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“When you lie afield, your face up to the sky, and lend your  
ear to the polyphonic silence of the fields, you start  
noticing how this silence has something not earthy but  
celestial in it.” — M. Kocubynskiy (Ukrainian Naturalist & Poet) 

  
Your content is welcome anytime. Send any articles,  
poems, photos, news to Newsletter Editor,  
John Miller at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 
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The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the 
National Association for 
Interpretation (NAI). It is 
published on each equinox and 
solstice.  
Articles are welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage 
interpretation as a profession. 
Visit: interpnet.com for more 
information. 

Sierra Pacific (9) 
Mary Sullivan  
marybourke.sullivan@gmail.com 
 

Northwest (10) 
Laura Busby 
fauna46@yahoo.com  
 

We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be 
a representative for your region! 
 

Heartland (5) 
Christy Graser 
cgraser@fvpd.net  
 

South Central (6) 
Lari Jo Edwards 
yourinnernaturalist@gmail.com 
 

Four Corners (7) 
Representative Needed 
 

Wild West (8) 
Representative Needed 
 

Northeast (1) 
Representative Needed 
 

Chesapeake (2) 
Jodi Bucknam 
jodibucknam@yahoo.com 
 

Sunny Southeast (3) 
Rhana Paris    
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com  
 

Great Lakes (4) 
Julie Gee 
julie.gee@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

Jennifer DuBey 
dubeyjennifer01@gmail.com 
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  Section Director Mary Loan 
 

Happy Spring! 

 

 
s I write this, Spring is trying to show its face—
trying!  In the last week it has snowed and 
then warmed up to 50 and then snowed and 

then warmed up to 50 and it may snow again 
tomorrow.  But today is sunny and warm, so I will 
enjoy it! 
   Spring is one of my favorite seasons—it makes me 
think about new beginnings and what is coming for 
the rest of the year.  I love to see the new buds on 
the trees and the tiny flowers popping up from last 
fall’s leaves that are still on the ground. Did you know 
that many small animals and insects love to use 
decaying leaves and grass as habitat?  Don’t rake if 
you don’t have to, is my philosophy!  
   It also starts me thinking about the new employees 
we will all be seeing soon and all the programs we 
will be giving to our summer visitors.  Now is the time 
to think about our programs and how we share our 
love of our sites to our visitors—what is your favorite 
part of your site?  What do you think your visitors are 
expecting to find at your site?  How can you surprise 
them with something new or outside of the box?  I’m 
not saying that you can’t give your tried-and-true 
programs—why fix what isn’t broken, right? But I 
think we should be regularly evaluating our programs 
and making sure they are fitting the needs of our 
visitors and our own programming plans, but also to 
see if there are new ways to get our messages across.  
We want to make sure our repeat visitors as well as 
our new ones are all having a good experience at our 
sites.   
 
 

   I had a great conversation recently with some 
interpreters about informal interpretation—what a 
great way to both welcome our visitors who, for 
whatever reason, might be reluctant to go into a 
visitor center and to find out what our visitors want 
from our programming.  I encourage you to use 
informal interpretation as much as possible, not only 
to help get your message to as many people as you 
can but to help you assess your programming not 
only for effectiveness but to maybe give you that 
“aha moment” for new messages.  I love informal 
interpretation—it gives me a chance to talk with my 
visitors and see how much they are enjoying my site 
in just a few minutes without them having to commit 
to a “long” program.  I have also had those moments 
where I learn from my visitors—what a great feeling!   
   Speaking of learning from others, keep an eye out 
for more information about our second annual IN 
Section Virtual Conference that will be happening in 
August.  We had a great conference last summer and 
want to have another few days of sharing tips and 
tricks, and ways to make our sites and programs 
more successful.  We are expanding it to 3 days this 
year, August 9 – 11th, and I am really looking forward 
to another great time of seeing you all and sharing 
our experiences and ideas.  I hope to see you all 
there! 
   And don’t forget our monthly Trivia Night meet-ups, 
the first Thursday of every month, where you can get 
½ hour of recertification credit plus enjoy an 
informative program plus finish the night with some 
fun trivia.  It’s a great time! 

