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s we come to the end of 2021, we thank you 
for your efforts and creativity. We hope that  
you find new opportunities for positive and  
passionate interpretation of our natural  

resources in the new year.  
 
Your content is welcome anytime. Send any articles,  
poems, photos, news to Newsletter Editor,  
John Miller at interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 
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Mary Loan 

Director
 

Happy Winter! 
 
 

s I write this, some of us just 

came back from a wonderful 

National Conference in Palm 

Springs, while many others attended 

virtually.  What a way to come back 

to sharing about interpretation with 

others and learning how to make our 

own programs stronger. I was blessed 

enough to be able to attend in 

person—and I saw many of you there also—and it was good to see all of the 

camaraderie and smiles and genuine willingness to share tips, tricks, 

information and more with others.  As usual, the National Conference did not 

disappoint.  I know several people who visited places they had only heard 

about:  Joshua Tree National Park, Anza-Borrego State Park, the Palm Springs 

Aerial Tramway, so many more; and some of us added to our list of places we 

still need to visit.  I could have spent another couple of weeks just visiting 

great natural places in the surrounding area.  And, in perfect “naturalist” 

form, I know of several life birds that were seen for many people—some even 

from right in the resort.  What a great trip, in many ways! 

   I know that not everyone has enjoyed the changes that COVID has created, 

but I will say that I am one of several people who has actually LOVED some of 

the changes that the past couple of years have brought about.  No, not the closing of visitor centers, museums, 

zoos, nature centers, etc., or the huge increase in visitation to sites that are even more understaffed than 

normal.   

A 

IN Section Officers 
Director 
Mary Loan 
mloan18@yahoo.com 
 

Deputy Director 
Monique Thompson 
raindropranch@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer/Secretary 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
  

Elections Chair 
Philip Waltz 
PhilipW@ssprd.org  
 

Scholarship Chair 
Lori Spencer 
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Awards Chair 
Lori Spencer 
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Web Master 
Adrianne Johnson 
storeykid@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
John Miller 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

Regional Representatives 
Region 1 
Representative Needed 
 

Region 2 
Jodi Bucknam 
jodibucknam@yahoo.com 
 

Amanda Lobdell 
Amanda.lobdell@alleghenycounty.us 
 

Region 3 
Rhana Paris    
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com  
 

Region 4  
Julie Gee 
julie.gee@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

Jennifer DuBey 
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Lari Jo Edwards 
yourinnernaturalist@gmail.com 
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Aleta Walther 
aleta@prwriterpro.com 
 

Region 9 
Mary Sullivan  
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Laura Busby 
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We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be a 
representative for your region! 

From the Trail 

The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the National 
Association for Interpretation 
(NAI). It is published on each 
equinox and solstice.  
Articles are welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage interpretation as 
a profession. Visit: interpnet.com 
for more information. 
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Those things are a shame and I hope will not continue 
any longer.  You are all doing very important and 
incredible things every day and it is appreciated 
even if it isn’t stated out loud near enough.   
   What I have loved is the increase in online/virtual 
participation among us as interpreters and naturalists 
and between us and our visitors.  I love the fact that I 
have been able to attend more trainings online over 
the past year and a half (including the blended option 
for our National Conference) that I probably wouldn’t 
have been able to attend in other years.  I love that I 
can jump on Zoom or Teams with a few people or a 
lot of people or even just one other person and have 
a discussion about almost anything and it doesn’t 
matter where we are all sitting—we don’t have to be 
in the same place any more to collaborate, and I 
definitely see that as a plus.  We can share screens 
and videos and information in real-time.  That is one 
of the things that I hope will continue in the future, 
both with day-to-day collaboration and 
trainings/workshops. 
   Which leads me again to our fabulous Virtual 
Interpretive Naturalist Workshop that was held this 
past August.  I thought it was a great success, and so 
did many of you, and we are already planning to hold 
another one in 2022.  So, mark your calendars and 
pencil us in for August 9-11, 2022, for the Second 
Annual Interpretive Naturalist Virtual Workshop.  
We are currently looking for presenters, so if you 
have something you would like to share with your 
fellow naturalists or know of a great program that 
someone else could share, let us know. Did you see a 
presenter at the National Conference that would be a 

