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“There is a pleasure in the pathless woods,  
There is a rapture on the lonely shore, 
There is society, where none intrudes, 
By the deep sea, and music in its roar: 
I love not man the less, but Nature more.” 

— Lord Byron 

  
Your content is welcome anytime. Send any articles,  
poems, photos, news to Newsletter Editor,  
John Miller at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 
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The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the 
National Association for 
Interpretation (NAI). It is 
published on each equinox and 
solstice.  
Articles are welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage 
interpretation as a profession. 
Visit: interpnet.com for more 
information. 

Sierra Pacific (Region 9) 
Representatives Needed 
 

Northwest (Region 10) 
Laura Busby 
fauna46@yahoo.com  
 

We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be 
a representative for your region! 
 

Heartland (Region 5) 
Christy Graser 
cgraser@fvpd.net  
 

South Central (Region 6) 
Lari Jo Edwards 
yourinnernaturalist@gmail.com 
 

Four Corners (Region 7) 
Representatives Needed 
 

Wild West (Region 8) 
Crystal DeSoto 
cjdesoto@gmail.com 
 
 

Northeast ( Region 1) 
Tom Mullin 
tom.d.mullin@gmail.com 

 

Chesapeake (Region 2) 
Jodi Bucknam 
jodibucknam@yahoo.com 
 

Sunny Southeast (Region 3) 
Rhana Paris    
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com  
 

Great Lakes (Region 4) 
Julie Gee 
julie.gee@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

Jennifer DuBey 
dubeyjennifer01@gmail.com 
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  Section Director Mary Loan 
 

s I write this, we are approaching the first official 
day of summer in the northern hemisphere, and 
the weather has been all…well, weird.  There has 

been lots of snow in the Denver metro area in late 
May—my poor tomato plant didn’t make it, 
unfortunately.  This was followed by really warm 
temperatures and then a cool down with a lot of rain 
(for us).  It’s very hot in the Southwest United States, 
with large fires burning for weeks on end.  Much of the 
western United States is facing the second year in a row 
(at least) of extreme drought.  Yellowstone National 
Park just had to close—the entire park!!—because of 
extreme flooding that has destroyed roads into the park 
on both ends along with bridges and employee housing.  
In Australia and New Zealand, there are huge 
snowstorms—great for skiing/snowboarding, but not so 
much for getting around. 
   We have heard for years about climate change, and 
what can be done about it.  I know there are many who 
think that it is too late, that we missed our chance, so to 
speak, to “fix it”, and they may be right, from a certain 
point of view.  But I think that we, as interpreters, can 
do something about it.  The first thing we can do is raise 
awareness about the changes we are seeing and help 
our visitors and the public at large understand what is 
actually happening.  And, to help them to care about it.  
Because what do we do when we interpret?  In many 
ways we bring an emotional response to an individual 
and help them to want to make a difference.  I know 
that climate change is a tough topic—there are a lot of 
challenges getting people to understand and care about 
such a “big picture” idea, but I also know that as 
interpreters we are uniquely situated to be that 
difference-maker.  I think now is our time do shine in 
this area.  And I know that we are already doing so—
thank you! 
   So, I would love to hear from you:  what are your 
favorite ways to interpret climate/climate change, our            

                                      environment, and the natural        
                                      world around us?  How do you 
“get people to care”?  If you have a great program or 
tool, let us know.  You can send us ideas to be printed in 
the next newsletter.  Or share on our Facebook or 
Instagram pages.  And keep sharing that knowledge 
with our visitors—what interpreters have to say is really 
important in all ways, but especially with this topic. 
   And—if you have a great program or ideas, consider 
sharing those with your fellow interpreters at our 
Interpretive Naturalist Virtual Workshop that will be 
held August 9th through 11th.  We are looking for 
presenters to share tips, tricks, and knowledge on all 
kinds of topics and we would love to see yours.  See 
page 6 for information on how to submit a presentation 
proposal.  We still have lots of room available for them 
in our workshop.   
   We are also looking for virtual field trips, and we 
would love to see your visitor center or scenic area or 
whatever other special place you would like to share 
with other interpreters.  Again, more information can be 
found in this newsletter. 
  And, to help convince you to enter a proposal (not that 
you need it, though…right?), we are giving away two 
$25 Acorn Naturalist gift certificates:  one to a session 
presenter and one to a virtual field trip presenter.  They 
will be chosen randomly from all proposals—but get 
them in quick! 
   To close, I just want to wish you all a very pleasant 
summer or winter for those in the Southern 
Hemisphere!  This can be a tough time for all of us, with 
lots of visitation and as we have already seen this year, 
many unforeseen circumstances that we must deal 
with, often on an emergency basis.  But don’t forget to 
take time for yourselves and have some fun; whether at 
work or outside of work.   