I hope you all have a wonderful Spring!     Mary       

 

 

 

 

 
 

A 

From the Trail 

Return to Table of Contents 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/Interest Directory by getting more section members to 
send us their information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary.  We encourage you to participate in the 
development of this directory because it will be an effective way to build professional connections with your fellow 
Interpretive Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our membership (that would be roughly 100 people) send their contact information 

and a summary of their expertise, specialties, and interests. Once we get some critical mass, we will post the list on the 

section website for members to access. For more information, email Lori Spencer at spencerinterp@gmail.com 
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Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month, Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 
Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit.  
NEW! Starting with the April Trivia Night, registration will be done through the NAI website. This will allow NAI to keep track 
of your CE credits without having to fill out any paperwork or emailing. Special “Thank You” to our recent speakers: Milward 
Simpson (January) and Jay Schneider (February), and Nikki Julien (March).  
 

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Weaver.docx

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Instagram Account:  Interpretive Naturalist of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and your work! Each week, 
our Instagram account features our IN of the Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, your favorite 
interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, and anything else you'd like to share 
to Sabrina Deschamps or Kathryn Borowicz at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 1, 7, & 8 
If you are in the NAI Northeast, Wild West, or Sierra Pacific 
Region and you are good at networking, we need your 
help. You can help gather newsletter content such as 
news, articles, and photos from your Region. Contact John 
Miller interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization 
and offer prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider 
being a Trivia Night Swag Sponsor. Contact: Monique 
Thompson, interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

April 7th        

8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 6 pm 
Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Kristen Weaver 
 Snapshots of Change with NASA 

and the GLOBE Observer App 
  
Kristen Weaver will be our speaker. 
              Kristen is the 
              Deputy  
              Coordinator, 
              with the GLOBE 
              observer Project 
              at the NASA 
              Goddard Space 
Flight Center in Greenbelt MD.  
   Learn how you can collect data about 
land cover with your visitors using the 
GLOBE Observer citizen science app and 
making connections to NASA data. We’ll 
focus on specific ways you can use the 
Land Cover tool and other resources from 
the Global Learning and Observations to 
benefit the Environment Program with 
your audiences, especially thinking about 
how the data collected can be related to 
local topics of interest and monitoring 
change over time. We’ll also talk about 
making matches to NASA satellite data, in 
particular the Landsat satellite and it’s 50 

years of observing the Earth. 

May 5th  
 8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm Pacific                            

Karin Hostetter                               
Interpreting Sustainability 

Karin Hostetter will be our speaker. 
        In addition to  
        being an NAI  
        Founder, she is 
        the Executive  
        Director of the 
        Cope  
        Environmental 
        Center in  
        Centerville   
Indiana. She develops and maintains 
partnerships with environmental 
groups and organizations locally, 
regionally, and nationally. She 
oversees programs and services such 
as the Living Building, Children of IN 
Nature Park and the Bicentennial Trail 
project. 
   Karen will talk about the 
sustainability of their Living Building, 
which is the only one in Indiana and 
only the 29thin the world. This 
presentation will show the impacts of 
making daily choices.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to Table of Contents 

June 2nd 
 

8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm Pacific                            

Jerrel Geisler                               
Human/Wildlife Interactions - 

Interpreting Your Backyard 

Jerrel Geisler will be our speaker.  
      Jerrel is the  
      lead interpreter 
      for Harrison  
      County’s  
      Kickerillo-  
      Mischer Preserve 
      in Magnolia TX. 
      He was NAI’s  
      2021 Master 
Front-line Interpreter.  
  People sometimes find wildlife in 
their backyard, such as snakes, 
raccoons, opossums, and even 
spiders - especially the more rural we 
live. Join us as we examine the 
perceptions or misperceptions of the 
"wildlife" that might pop up in the 
area they live. We will also look at 
how these observations or 

interactions can be influenced by 
social media and inaccurate 
information. 
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WE NEED YOU – to submit proposals for presentations and virtual field trips. 