great addition to our Virtual Naturalist Workshop? 
We are also looking for ideas on what you would like 
out of the workshop—what themes would you like to 
see?  Do you have a suggestion for a great Keynote 
Speaker?  What tracks for presentations would you 
like to see?  What fun stuff should we incorporate?  
The workshop is for YOU, and we want to make it the 
best Naturalist workshop we can—but we do need 
your help.  Please let us know your suggestions on 
how we can make that happen! 
   Last but definitely not least, as we continue through 
this holiday season at the end of another trying year 
for many of us:  take care of yourselves.  Go sit with 
nature—however that looks for you.  Although this 
may not have been what I would have done on a 
different day, I spent a couple of hours this morning 
in nature…shoveling snow!  Not something that I 
would want to do every day, but today and this time 
of year, it was okay.  Don’t tell anyone, but I sort of 

enjoyed it.     The being outside part, anyway!  And 
looking out the window as I type at the trees covered 
with snow is kind of peaceful and makes me happy.  
So, enjoy the snow or sand or birds or trees or 
whatever part of nature will make you happy, even if 
it is just for a few minutes at a time.  One thing that 
makes us all naturalists is our love of nature even if 
the form is different for each of us.  But we can call 
enjoy it in our own way, and I hope you all have a 
chance to do so. 
   I wish for you a happy holiday season and that the 
new year is much better for all of us!  And we will see 

you in August at our virtual workshop!        Mary    

 
 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

From the Trail - Continued 

 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/ 
Interest Directory by getting more section members to send us 
their information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary.  
That being said, we encourage you to participate in the 
development of this directory because it will be an effective 
way to build professional connections with your fellow 
Interpretive Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our  
membership (that would be roughly 100  
people) send their contact information and  
a summary of their expertise, specialties,  
and interests. Once we get some critical  
mass, we will post the list on the section  
website for members to access.  
 

For more information, email Lori Spencer at 

spencerinterp@gmail.com 

What is It? 
Can you guess the 

name of the icy 
formation on this 

tree?  
This is a full view of 

the item.  
Hint: Its name 

means “old man’s 
beard”. 

Answer & more 
photos on page 15. 
 

Photo Credit: 
Public Domain 

Pictures 

Return to Main Page 
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Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 

Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit. Download 
and complete this FORM and send to Monique Thompson at raindropranch@gmail.com.  Special “Thank You” to our recent 
speakers: Max Offerman (October) and Karla Strain (November).  
 

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Help Needed!  
Communications Co-Chair  
Benefits galore! Build up your resume and learn 
new skills. Work with an incredible team to 
promote IN in social media platforms, 
newsletters, and trivia nights. Interested? 
Contact Monique Thompson, 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

Instagram Account:  IN of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and 
your work! Each week, our Instagram account features our IN of the 
Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, 
your favorite interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, 
and anything else you'd like to share to Monique Thompson, 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 1 
We have one last Region to fill. If you are in the NAI 
Northeast Region and you are good at networking, we 
need your help. You can help gather newsletter content 
such as news, articles, and photos from your Region. 
Contact John Miller interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization and offer 
prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider being a Trivia 
Night Swag Sponsor.  
Contact: Monique Thompson, interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

January 6th        

8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central;6 pm 
Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

NAI Executive Director 
Milward Simpson 

  
Milward Simpson will be our speaker. 2022 will 
be his second full year as NAI’s Executive 
Director. Milward will share thoughts about:
               - the role of  
   interpretive  
   naturalists regarding 
   climate change 
               - the progressive 
    certification  
    structure 
- Higher Logic accessibility  
- how interpreters can best interact (with other 
interpreters and visitors) in the current COVID 
world. 
- how to address priorities in the world of 
interpretation. 
- NAI initiatives taking place in 2022. 
There will be time for you to ask other 
questions as well. 