You are our most valuable resource!     Mary    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A 

From the Trail 

Return to Table of Contents 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/Interest Directory by getting more section members to 
send us their information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary.  We encourage you to participate in the 
development of this directory because it will be an effective way to build professional connections with your fellow 
Interpretive Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our membership (that would be roughly 100 people) send their contact information 

and a summary of their expertise, specialties, and interests. Once we get some critical mass, we will post the list on the 

section website for members to access. For more information, email Lori Spencer at spencerinterp@gmail.com 
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 Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month, Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 
Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit.  
NEW! Starting with the April Trivia Night, registration will be done through the NAI website. This will allow NAI to keep track 
of your CE credits without having to fill out any paperwork or emailing. Special “Thank You” to our recent speakers: Milward 
Simpson (January) and Jay Schneider (February), and Nikki Julien (March).  
 

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weaver.docx

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Instagram Account:  Interpretive Naturalist of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and your work! Each week, 
our Instagram account features our IN of the Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, your favorite 
interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, and anything else you'd like to share 
to Sabrina Deschamps or Kathryn Borowicz at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 7, & 9 
If you are in the Four Corners or Sierra Pacific Region and 
you are good at networking, we need your help. You can 
help gather newsletter content such as news, articles, and 
photos from your Region. Contact John Miller 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization 
and offer prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider 
being a Trivia Night Swag Sponsor. Contact: Monique 
Thompson, interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

July 7th         
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Michael Hawk & 
Dr. Merav Vonshak  
Using iNaturalist to Drive 

Conservation and Connection 
  

Michael Hawk (Nature’s Archive) & Dr. 
Merav Vonshak (owner/founder of 
BioBlitz.club) will our speakers. iNaturalist-
based BioBlitz events offer flexibility and 
engagement that can be customized to align 
with almost any conservation or educational 
goal. The iNaturalist platform combines 
advanced technology with a community 
participation model to help people identify 
and learn about the organisms they see. And 
best of all, it’s free! 
   In this presentation, you will learn how to 
use iNaturalist to construct virtual and in-
person events. And more importantly, you’ll 
learn about some creative ways that 
organizations have used these events to 
drive interest in a cause or program, connect 
people, and contribute to community 
science. You’ll see that such events can be 
long or short, specific or broad, one-time or 
repeated, all depending on your 
organization's goals. This presentation will be 
full of practical examples and best practices. 

August  
NONE 

Due to the IN Section Virtual 
Conference in early August, we will 
not host a Trivia Night in August. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Return to Table of Contents 

September 1st  
 

8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm Pacific                            

Melissa Blank                               
Theobroma cacao 

Melissa Blank, Assistant Site 
Superintendent at the Nathan and 
Olive Boone Homestead State 
Historic Site in SW Missouri, will be 
our speaker.  
Theobroma cacao. Those two words 
identify one of the most unique trees 
in the entire world. Join Food 
Historian, Melissa Blank as she 
introduces the history of one of the 
longest domesticated plants in 
human history and the worldwide 
obsession that chocolate holds 
through present day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS IT? 

Hint: This animal produces a 

highly repetitious call that is 

commonly heard on summer 

nights across much of North 

America. Answer is on page 15. 

Credit: American Bird Conservancy 
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Register HERE through NAI 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interpretive Naturalist 

Section Virtual Conference 

August 9-11, 2022 

 

 

 

Need more reason (or justification) to attend? Here are the “Top 6” Reasons to 

Attend the NAI IN Section Virtual Conference, hosted on the WHOVA platform: 

1) 3 Half Days (9am-3pm Central Time) of presentations (Keynotes, NAI Executive Director, NAI 
Staff, and passionate interpreters) and virtual field trips presented by Section Members. 

2) Keynote Speakers include Pete Stobie (Wisconsin) and the group Still on the Hill (Arkansas) 
3) A chance to with meet and network with other members with no travel involved and low ‘early 

bird’ registration rate of $60*. Discounted rate of $50* for students, seasonals, volunteers, and 
retired interpreters. *Based on your current NAI membership status. 

4) 20 hours of NAI recertification credit. 
5) “Out on A Limb” Interpreters Quiz with a prize for the top winner! 
6) All sessions and virtual field trips will be recorded and available for viewing for 90 Days. 