Submission due by May 31, 2022 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
We hope that you will share your nature 
knowledge and passion by being a 
presenter at this summer’s Virtual 
Conference opportunities include both 
45-minute and 90-minute presentations. 
Tracks Include: 

➢ Digital Discovery  
➢ Environmental Education     
➢ Fine Arts Interpretation  
➢ Fitness for Interpreters and 

Visitors  

➢ JEDAI (Justice, Equity, Diversity,    

     Accessibility, & Inclusion) 
➢ Leadership         
➢ Sustainability  

 
To receive the Call for Papers PDF or 
Google Form link, please email: 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 
 

VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS 
We hope that you share the features of 
your amazing facility/area by creating a 
25 to 30-minute video as a virtual tour. 
Tours can include special features, focus 
of interest, and how you interpret your 
natural resources. 
To receive the Call for Field Trips PDF or 
Google Form link, please email: 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Interpretive Naturalist Section 

Virtual Conference 

August 9-11, 2022 

 

 

Return to Table of Contents 

 

• 3 Half Days (9am-3pm Central Time) of presentations and virtual field trips.  

• 20 hours of recertification credit.   Financial Assistance will be available. 

• All sessions and virtual field trips will be recorded and available for viewing for 3 months. 

• Cost $60-$65 with discounts for students, volunteers, seasonals, and independents. 

• More details will be in the Summer newsletter. 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS & VIRTUAL FIELD TRIPS 
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eing an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required skill, 

intelligence, determination, support, and 
some luck. Self-taught naturalist Thomas 
Say (1787-1834), who identified more 
than 1,500 species of insects and 
animals unique to North America 
(including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This award 
program is named in his honor, as are 
numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, 
Sayornis saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science. 
 Through this awards program, we strive 
to honor naturalists who demonstrate 
the highest accomplishments of our 
profession and have inspired greater 
understanding, awareness, and 
stewardship of our natural resources. 
Nominees must be NAI Interpretive 
Naturalist Section members. It does take 
a little time to prepare a good 
nomination and put it together with 

accurate information and clear details. 
However, the results last a lifetime.  
   These awards of excellence not only 
provide much deserved recognition for 
our fellow section members, but they 
also bring to the attention of 
administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities 
and talents are recognized by other 
outside professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it helps 
sway agencies and their budgets to be 
able to send these award recipients to 
the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
   It is now YOUR turn to make the effort 

and nominate someone (or something). 

The awards for 2022 are going to be 

given during the annual section meeting 

during the NAI national conference in 

Cleveland, OH. The award nomination 

information can be found at IN Section 

Awards.  Don’t delay too long—the 

deadline for nominations is August 15, 

2022, sent to Awards Chair Lori 

Spencer, spencerinterp@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

B 

Return to Table of Contents 

Thomas Say Awards Program 

2022 NOW OPEN! 
Deadline: August 15, 2022 

 

Return to Main Page 

https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
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Flycatcher Bristles 

 By Ranger Steve (Mueller) at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, Cedar Springs, Michigan 
 

any birds that feed on flying insects have 
bristles around the mouth. Flycatchers are 
famous for darting from a perch to nab 

flying insects. Eastern Phoebes often take residence 
and build a nest under carport ceilings.  
   We are the proud owners of a carport that for 
decades phoebes have claimed for nest building. 
Though individual birds usually only get to live a few 
years, we have continuous occupants. The nests are 
constructed with vegetation and lined with moss. 
They are a cup that sits mostly hidden on a flat 
surface among rafters. These birds prefer to have a 
roof over them that protects nestlings from 
inclement weather and predators.  
   Squirrels cannot access the ceiling beams. We 
have placed shelf platforms with a roof for robins 
and phoebes but over the decades none have been 
used. I have placed them in the carport and on the 
sides of trees, but they do not attract birds as 
suitable nesting sites.  
   Our carport is on the upland above a low 
floodplain where birds stand on various perches 
and sally out to catch flying insects. They also stand 
on oak or hickory tree branches at the edge of the 
yard and fly out and down to take insects below 
them. Seldom do they fly upward. Several smooth 
sumac shrubs grow at the edge of the yard. Sumacs 
make great perches where the birds make very 
short flights to snatch insects among the branches 
or dart toward the ground where low flying insects 
are captured.  
   Many insects fly close to the ground, so it is 
common for phoebes to gather food low. When 
walking in your yard on a sunny still day, bend down 
with an outstretched hand. When your hand gets 
close to the ground you will feel a sudden rise in 
temperature. This is an activity I often did with 
children at the Howard Christensen Nature Center. 
We also used thermometers to document 
temperature. When the air is fairly still on a cool 
sunny day the warmth near the ground is especially 
obvious. Even on breezy days, it becomes obvious in 
protected forests where wind is slowed but sunlight 
still penetrates the open canopy.  