February 3rd 
 8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central;6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

 Jay Schneider 
Planning an Impromptu Guided Hike 

Jay Schneider will be our speaker. Jay is the  
  Assistant Superintendent at  
  Hobbs State Park in  
  Arkansas. He begins his 
  term as NAI Vice President 
  for Programs in 2022.  
       The guided hike is a  
  staple in an interpreter’s 
  toolbox. One of 
your staff calls in sick, a bus shows up 
unannounced, are you ready to lead a hike at 
any time? Are we creating memories with 
each hike we give and leave them inspired 
and wanting more? We will share and learn 
the techniques, tips, and success stories of a 
guided hikes, that will help you connect your 
visitors to your resource, whether planned or 
on a moment’s notice. 
  Jay led the impromptu hike in Palm Springs 
with incredible enthusiasm and skill. You 
won’t want to miss this talk! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to Main Page 

Watch for the 
Zoom link to each 
Trivia Night from 
NAI email about a 
week before each 
event. 
 

March 3rd 
 

 8 pm Eastern; 7 pm 
Central; 6 pm 

Mountain; 5 pm 
Pacific 

 To Be 
Announced 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.interpnet.com/nai/docs/Cert-Courses/continuing_ed.pdf
mailto:raindropranch@gmail.com
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ith the success of the recent IN 
Section’s first ever Virtual 
Conference this past August, we will 

conduct another virtual IN Section Virtual 
Conference in 2022. Using the information from 
this summer’s questionnaire, the second week 
of August tended to be the most favorable 
time. With that in mind, we have chosen 
August 9-11th for the 2022 Conference. We will 
try and spread out the conference over 3 half 
days instead of 2 full days. 
 
 

 
We need three things from you! 
First, give us your thoughts on the theme or focus 
for next year’s conference. It can be a phrase, single 
word, or concept. We want this conference to fit 
your interpretive naturalist needs. 
   Second, please consider being a presenter or 
virtual field trip host for the conference. With 8 
months to plan we hope to see even more 
presentations and field trips from across the 
country. If you would like to be a presenter at the 
2022 conference, please contact the IN Section 
Officers at: interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  
   Third, the one thing we learned is that we could 
use more help. We have need for session 
moderators, tech team members, and social media 
assistance. To be a part of the 2022 conference 
planning team, please contact IN Section Officers at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W 

Photos by Joseph Gerans 
 

Interpretive Naturalist Section 
Virtual Conference  

August 9-11, 2022 

 

 

Return to Main Page 
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eing an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required skill, 

intelligence, determination, support, and 
some luck. Self-taught naturalist Thomas 
Say (1787-1834), who identified more 
than 1,500 species of insects and 
animals unique to North America 
(including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This award 
program is named in his honor, as are 
numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, 
Sayornis saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science. 
 Through this awards program, we strive 
to honor naturalists who demonstrate 
the highest accomplishments of our 
profession and have inspired greater 
understanding, awareness, and 
stewardship of our natural resources. 
Nominees must be NAI Interpretive 
Naturalist Section members. It does take 
a little time to prepare a good 
nomination and put it together with 

accurate information and clear details. 
However, the results last a lifetime.  
   These awards of excellence not only 
provide much deserved recognition for 
our fellow section members, but they 
also bring to the attention of 
administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities 
and talents are recognized by other 
outside professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it helps 
sway agencies and their budgets to be 
able to send these award recipients to 
the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
   It is now YOUR turn to make the effort 

and nominate someone (or something). 

The awards for 2022 are going to be 

given during the annual section meeting 

during the NAI national conference in 

Cleveland, OH. The award nomination 

information can be found at IN Section 

Awards.  Don’t delay too long—the 

deadline for nominations is August 15, 

2022, sent to Awards Chair Lori 

Spencer, spencerinterp@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

B 

Return to Main Page 

Thomas Say Awards Program 

2022 NOW OPEN! 
Deadline: August 15, 2022 

 