This allows you to see all sessions even if you can’t attend in real time. 
 

Theme:   Let Nature’s Stories Inspire Your Interpretation 

 

 

Please note BEFORE you register! 

1. If you can’t attend the conference in “real time” but want to get the credit and view 

everything, register and create a WHOVA account when prompted via an email from the 

registration chair. Then you can simply log in afterward and view everything. You cannot 

register after the conference is over to view recordings. If already have a WHOVA account, 

you should be able to get back in again.  

2. When you are ready to register, think about the email address you want to use. Don’t let 

your agency’s firewall get in your way! If you need to use your personal email, please do so 

when you register. It will save you a headache later. If you do use a different email address 

than is associated with your NAI membership account, you may be asked additional 

questions. 

3. Early bird registration ends August 1. After August 1, the registration fee increases $5, and 

registration closes the first day of the conference, August 9.  

4. Cancellation Policy: Due to the virtual nature and extended viewing opportunity of this 

conference, there is no registration cancellation. 

Return to Table of Contents 

https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/nai/_events/Registration_Folder/comm_display.aspx?EventKey=IN_2022&OrderLineId=2ab2e91b-08aa-40cd-90c0-80f0f318d6c4
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ant two chances for a $25 gift card from Acorn Naturalist? 
Then submit a proposal for a conference presentation or 
virtual field trip. All prior submissions and those received by 

June 30, 2022, will be eligible for the $25 gift card. There will be two drawings and two 

separate prizes: one for presentation submissions and one for field trip submissions.  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
We hope that you will share your nature knowledge and passion by being a presenter at 
this summer’s Virtual Conference opportunities include both 45-minute and 90-minute 
presentations. 
Tracks Include: 

➢ Digital Discovery  
➢ Environmental Education     
➢ Fine Arts Interpretation  
➢ Fitness for Interpreters and Visitors  

➢ JEDAI (Justice, Equity, Diversity, Accessibility, & Inclusion) 
➢ Leadership         
➢ Sustainability  

 
The Google Forms Link for Presentations is: 
Interpretive Naturalist Section Virtual Conference Call for Papers (google.com) 
To receive a PDF version of the Call for Papers form, email: interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

 

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS 
We hope that you share the features of your amazing facility/area by creating a 25 to 
30-minute video as a virtual tour. Tours can include special features, focus of interest, 
and how you interpret your natural resources. 
 
The Google Forms Link for Virtual Field Trips is: 
Virtual Field Trip for IN Section Virtual Conference (google.com) 

To receive a PDF version of the Virtual Field Trip form, email: interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

W 

Return to Table of Contents 

Extended Call for Presentations & 

Virtual Field Trips 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfgQmF8jzfnZReTmiYADWwUfmRspr20Xm4DZl6ZyNbPU53t5g/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyGESDmBy4UZgxU8vWKsdf5QQLp1tEuF5rPWZqH3GPgi0b3A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
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eing an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required skill, 

intelligence, determination, support, and 
some luck. Self-taught naturalist Thomas 
Say (1787-1834), who identified more 
than 1,500 species of insects and 
animals unique to North America 
(including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This award 
program is named in his honor, as are 
numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, 
Sayornis saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science. 
 Through this awards program, we strive 
to honor naturalists who demonstrate 
the highest accomplishments of our 
profession and have inspired greater 
understanding, awareness, and 
stewardship of our natural resources. 
Nominees must be NAI Interpretive 
Naturalist Section members. It does take 
a little time to prepare a good 
nomination and put it together with 

accurate information and clear details. 
However, the results last a lifetime.  
   These awards of excellence not only 
provide much deserved recognition for 
our fellow section members, but they 
also bring to the attention of 
administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities 
and talents are recognized by other 
outside professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it helps 
sway agencies and their budgets to be 
able to send these award recipients to 
the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
   It is now YOUR turn to make the effort 

and nominate someone (or something). 