   Our yard is wonderfully unkempt with great plant 
variety. No monoculture of grass is desired. Fewer 
insects inhabit a monoculture and fewer birds 
thrive. I allow large sections of the yard to grow 
with wildflowers like maiden pink that other people 
might refer to as weeds. Such a yard promotes 
richness of life and insects. I enjoy the spring and 
summer flowers and delay mowing until most 
flowers have bloomed and gone to seed.  
   As for bristle faced Eastern Phoebes, migrating 
rare Olive-sided Flycatchers, Eastern Wood 
Peewees, and Eastern Kingbirds, the insect menu is 
large and appealing. The number of flycatcher 
species is large across the continent and world. A 
group of nearly identical looking flycatchers in the 
Empidonax Genus thrive in the region and are 
distinguished best by their songs. Each utilizes a 
specialized habitat. 
   Surrounding their large gaping mouth are sensory 
bristles that aid food capture. The birds can feel the 
presence and location of an insect in the mouth 
opening. They can turn their head in the direction of 
the insect if it is off centered to improve capture 
success.  
   Flycatchers are not the only Family of birds with 
facial bristles. Whip-poor-wills and nighthawks that 
feed at dusk and during the night have feeding 
success aided by bristles. Bristles are specialized 
naked feathers with no or few side barbs. Sensory 
nerves are located at the base of feather bristles. 
   Protective bristles are present in some species. I 
notice woodpeckers at the feeders have more 
noticeable nasal bristles than other bird groups 
such as sparrows and finches. The tree pecking 
behavior of woodpeckers flings small debris toward 
the face. The bristles help protect nasal passages. 
Turkey Vultures have mostly bare-naked heads with 
bristles that are easier to clean after sticking their 
heads into a dead animal.  
   Help visitors discover bird nature niche 
adaptations about bristles and figure out their 
function.  
 

Send natural history questions or topic suggestions to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook Nature 

Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

M 

Willow 
Flycatcher 

Clipart Credit: 
Audubon 

Goatsuckers 
Clipart Credit: 
Sibley Guides 

Return to Table of Contents 
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ssociation of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA) has a 
working group specializing in 

promoting the preservation of 
songbirds—AZA calls these groups 
SAFE which stands for Saving 
Animals From Extinction. As you 
may have heard through the media, 
our native songbirds are taking a 
beating from habitat loss, window 
strikes and free ranging cats, among 
other issues. We all have a roll in 
turning the trends around! 
   If you work at an AZA facility or 
collaborate with one, I invite you to 
join the movement to encourage our 
facilities and our visitors to plant 
more native plants on our grounds and in our 
yards!   

I’m coordinating with facilities in the 
states of the southern half of the 
Atlantic flyway:  Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Virginia. If you work or live in these 
states, please reach out to me—I’d 
like to know what you are doing at 
your facility. I’m also looking for 
resources to share with others—
native plant lists of your area, names 
of groups that promote either native 
plants or songbirds.  
 
You can contact me at 
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com or  
(252) 475-2344. Thanks for your help 
and interest! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

SAFE Songbird wants 

everyone to plant more 

native species! 

By Rhana S. Paris; Outreach Coordinator       
North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island 

 

What is It? 
Can you guess the common name of 

the coil on the end of this plant?  
This is a full view of the item.  

Hint: Its name sounds like the top of 
the handle of a string instrument. 

Answer & additional photo on page 15. 
 