Return to Main Page 

https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
https://naiinsection.wordpress.com/342-2/
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 National Monuments Reinstated 
 By Ranger Steve (Mueller) at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, Cedar Springs, Michigan 

 
efore I was born, advocates working to 
protect fragile and easily damaged resources 
were encouraging Congress to protect them 

for public posterity. Others were desiring Congress 
make public resources private. Such Congressional 
issues are usually addressed in committees and 
frequently do not get to the floor for action for 
decades or do not get addressed by Congress. 
Natural Areas protect native plants and animals.  
   People like Aldo Leopold and Sigurd Olson led the 
way in bringing public resource needs to public 
attention. In the Great Lakes Ecosystem, Sigurd 
Olson was hung in effigy by people wanting to use 
public resources without restriction. After decades 
of discussion Congress created the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area on the US Canadian border 
advocated for by Olson. Protected natural 
communities are essential for plants and other 
wildlife.  
   By the time I was in college, efforts to create 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore was debated for 
action. Industry wanted the unique ecosystem for 
development to complete what had happened to 
most of the region in the vicinity of Gary Indiana. 
Others wanted the small area set aside for 
perpetual public access as a natural landscape. At 
the time Congress was also being asked to create 
Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore.  
   Congress opted to protect the Indiana Dunes and 
consider Michigan’s Pictured Rocks later. Sleeping 
Bear National Lakeshore near Traverse City MI was 
being advocated. There were people who wanted 
Pictured Rocks and Sleeping Bear Dunes developed 
for private homes and mineral extraction and they 
opposed creation for public use. After decades 
Congress created both as protected resources for 
present and future generations. The locations are 
home to Pitcher’s Thistle, Dwarf Lake Iris, and 
Houghton’s Goldenrod and Piping Plovers. 
   During discussions, continuation of sand mining, 
home development, and activities in proposed 
protected areas eliminated natural resources in the 
natural landscape. Congress grandfathered existing 
private interests, but many are required to be 
purchased at public expense when sold to others in 
the future.  
 

   Beginning in 1975, I started presenting a program 
titled Wilderness – Unique Treasure. It is still 
presented. The program advocates for establishing 
a protected region in southern Utah south of Bryce 
Canyon National Park, north of the Grand Canyon 
and west of Canyonlands National Park. 
   Groups of people are working to denude this 
fragile ecological region in the lower 48 states of its 
resources before protection is established for the 
public. To protect such areas until Congress finally 
addresses it, the Antiquities Act was created so a 
president can designate it as a national monument 
until Congress acts to make it a national park, 
increase or decrease its size, or eliminate it as a 
protected resource.  
   That landscape is being overrun with roads in 
areas proposed for roadless wilderness and 
destroying habitat essential to many plants. After 
70 to 90 years, Grand Staircase - Escalante and 
Bears Ears National Monuments were established 
on public land using the Antiquities Act to protect 
them until Congress acts to make them national 
parks, eliminate their protected status or to 
increase or decrease their sizes. Congress has the 
sole responsibility and authority to determine the 
future for the monuments. 
   President Trump decided to bypass Congress and 
unilaterally reduced the monument sizes and open 
areas for private resource extraction. Lawsuits were 
filed because it is illegal to usurp Congressional 
authority. This case, like so many, is pending action 
by the Judicial branch of government.  
   On 8 October 2021, President Biden reestablished 
the original boundaries of the monuments to allow 
Congress their designated authority to make 
decisions regarding the monuments. I have been 
publicly advocating for the protection of the region 
for 46 years. It might be decades before Congress 
acts, but the area has better protection until they 
act. I encourage nature niche readers to advocate 
to legislators in favor of protection. I still present 
the program Wilderness – Unique Treasure and 
hope I can present whenever and wherever 
possible.  
 

Send natural history questions or topic suggestions to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook Nature 

Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

B 

Return to Main Page 

Piping Plover  
Credit: Mananga 

County Lodge 

Dwarf Lake 
Iris 

Credit: Vector 
Images 
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Christmas Bird Count in Region 4 
Article and photos by Mike Hensley at Erie MetroParks 