The awards for 2022 are going to be 

given during the annual section meeting 

during the NAI national conference in 

Cleveland, OH. The award nomination 

information can be found at IN Section 

Awards.  Don’t delay too long—the 

deadline for nominations is August 15, 

2022, sent to Awards Chair Lori 

Spencer, spencerinterp@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

B 

Return to Table of Contents 

Thomas Say Awards Program 

2022 NOW OPEN! 
Deadline: August 15, 2022 

 

Return to Main Page 

https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
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Golden Fields 

 By Ranger Steve (Mueller) at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, Cedar Springs, Michigan 
 

he field will soon be gold. Its value exceeds 
that of gold metal. Fields transforms in their 
own way without the aid of a forger pounding 

and engraving gold. Golden fields lift one’s spirits 
and hopes.  
   Unlike the engravings made by metal artisans, 
fields are ever changing to entice us to seek species.  
Currently, yellow and purple coneflowers, pink 
bergamot, blue vervain, white flowering spurge, 
and yellow black-eyed Susan’s dominate in the 
Great Lakes region. Soon an almost solid gold will 
be waving in summer breezes. After weeks of 
drought when plants seemed frozen in time, heavy 
rain soaked deep in this region. Plants greedily took 
every drop possible to quench a long waiting thirst. 
Goldenrods will soon bloom in profusion hosting 
hungry insects with nectar and pollen. Waiting for 
the burst of gold, insects will emerge to feast on 
flowers similar to the mass of mosquitoes that 
followed the rains to feast on us and other animals. 
Butterfly numbers are flourishing with summer 
greening. Monarch numbers are higher this summer 
than in recent years.  
  Goldenrod flower nectar and pollen are more 
essential to life than a person’s quest for gold at the 
end of a rainbow. Like people seeking a pot of gold 
at rainbows end, insects seek the ephemeral gold of 
late summer. Many have their nature niche lives 
timed to its flowering. Bees and other insects are 
already busy visiting current blooms. The western 
drought surely created different scenario. The 
nectar reward is not free. Insects exit flowers with a 
full stomach but are loaded with pollen they carry 
to neighboring flowers and goldenrods.  
   Goldenrod pollen is large and heavy. It does not 
drift on the wind like ragweed pollen. It requires a 
personal carrier to transport it to other flowers. 
When a goldfinch lands on a goldenrod stem in 
search of a tasty insect morsel, it undoubtedly 
knocks loose pollen. Instead of easily drifting on air 
currents to another flower, it falls to the ground.     
A number of tiny ground creeping invertebrates 
consume the manna falling from the heavens.  
   Pollen eating insects are attracted to the flowers 
like people are attracted to “all you can eat at 

restaurants”. Goldenrods like other members of the 
large aster family, produce in excess ensuring pollen 
grains fertilize other flowers. Insects at the 
smorgasbord are the dispersal agents leaving with 
pollen covered bodies. 
   I was told by a honeybee keeper, that members of 
his profession do not appreciate goldenrod. 
Honeybees get rich feeding on goldenrod nectar, 
but the honey produced is bitter. People desire 
sweeter honey like that from spotted knapweed 
that beekeepers like and prefer to call star thistle.  
   The value of gold is in the eye of the beholder. 
Bees are joyous with the concentrated fields of 
gold. Honey connoisseurs are dismayed. I am 
pleased with the variety of creatures found among 
goldenrods. Monarch’s golden orange glides 
gloriously over fields bringing joy. Pearl Crescents 
stand on flowers allowing us to see the silver pearl 
adorning its hindwing. The pearl is surrounded by 
the butterfly’s own version of muted gold.  
   Walk through a field of goldenrod and return 
home with stories to share at the dinner table 
before they are lost like nighttime dreams 
vaporizing with the breaking of dawn. Personal 
stories create meaningful interpretation.  
   Soldier beetles with gold and black wings find the 
massive flower heads perfect beds for copulation. 
Net-winged beetles have their own version of gold 
and black on differently shaped wing elytra, where 
the tail end of wings widens to create a triangular 
appearance.  
   It is always good to have a field guide at the ready 
to help identify unknowns. Many people find cell 
phone photos useful. Increasingly, apps can narrow 
an identification search to a few likely flowers or 
insects in a manner like facial recognition programs. 
Many of us are more comfortable flipping field 
guide pages to identify flowers and insects. Apps 
are available to capture flower images and provide 
a tentative identification. Explore flower guides 
online or other regional guides to determine the 
exact species. 
 