Photo Credit: 
John Miller 

Credit: CT.gov 

Return to Table of Contents 
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Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park                                                
Article and photos by Paul Strauss, Florida Park Service 

here ere are very few ecosystems that excite 
& entice the senses as Kissimmee Prairie 
Preserve State Park’s (KPPSP) “Dry-Prairie”. By 

the book, Dry Prairie habitats are natural 
communities dominated by low shrubs & grasses 
(mostly stunted), and flat topography with poorly 
drained sandy spodosol soils due to a sub-surface 
clay confining layer. Prior to settlement, an 
estimated 1.2 mil acres of Dry-Prairie was present in 
Florida from the Peace River to Lake Okeechobee.  
   Today, the last stronghold for this 
unique habitat is found at KPPSP, Avon 
Park Air Force Range & Three Lakes 
Wildlife Management Area. Kissimmee 
Prairie Preserve State Park is located in 
the northwest corner of Okeechobee 
County and is bounded on the west by 
the Kissimmee River. This primary water 
source that feeds Lake Okeechobee. 
Water from this river travels all the way 
from Orlando to Cape Romano at the 
State’s southern terminus, through 
Florida’s Everglades.  
   Textbook definitions aside, the real excitement is 
found exploring KPPSP’s fifty-eight thousand acres 
of un-paralleled flora & fauna diversity. At 
Kissimmee Prairie, the land seems to stretch-on 
forever, and the footprint of civilization is faint. A 
place where pavement ends, and “wild Florida” 
begins.   
   During the wet-season, Kissimmee Prairie 
Preserve sequesters large volumes of water due its 
incredibly flat terrain and sub-surface confining 
layers, which makes hiking challenging at times, but 
ideal conditions for wildflowers & wading birds 

alike. If you’re willing to get 
your feet wet, the rewards are 
remarkable; Egrets, Herons, 
Storks, and Cranes gather in 
abundance to feed in its prey-
rich, shallow waters. Pine lily, 
dwarf huckleberry, pine 
hyacinth, lop-sided Indian 
grass, ladies’ tresses orchids 

and many others 
bloom in colorful 
profusion.  
   As a volunteer 
interpreter for 
the Florida Park 
Service, I was 
introduced to Kissimmee Prairie Preserve by 
colleagues many years ago, experienced land 
managers that marveled at the diversity, rarity, and 

abundance of Florida’s natural treasures 
just 1 ½ hour drive from the Sunshine 
State’s east coast.  
   Miles and miles of multi-use trails 
provide excellent viewing opportunities 
for everyone from neophytes to “old 
hands”. In fact, just a leisurely drive along 
the entrance road is often rewarded with 
sightings of crested caracara, red-
shouldered hawks, American kestrels, 
white-tailed deer, and the like.  
   More importantly, KPPSP is home to one 
of the world’s most imperiled bird species, 

the Florida grasshopper sparrow (Ammodramus 
savannarum floridanus), it’s highly specialized 
habitat now severely fragmented, the bird teeters 
on the brink of extinction. Several Florida agencies 
are working together, implementing captive-
breeding programs for the “Hoppers” in hopes of 
restoring sustainable populations.   
   In addition, KPPSP is one of the Sunshine State’s 
best spots for stargazing. 0ne of only three “Night 
Sky” parks designated in Florida by the International 
Dark Sky Association. Standing below our Milky Way 
Galaxy after nightfall, billions of stars illuminate and 
inspire.  
   Don’t forget your camera!! Kissimmee Prairie 
offers a seemingly endless horizon, where clouds 
appear like towering mountains, fields are often 
filled with rare & colorful wildflowers, and 
butterflies & birds of every description bask in the 
Okeechobee County sunshine.   
 
 You can see more of Paul’s photos of Kissimmee 
Prairie Preserve State Park HERE.

