
Eastern U.S., you need only 
look down to find the masters 
of spring in action. They come 
slowly at first, with flowers so 
tiny you’re likely to miss them if 
you’re not looking closely. Soon 
though, the soil will be covered 
with a collection of colors and 
shapes that chase the snow 
away: the spring ephemerals are 
emerging. 

Warding Off Herbivores
As their name suggests, these 
spring-emerging blooms are only 
visible for a short time, but don’t 
let that trick you into thinking 
they’re feeble. These flowers 
are chock full of chemicals and 
connections that make them 
expert springtime survivors. Take 
the sweetly named Dutchman’s 
Breeches, which holds such a 
powerful toxin that it’s been 
known to make even grazing 

cattle stagger, leading to its 
more ominous name: “little blue 
staggers”. 

Surviving the Cold
While poisons can protect 
these flowers from herbivores 
desperate for the first sign of 
green, these plants are also full 
of creative adaptations to survive 
the still freezing temperatures 
of early spring. Many boast 
compounds that act as antifreeze 
to keep their cells from rupturing 
even when coated in a layer of 
snow. Meanwhile, underground, 
many of these plants are forming 
ample connections with fungal 
mycorrhizae to increase the reach 
of their roots, and therefore their 
chances to find melted water 
underground. 

Surviving is not the end goal 
though: like all other living 
creatures, these flowers are 
looking to spread their species.  
When you’re as small as a spring 

ephemeral, you need to get 
creative to cover the forest. Many 
spring ephemerals craft clones 
and recruit miniature armies to 
cover our forests in blooms.

A Forest Full of Clones
If you’ve seen one trout lily, it’s 
likely that you’ve seen many. 
These flowers tend to form 
patches of blooms, sometimes 
covering hills. While they do 

Masters of Spring
Visuals and Article by Tess Renusch

What is a Spring 
Ephemeral?
This title refers to 
a wide variety of 
woodland plant species 
that emerge in early 
to mid-spring. They’re 
categorized mostly 
by their growing 
pattern of quickly 
emerging, blooming, 
and producing seed 
before their above-
ground portion withers. 
While their time above 
ground is short, these 
plants are perennial and 
survive underground for 
most of the year. Some 
species can survive 

for upwards of 25 
years!
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produce seeds, their primary 
form of reproduction lies in 
cloning. Large patches of these 
charming flowers are frequently 
genetically identical clones! 

Recruiting an Army
Cloning is not the only way to 
spread, though. If you peer 
closely at a bloodroot seed, you’ll 
see it features a large protrusion 
of white on an otherwise red 
seed. This little attachment is 
called an elaiosome: a glob of fat 
and protein that makes a great 
meal for our local ants. This small 
army of ants grabs hold of the 
elaiosome, and dutifully marches 
it back to the colony where the 
fatty globule is eaten, and the 
seed “tossed” into their trash 
pile. It’s a clever way to plant a 
seed, but one with limitations.

Whether they travel by cloning or 
recruiting an ant army, spreading 
is slow for these springtime 

species. Cloning can only happen 
adjacent to the original plant, 
making covering any length of 
distance painfully slow work. 
Similarly, the ant-dispersed 
seeds struggle too. Unlike birds 
or mammals, the ant’s travel 
distance is confined to a small 
area. Once these special plants 
are removed or crowded out 
of an ecosystem, it could be 
centuries before their natural 
spreading techniques bring them 
back. 

Luckily, you can join the army of 
seed spreaders. Like the ants, you 
can source local spring ephemeral 
seeds and plant them in your 
woodland area! How else can you 
support these incredible plants? 
See below! 

Dutchman’s Breeches or “Little Blue Stagger” in bloom

Ways to help spring ephemerals:
• Remove invasives. Honeysuckle, 

winter creeper, lesser celandine, 
and others can shade out, crowd, 
and limit the growth of our native 
spring ephemerals. 

• Leave the blooms on the plants. 
We love to bring beautiful things 
home with us, but these blooms 
are often years in the making! 
By plucking one for ourselves, it 
could be another 8 years before 
the plant gets to flower and go to 
seed. 

• Share your knowledge with 
others. These flowers are full of 
stories, ethnobotanical histories, 
and biological wonders. They 
are ripe with interpretive fodder 
and a great focus for your next 
springtime guided hike!

 Page 12    Winter 2022  |  naiinsection.wordpress.com 



Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of duty? We are 
looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a monthly basis. The NAI Shining 
Star Award will highlight the amazing interpretive work being done by members, like you, all 
across NAI.
This award is meant to highlight winners’ efforts to the NAI interpretive community as well as 
the winners’ supervisors and coworkers. To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award 
email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following 
information:

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and 
work phone).

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties.
• Example(s) of how the nominee’s action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, 

or NAI.
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards.

NAI Shining Star Award 

Santa Fe Botanical Garden is excited to have The Moth Project 
perform in the Garden Saturday, September 16th. After being inspired 
by the breathtaking performance of Peter Kiesewalter’s The Moth 
Project at NAI national conference in Cleveland, OH, Christie Collins, 
Education and Interpretation Director, knew they’d be a perfect fit for 
a performance at the Santa Fe Botanical Garden.