Send natural history questions or topic suggestions to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook Nature 

Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

 

T 

Goldenrod Plant 
Credit: iStock 

Return to Table of Contents 
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Greetings from Maine!    
As a longtime member of the 
Interpretive Naturalist 
Section, I decided it was time 
for me to step up and 
contribute.  Thanks to John 
Miller and the IN Section 
Leadership team for allowing 
me this opportunity! 
   For my first Notes from the 
Northeast, I want to share 
one of my favorite online 
naturalist email newsletters.  
Mary Holland from Vermont 
offers a free (but also loves 
contributions too) 
subscription to her Naturally 
Curious with Mary Holland 
eblast that chronicles the 
seasons events.  I find her 
newsletter to be timely, 
short but detailed enough 
that I can read it quickly and 
still garner some great tidbits 
of knowledge.  I also find 
that while she is speaking 
from her Vermont home, it is 
still timely and relevant for 
all of us in New England.   
She is the author of 
numerous books and 
contributes to regional 
magazines and newsletters 
regularly.  I often share them 
with my staff to help in their 
ongoing professional 
development as well. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is the post from just after Mother’s Day. Loved it! 
 

inding an animal’s scat 
is usually pretty 
straight forward. The 

shape, size and contents (in 
this case egg-shaped, one-
inch pellets of wood fibers 
resembling sawdust) of scat 
tells you who likely 
deposited it. But the 
location and amount of this 
beaver’s scat is highly 
unusual. 
This pile was discovered on a road that passes between two large 
bodies of water. While beavers are commonplace here, finding 
their scat on dry land is an anomaly. Beavers are known to 
defecate only in water. 
Often you will find beaver scat where they have been working, 
such as in the water right below a dam, but usually there are only 
a handful of pellets, if that —nowhere near the amount in this 
photograph. One can only wonder what might have caused this 
unusual deposit. (Photo by Jody Crosby) 
Naturally Curious is supported by donations. If you choose to 
contribute, you may go to 
http://www.naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com and 
click on the yellow “donate” button. 
 
I would urge anybody from New England or perhaps lovers of the 
New England natural habitats to subscribe and perhaps even 
donate in support of a terrific online resource. 
Easy to subscribe.  Just enter your name at 
https://naturallycuriouswithmaryholland.wordpress.com/about/ 
 
 
Thanks and till next time….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F 
By Tom Mullin (NE Representative) and Mary Holland from Vermont 

Return to Table of Contents 

Notes from the Northeast:  Beaver Scat Anomaly 

Credit: Jody Crosby 
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     Bert and Ray 
A tribute to a lasting 
friendship and the amazing life 
of a true interpretive OG. 
 

 met Bert and his assistant Walter Starcher at 
their park district's Seiberling Naturealm in 
autumn 1981, when I visited various parks to 

introduce myself to potential employers. I well 
remember the session Bert presented about job 
hunting at my first-ever meeting of the Association 
of Interpretive Naturalists (AIN), hosted by 
Cleveland Metroparks that next September. His 
sage advice: “Why can’t you fry chicken/flip burgers 
while volunteering for a park to build experience?” 
   My hunt a success immediately after, I migrated 
south for my sojourn to The Sunshine State, then 
boomeranged north for grad school at THE OH-IO 
State. A few years after my return to my 
Youngstown, Ohio hometown for my dream job, 
AIN merged with Western Interpreters Association 
to create NAI. I always saw Bert at those workshops 
and conferences. He became a legend for his 
generous bidding at our scholarship auctions.  
   In 2000, NAI gathered in the desert’s corner in 
Tucson, Arizona. Bert and I spent a good deal of 
time together in airports for our long journeys east 
and I learned much more about him. At the same 
time, my “nice thing to do”---
nominating people for awards---
was growing into a hobby (an 
obsession nowadays) and Bert 
eventually became my most 
frequent victim…err…nominee.  
   Chief Naturalist Bert had 
retired from the renamed 
Metroparks, Serving Summit 
County in 1991, shortly after 
turning 70, so he was perfect for 
NAI’s almost-brand- new category: Outstanding 
Senior/Retired Interpreter. After I submitted his 
nomination, NAI informed me he was a member of 
2001’s award committee and thus ineligible. 
Because mine was the sole nomination, that 
category was thus unfortunately not bestowed. My 
comment on my prior two sentences: How do you 
spell F-R-U-S-T-R-A-T-I-O-N? Thankfully, everything 

was rectified the at NAI’s 2002 meeting in Virginia 
Beach. 
   It must have been the next year when I nominated 
Bert for Ohio Biological Survey’s (OBS) brand-new 
Naturalist Award. For reasons unknown to me, OBS 
did not meet for a few years. And then the award 
chair lost the nomination! I had to scramble to 
recreate with little time to spare. I’m thankful that 
OBS chose him in 2004 but disappointed that I was 
not able to attend the meeting in Columbus and 
clap for him. 
   That next spring, I invited Bert to guest lead a hike 
in Mill Creek Park. That was the year of the freak 
early April snowstorm that cancelled our immensely 
popular event: Farm Animal Baby Show. Bert still 
drove from Akron to honor his commitment! And a 
group of non-fair-weather hikers joined him. 
   In 2007, Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR) chose Bert for induction into its Hall of 