 
 

T 

Crested caracara 

Clouds over Dry Prairie   

Gray Hairstreak 
Butterfly & Yellow 

Milkwort 

Return to Table of Contents 

Crested caracara   
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A Treat for the Eyes – A Visit to White Pockets 
Article and photos by Steve Dudrow CIG – Nevada 

 

aving visited it’s BLM permit required 
cousins, The Wave and South Coyote 
Buttes, I finally made it to White Pocket 

in the Vermillion Cliff National Monument. Love 
at first sight might be the proper description 
after I unfolded my creaky old body from my 
4Runner seat after enjoying/enduring the 
sixteen miles of soft sand road.  
   Immediately after loving what my eyes tell me 
is WOW, WOW and WOW, my brain takes over 
and wants to know how, why, and where can I 
see a time lapse of the last two-hundred million 
years or so? 
   Geologists tell us White Pocket is a result of 
“soft sediment deformation”, meaning the 
contortions and twisting and turning at White 
Pocket occurred back in Jurassic time (145 – 201 
million years ago) while the sand was saturated 
and before the sand was completely turned into 
rock.  
   It was just nine years ago that National 
Geographic ran a story on the Vermilion Cliffs 
National Monument with some amazing pictures 
of the relatively unknown area. Since then, the 
area has seen a surge of visitation.  
   Gas up the 4X4, pack the sleeping bags, lower 
the air pressure in the tires and plan a trip to 

Vermillion Cliffs National Monument to see White 
Pockets. Unlike its cousins (The Wave and South 
Coyote Buttes) you can camp right here and enjoy 
sunrise, sunset, and the extra dark night skies.  
 
Resources 
https://www.blm.gov/documents/arizona/public-
room/brochure/white-pocket-brochure  
 

http://repository.azgs.az.gov/sites/default/files/d
lio/files/nid1715/vermilioncliffs_nm.pdf  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H 

Return to Table of Contents 
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http://repository.azgs.az.gov/sites/default/files/dlio/files/nid1715/vermilioncliffs_nm.pdf


11 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

his morning, driving in to work, I was 
struck by the beauty of the scene laid out 
before me. Frost crystals filled the field 

and reflected the sun rising at my back. My 
camera came to hand and I prepared to take a 
picture to share. Alas, the image captured fell 
far short of reality so no record of the beauty 
remained. Or so I thought. 
   Pondering the situation I realized 
the image is solidly in my mind, 
even if I can’t point to a picture and 
show you. It probably won’t remain 
there as the needs of the day 
require my attention.  
   You know what? That’s okay.  
   Those moments happen in all our 
lives. Experiencing them, 
appreciating them, seeing them is enough, for 
they make up the fabric of our days. 
   But that’s where the problem may reside for 
many of us. We’re so busy with planning our 

programs, refining our talks, getting to work on 
time, filling out timesheets, doing budget 
requests, and all the thousand other things 
woven together in the loom of our lives that we 
sometimes overlook the pattern forming before 
us.  
   Take the time to notice. 

   Notice the great blue heron that 
glides into view as its majestic wings 
carry it through the air. See the 
sundog forming on the horizon as 
the sun sets. Appreciate the thin, 
crescent moon and accompanying 
earthshine that greets us in the 
mornings before the new moon. 
Listen to the soft settling of the big, 
fluffy snowflakes that fall during a 

winter storm. Smell the fresh greenness as the 
living world awakens in springtime.  
   Take the time to notice what’s happing 
around you. It may bring a smile to your face. 

 
 

Frozen 
 

Crystalline flares of miniature LEDs vied for my attention 

From the field before me. 

Flashing their need to be noticed,  

Knowing their existence, fleeting in the warming sunlight 

Would return to liquid 

Nourishing the prairie grasses 

Happy to have been seen 

Happy to know I was there. 
  