Peter is looking for other interpretive sites to visit to perform his 
innovative show. If you weren’t able to attend the national conference 
last November or didn’t have time to see them, you can check out 
their information below. 

If you’re interested in booking The Moth Project for your site, 
information is included. 

The Moth Project

Contact Information
info@mothprojectlive.com
646-498-6339
www.mothprojectlive.com
Instagram: @mothprojectlive
Facebook: Mothprojectlive

By Christie Collins
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Nature Photos
Photos by John Miller

Cooper Creek Waterfall in Branson MO Hatchling Bluebirds at Shepherd of the Hills 
Hatchery in Taney County, MO

Mallard duck doing yoga on log at Table Rock Lake 
in MO

Young raccoon at Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery in 
Taney County, MO

We invite you to share your nature photos for upcoming newsletters. Send them to 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.
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Photos by Joseph Gerans

Nature Photos

We invite you to share your nature photos for upcoming newsletters. Send them to 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.
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For about 5 years or so, I have 
elected to spend a few hours on 
what is normally be considered 
ideal for hypothermia. Come April,  
I await the email that the weather 
conditions are perfect for my 
donning my raingear and safety 
vest,  snagging my headlamp and 
flashlight and heading out to my 
designated road for the annual Big 
Night Amphibian Crossing Count. 

Here in Maine, Big Night is 
coordinated by Greg LeClair, 
a former student of mine at 
Unity College 

and now a PhD Student at the 
University of Maine in Orono. 
He coordinates hundreds of 
volunteers who head out to 
road crossings across the state 
to count the amphibians that 
are making the trek to their 
breeding spots. Along the way, 
making a difference in helping 
more of the succeed in surviving 
the night. Cool temps and damp 
(my best night ever was when it 
was hovering around 52 degrees 
and it was misty) make for idea 
conditions. 

This is a great example 
of community science in 
action. And in Maine, Greg 
is collecting some amazing 
data and showing some very 
challenging times ahead for 
the salamanders, frogs and 
toads.   But this is not just a 
project here in Maine. Big 
Night is celebrated across 
the county. It can be a 
challenge to coordinate as 

it is so weather dependent and of 
course participant safety on dark, 
wet evenings is a paramount. 
But it is a truly meaningful 
experiences for all

To learn more about Big Night in 
Maine
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/bignightmaine/

In New England and beyond
https://www.massaudubon.org/
learn/nature-wildlife/reptiles-
amphibians/salamanders/big-
night

https://www.nhaudubon.
org/?s=Big+night

Big Night in New England  
By Tom Mullin

Red Eft
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What Is It? (ANSWER)
By John Miller

This sperm packet (shown as 
the actual size on the leaf) 
was deposited in an unusual 
ephemeral pond. Many species of 
salamanders including mole and 
tiger salamanders and axolotls 
(genus Ambystoma genus) fertilize 
their eggs without direct male-
female contact. The male spotted 
salamanders (pictured) dozens of 
gelatinous sperm packets on leaves 
and sticks submerged in the pond. 
They then retreated out of the pond 
and back into the leaf litter, soil, and 
under rocks. A few nights later, the 
females arrived in mass during a 
rainy night. The females randomly 
picked up the sperm packets with 
their cloaca and in the process 
of releasing the eggs, the sperm 
contacts each egg. The female 
carefully eggs attached 
the eggs 

onto submerged leaves or 
branches.

What happened next 
were two amazing 
transformations. First 
was immediate. The 
tiny eggs, coated with a 
thin absorbent coating, 
began to absorb water. 
The original thumbnail 
sized cluster swelled to 
5 or 6 times or the size 
of a tennis ball.
90% of the egg mass 
(pictured) contains water to 
protect the eggs as they develop. 
An apparent problem has now 
been created. The outer eggs 
can easily absorb oxygen from 
the surrounding water, but not so 
easy for those eggs in the center 
of the embedded eggs. Thanks to 
a very unusual algae, the second 
transformation took place. Oophila 
amblystomatis (Latin for “loves 
salamander eggs”), commonly 
known as salamander algae, is 
a species of single-celled green 
algae. In a unique symbiotic 
relationship, this alga ONLY 
grows in the eggs of spotted 
salamanders, Ambystoma 
maculatum. Inside the egg 
mass, the algae metabolize 
carbon dioxide produced 

by the embryo and in return 
provides the eggs and developing 
larvae with oxygen. 

So, what was so unique about 
this ephemeral pond? It was an 

unwelcome 10-foot diameter 
satellite dish (pictured with ice on 

top) 
left over from the 

previous home owner. 20 years ago, 
my wife and I buried it into a hillside 
in the ‘hopes’ that amphibians and 
reptiles would accept it. Needless 
to say, “bury it and they will come” 
has come to fruition and has yielded 
generations of salamanders, toads, 
frogs, and insects. So, embrace the 
unwanted items and transform them 
into something that can benefit 
nature for years.
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