Fame! But they had moved the 
ceremony from September to 
November when we would be at 
NAI in Wichita, Kansas. 
Sometime after our return, soon-
to-be 87-year-old Bert drove to 
Columbus (in another 
snowstorm!!!) for a one-on-one 
ceremony with ODNR Director 
Sean Logan. 
   After his retirement, Bert 

continued to volunteer for his agency, rebranded to 
a simpler name: Summit Metroparks. Last I heard, 
he had totaled 7000 hours, so he definitely had 
earned NAI’s Outstanding Interpretive Volunteer for 
our Great Lakes Region (Region 4) and NAI National 
in 2014. At our conference in Denver for the latter, 
he received a tremendous standing ovation.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 

I 

Article and photos by Ray 

Novotny Naturalist Emeritus, 

Mill Creek MetroParks 

Ray Novotny (left) and Bert Szabo (right) 

Director Logan (left) and Bert Szabo (right) 

Return to Table of Contents 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 
 

 
or us amateur 
archaeologists who live 
and breathe protecting 

our pre-contact cultural 
heritage sites, this Childs 
narrative is like free Reese’s 
Peanut Butter cups in a candy 
store.  
   With Childs, it is always 
about his firsthand 
experiences, this book is no 
exception. Written during 
Covid, the trials, and 
tribulations of an unknown 
future is intertwined in this 
story of cultural writings 
across the Colorado Plateau.  
   He starts off with a profound 
quote by William Gibson. 
“Time moves in one direction, 
memory another. We are the 
strange species that 
constructs artifacts intended 
to counter the natural flow of forgetting.” And off 
we go from here, we the benefactors of those 
before us leaving us glimpses of their present. 
   My fascination of ancient handprints on rocks 
started with a 2016 visit to Canyonlands National 
Park. Childs takes me back to kindergarten where 
we traced our hands. He explains it is one gesture 
that makes us humans stand out among all other 
creatures, uniquely ours.  
   In our day and age of quick interpretations, 
checking on email, don’t want to miss happy 

hour, we tend to rush 
through visits to cultural 
sites or in fact anything we 
visit for vacation 
enjoyment. Even those of 
us engaged in the 
preservation of these sites 
tend to rush by, take our 
pictures, did we see any 
graffiti, how much traffic in 
area, any t rash and back 
home to complete our 
paperwork. Childs has 
offered an alternative: 
“Slowing down is what I 
recommend. If you can 
take an hour at a rock art 
panel, take an hour. It may 
astonish you how they 
unpack themselves. If 
you’ve got four days, take 
them. I’ve heard that if two 
strangers stare silently into 

each other’s eye for four straight minutes, they 
will fall in love. You do the math.” 
   In summary, as Childs works his way through 
areas on the Colorado Plateau, the rock writings 
change, his friends come and go, each leaving 
their own thoughts on what is being said by those 
here before us. The book is a treasure trove of 
learned opinions, common sense interpretations 
and meanings passed down through generations 
of ancestors. It is worthy reading. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

F 

Return to Table of Contents 

Tracing Time: Seasons of Rock 

Art on the Colorado Plateau              
By: Craig Childs  

Review by Steve Dudrow CIG 
 

Credit: Amazon.com 
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nalyzing coprolites—the preserved poop of 
people—is dirty, stinky work. But every once 
in a while, it reveals something truly 