 
 

T 

Take a Mental Snapshot 
Article and Poem by Ken Forman, CIG; Arkansas Game & Fish 

Credit: Clipart Library & PNGtree  

Return to Table of Contents 
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ow do you hold onto something you 
know can't last forever? The 
Interpretation team at Olympic 

national park wanted to create a a way to 
both honor the glaciers in the Olympic 
Mountains, and mourn the fact that many 
are melting, or have melted away already. 
Our strategy to create this thoughtful 
space? Art.  
   We're currently receiving applications 
from artists in all different kinds of media. 
Each artist the park selects will be assigned 
a glacier, then given a packet with photos, 
stats, and stories about their glacier. With 
that information, each artist will create an 
original work of art. Once completed, digital 
versions of these artistic tributes will be 
placed in an online gallery to live in 
perpetuity, a reminder that even when 

these glaciers melt away, they meant 
something, and still mean something.  
   The gallery will live inside an interactive 
map of the Olympic range (see images 
below). 
   We're calling this project Terminus, a 
word that means the leading edge, or end, 
of a glacier. To our knowledge, Terminus is 
the first of its kind: A collaborative 
environmental elegy created by diverse 
artists of varied media, hosted by a national 
park. Our NPS mission calls on us to 
preserve and protect the natural and 
cultural resources within Olympic's 
boundaries, but the sad reality is that many 
these glaciers can't be saved anymore. 
What we can do is immortalize them 
through art, and hopefully, spark some 
inspiration for us all to do better at 
protecting the resources we can still save. 

 
 

 

H 
Article and photos by Eliza Goode 

Visual Information Specialist; Olympic National Park  

TERMINUS:                                                               
Olympic National Park's Tribute to Vanishing Glaciers, Through Art  

Interactive Map Images of Olympic National Park 

Return to Table of Contents 
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Photos by Joseph Gerans 
 

Photos of Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park (Paul Strauss) 
 

Return to Table of Contents 

White-tailed Deer American Alligator 

Red-shouldered Hawk Cabbage Palm Sunrise White Peacock Butterfly 
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Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing 
interpretive work being done by members, like you, all across NAI. This 
award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as well as the winners' 
supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Your Story 
 

 
Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

NAI Shining Star Award 

Return to Table of Contents 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=hmanier@interpnet.com
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Membership/Faces_of_NAI_videos/nai/_membership/Faces_of_NAI.aspx?hkey=2d491c04-77fb-494a-ab48-a037bd68e009
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=pcaputo@interpnet.com
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What Is It?  
By John Miller 

 
 

     Fiddlehead
 

ound throughout most of North America, the 
fiddlehead is the new growth at the top of 
many native ferns found throughout North 

America. The shape resembles the end of the 
handle for a violin, viola, cello, or bass violin. As the 
spiral unfolds, the fern leaf is revealed. The spiral is 
also an elegant example of mathematics in nature. 
Finally, if rinsed and cooked properly, these 
fiddleheads are a culinary delight. 
   For more information about the biology and 
consumption of fiddleheads, check out these two 
websites. 
 
 

Biology of Fiddleheads: 
https://hikersnotebook.blog/flora/ferns-fern-allies-
and-mosses/fiddlehead-fern/  
Eating them: 
https://www.foodandwine.com/vegetables/everyth
ing-you-need-know-about-fiddlehead-ferns   
 

Spring Dates of Interest 
 

Here are a few other events to look forward to this Spring

  21 = International Day of Forests 
  22 = World Water Day 
  30 = Take a Walk in the Park Day 
  31 = Bunsen Burner Day 
 

  National Frog Month 
  8 = World Health Day 
  11 = Education and Sharing Day 
  18 = International Bat Appreciation Day 
  22 = Earth Day  
 
 

  7 = Salamander Day 
  8-14 = Amphibian Week 
  20 = World Frog Day 
  13 = Frog Jumping Day 
  22 = International Day of Biological Diversity 
  24 = World Turtle Day 
 

  1 = Dinosaur Day 
  4 = National Prairie Day 
  4 = National Trails Day 
  16 = National Sea Turtle Day 
  

 
 

F 

Photo Credit: 

John Miller 

April Fools’ and Nature – DID YOU KNOW?  
(Reprinted from https://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/modern/jb_modern_aprfool_1.html) 
April 1 is known as April Fools' Day, and, although no one really knows how the holiday began, it's 
a great chance to play a joke on someone--as long as the joke is harmless. April Fools' Day gives 
everyone a chance to play "the fool." In France the fooled person is called poisson d'avril ("April 
fish"), and in Scotland the person is called a gowk (cuckoo), the symbol of a simpleton.                            
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