surprising. 
   In the case of a new paper in the Journal of 
Archaeological Science, that startling something 
was the fang of a venomous snake, digested by a 
person and left in a rock shelter in what is now 
Texas about 1,500 years ago.  
   Archaeologist Elanor Sonderman, who found the 
fang as part of her graduate work at Texas A&M 
University, wasn’t looking for that particular needle 
in a haystack of prehistoric feces. Rather, she 
wanted to learn more about the indigenous people 
who used the Conejo Shelter, a cave in the Lower 
Pecos canyonlands of Texas, as a latrine. The shelter 
became an archaeological dig in the 1960s before a 
dam project inundated the area with water. 
   Caves in this area held plenty of remarkably 
preserved ancient artifacts, including sandals and 
baskets woven from plant fiber, but the most 
valuable scientific data may come as a surprise to 
non-archaeologists. 
   “It’s the poop,” says Tim Riley, a coprolite expert 
and curator of Utah State University Eastern’s 
Prehistoric Museum who was not involved with the 
research. Coprolites, Riley explains, contain a 
wealth of information: They can reveal more about 
the health of the person who deposited them, and 
the food remnants inside are direct evidence of 
what ancient peoples ate. 
   Analysis of the Conejo Shelter coprolite revealed 
pollen that indicated the person had consumed 
succulents like yucca flowers. The person had also 
eaten what appeared to be a small rodent without 
skinning or cooking—par for the course for people 
in the Lower Pecos at the time. 
   Researchers also analyzed pollen found in the 
coprolite, which revealed that the person also ate 
flowers from the yucca plant. 
   The scales, bones, and fang of a venomous snake 
found in the sample, however, are another story. 
“Pretty much everything else in the coprolite was 
fairly normal for that region,” says Sonderman. “But 

the fang was so weird we knew we had to explore 
what could be going on.” 
   The fang’s hollow center helped the team ID the 
unlucky snake as a member of the Viperidae 
family—most likely a Western diamondback 
rattlesnake or copperhead, both of which are 
common in the region. There weren’t any char 
marks on the scales, which suggest it was eaten 
without cooking. And the sheer number of scales 
suggests the animal was eaten whole. 
   But why? It’s impossible to go back in time and 
ask the coprolite creator, so the researchers delved 
into the history and mythologies of other cultures 
of the area for clues. They found that snakes were 
rarely consumed except in cases of dietary stress—
and even then, they were usually prepared and 
cooked without bones, heads, or fangs. And even 
though snake remains have been found in other 
coprolites from Conejo Shelter, none of them seem 
to have come from a venomous species. 
   Rock art from the same region and time features 
snake-like motifs, and snakes played an important 
role as a gatekeeper to supernatural realms in 
shamanic rituals of other cultures of Mesoamerica 
and the American Southwest. A leading expert in 
rock art of the Lower Pecos, Carolyn E. Boyd, has 
suggested that the art could represent visions 
common to those who have consumed peyote and 
other mind-altering substances. 
   So is the fang evidence of a shamanic ritual? 
Though Sonderman’s research team proposes that 
the snake was eaten for “a distinctly ceremonial or 
ritualistic purpose,” there’s no way to tell for sure. 
“I wouldn't want anyone to say ‘We have a snake 
worshipping culture where people consume snakes 
ritualistically,’” says Sonderman. “That’s not what 
we’re trying to say. It’s only one example.” 
What the fang does suggest, she says, is that it 
wasn’t unheard of for people to eat venomous 
snakes—but, given its uniqueness, it could have 
been consumed on a special occasion. Or not. 
Maybe it was just a dare—or a very dangerous 
dietary preference

. 
 

A 

1,500 years ago, someone ate 

a venomous snake whole. 
By Erin Blackmores         

National Geographic Magazine 

Return to Table of Contents 
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   In 2018 and 2019, Bert was inducted into two 
more halls of fame: Ohio Senior Citizens and Ohio 
Veterans. These lavish ceremonies in Columbus 
were perhaps more attention than Bert wanted.  
   More than once, I suggested to Summit 
Metroparks that they name something after him. In 
2019, its Board of Park Commissioners established 
his December 4th birthday as Bert Szabo Day. 
Beginning then and every year thereafter, Sand Run 
Parkway will be renamed for him the entire month 
of his birth. And a large colorful sign will 
commemorate the event. 
   Bert’s final award from me was that NAI honored 
him with its Special Award when he reached age 
100, thus becoming NAI oldest member and likely 
oldest-ever member. Our 2020 national conference 
pivoted from Saint Augustine, Florida to virtual and 
his son Mark used Bert’s words to 
video an acceptance.  
   Bert and I often roomed 
together at conferences. Actually, 
to save money by splitting the cost 
into three, thrifty Ray always 
brought his sleeping bag and 
found a cozy spot on the floor, 
allowing a third roommate to use 
the bed. I remember at least one 
year when Bert, 30+ years older 
than us, was the last in for the 
night!  
   Bert was born 437 days before 
my dear late Dad (and outlived 
him by close to 11,000). In some 
ways, Bert probably played 
somewhat of a fatherly role, but at 
conferences, we might have acted 
more like fraternity brothers.  
   In 2018, Bert turned me down several times about 
speaking for our Audubon Society/Mahoning Valley. 
I persevered and he finally agreed, holding his 
audience spellbound that March 27th. He told me 
afterward that everyone smiled back at him the 
entire time! A bonus: Bert had inspired both his son 
Mark and grandson Howard to follow in his 
footsteps to become NAI award-winning naturalists 
and they traveled from Greater Detroit and 
Milwaukee respectively to accompany him and 

witness what just might have been his final formal 
program. 
   In addition to our twice annual NAI gatherings, I 
would occasionally stop to see Bert at his 
apartment in Munroe Falls, near Akron. He would 
usually take me to dine at his favorite Tip Top 
restaurant nearby. Once he invited me along to his 
local veteran’s meeting. I offered to drive but he 
insisted. I took a deep breath (made the sign of the 
cross?) and thought “when will I ever have the 

chance again to be driven by 
someone closer to 100 than 90?” 
   I saw Bert at NAI in South Bend, 
Indiana in spring 2019 and I 
attended the board meeting in 
which he was honored by Summit 
that December. And perhaps I 
visited him in between? Although 
we spoke on the phone, I had not 
seen him since the pandemic 
lockdowns began. I had plans to 
do so last autumn—40 years after 
we first met—and bring along my 
predecessor Bill Whitehouse and 
Bill’s 1970s colleague Anthony 
Belfast (who both knew Bert via 
AIN)—but unfortunately, other life 
concerns distracted me. And now 
it’s too late. Our loss indeed. 
   About three years ago, NAI 

announced our 2022 national conference would be 
held in CLEVELAND. My daydream since had been 
for Bert to at least make an appearance, right 
before his 102nd birthday. Alas, that was not to be. 
I will suggest a moment of silence. And I know he’ll 
be with us in spirit.  
   By the way, Bert had an extensive “life list” of the 
birds he observed. I imagine he’s already begun his 
“afterlife list” in Heaven.  
 

P.S. In case you're curious, Szabó is the Hungarian name 
for Taylor and Bertalan is akin to Bartholemew. 

Bert & Ray: continued from page 10 
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TOP: Bert and grandson Howard Aprill 

Credit: Ray Novotny 

BOTTOM: Bert’s son Mark and grandson 

Howard Aprill ; Credit: Ray Novotny 
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Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing 
interpretive work being done by members, like you, all across NAI. This 
award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as well as the winners' 
supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Your Story 
 

 
Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

NAI Shining Star Award 
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What Is It?  
By John Miller 

 
 
 

     Eastern Whippoorwill
 

ound throughout eastern North America, 
most of Central America, and parts of 
southern CA, AR, and NM this member of the 

Caprimulgidae (nightjar or goatsucker) family is 
rarely seen but often heard.  
   Like the chickadee, the whippoorwill’s call repeats 
its own name. Unlike most birds, the whippoorwill 
repeats calls incessantly. Some people find its 
crepuscular/nocturnal call soothing, others find it 
grating on the nerves. An interpretive question is: 
“When do Whippoorwills take a breath?”  
  The challenge for bird enthusiasts is to distinguish 
the call of a whippoorwill from its cousin the chuck-
wills-widow. Learn more about each bird for more 
enriching bird and night programs. 
 

References for Whippoorwills:  
Biology & Sounds: All About Birds ; Audubon 

References for Chuck-wills-widow  
Biology & Sounds: All About Birds ; Audubon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Summer Dates of Interest 

  23 = National Hydration Day USA 
  25 = National Catfish Day USA 
  27 = National Onion Day USA 
  29 = International Fisherman Day 
  30 = International Asteroid Day  
 

    1 = American Zoo Day USA 
    7 = International Peace and Love Day 
  10 = Don’t Step on a Bee Day USA 
  14 = Shark Awareness Day USA 
  16 = World Snake Day 
  28 = World Nature Conservation Day  
  29 = International Tiger Day 

    7 = Professional Speakers Day USA 
    8 = National Tarantula Appreciation Day US   
    9 = Perseid Meteor Shower Peak Night USA 
 10 = World Lion Day 
 12 = World Elephant Day 
 14 = World Lizard Day 
 20 = World Mosquito Day 
 

  3 = National Hummingbird Day USA 
  3 = National Turkey Vulture Day USA 
  4 = National Wildlife Day USA 
13 = International Chocolate Day  
17 = International Coastal Cleanup Day  
22 = World Rhino Day  

 

F 

Audubon’s 

Whippoorwill 

Drawing. 

Credit: National 

Audubon 

Society 
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