 
 

e all have many 
traditions that are 
associated with the 

holiday season, but there is a 
tradition that has carried on 
through North and South America 
for the last 122 years. The annual 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is 
conducted every year from 
December 14th to January 5th. Bird 
counts are conducted all 
throughout the United States, with 
thousands of volunteers donating 
time to help get an accurate count 
of over-wintering species of birds 

found within a 
set 15-mile 
diameter circle. 
 This tradition 
didn’t always 
start out as the 
Christmas bird 
census that it is 

today. It was previously a bird hunt to see 
which sportsman could return with the most 
birds. In 1900, early conservationist and 
ornithologist, Frank M. Chapman, and other 
members of the local Audubon Society became 
concerned with the declining number of birds 
and proposed the idea of a Christmas bird 
census. Little did he know that his proposal 
would turn into an over one-hundred-year 
scientific tradition that not only holds years of 
valuable data, but also gets the community 
involved in conserving and protecting our 
natural resources. 
 This year will mark my 9th year participating in 
CBCs. I have helped count, organize, and 

compile in West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, and Ohio. One of the 
best parts about a CBC is you can 
count birds by foot, by vehicle, or 
at the feeders within your 
backyard (if you’re within the 
circle), all of which help 
community science and contribute 
to conservation, preservation, and 
education. 
 The CBC tradition is an immensely 
important community science 
program that you can participate 
in from just about anywhere if 
you’re within a count circle. If 

you’re interested in helping, it’s very simple. In 
most cases, if you have a local bird club, park 
district, or other conservation organization in 
your area, reach out to them, as they may 
already be involved in local CBC’s. If not, you 
can hop on the web at audubon.org and click 
on the Christmas Bird Count link, then click join 
the count, and then click on the maps to show 

the 
circles 
and if 
there is a 
count 
close to 
you. From 
there, 
you can 
then click 
on a 
circle to 

see who the Compiler is and contact them to 
get more information about counts near you.  
Happy Counting!

 
 

W 

Return to Main Page 

Red Breasted Nuthatch  

Eastern Screech Owl 

Great Horned Owl  
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Southern California’s Mt. San Jacinto State Park              

Reminds Me of Alaska — Sort Of 
Article and photos by Aleta Walther, CIG, ATG, CTA 

 

inally, the highest mountains above Palm 
Springs, California are glistening white with 
snow, just in time for fun and frolic over the 

holidays. Mt. San Jacinto State Park’s  Long Valley, 
at the top of 
the Palm 
Springs Aerial 

Tramway, is 
currently 
blanketed in 
two to four 
inches of snow.  
 

While northern 
snow birds flock to 
Palm Springs to 

escape winter’s ice, snow and cold, Many 
Southern California residents flock to the State 
Park where they can play in the snow. Daytime 
temperatures at the Tramway’s Mountain Station 
this time of year range between 35 to 50 degrees. 
Don’t be fooled by Palm Springs’ 60-to-70-degree 
winter afternoons. Temperatures on the 
mountain are much colder than the desert cities 
below. 

 
Long Valley 
in the winter 
is a great 
place for 
kids and kids 
at heart. 
Snowball 
fights, 
sculpting 
snowmen, 

swishing snow angels sledding and even 
picnicking are popular activities. The valley’s 

Desert View Trail offers spectacular views of the 
Coachella Valley and surrounding snow-covered 
sub-alpine forests with their galvanized granite 
outcroppings and weather-toughened pines and 
firs. Interpreting the snowy wonders of the valley 
make winter my favorite time on the year on the 
mountain.  
 
With its geology of alluring granite summits and 
boulder-stacked ridges, visitors often refer to 
Mount San Jacinto State Park’s wilderness as the 
Sierra 
Nevada 
Mountains 

of Southern 
California. 
Indeed, it is 
the closest 
wilderness 
in So Cal 
that is 
comparable to 
Southeast Alaska 
— sort of. 
 

 
  
 
 

F 

Return to Main Page 

Deer in Snow - Mount 
San Jacinto State Park -

All Ears My Deer 

Boys and Snowman Long Valley 

Snow Long Valley Nature Trail Bridge 

Snow Covered Branches 
Mount San Jacinto 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=636
http://pstramway.com/
http://pstramway.com/
http://pstramway.com/
http://pstramway.com/
http://pstramway.com/
http://pstramway.com/
http://www.visitpalmsprings.com/
http://www.britannica.com/place/Sierra-Nevada-mountains
http://www.britannica.com/place/Sierra-Nevada-mountains
http://www.britannica.com/place/Sierra-Nevada-mountains
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Do you remember as a child being constantly told to follow the rules? 
 Use your indoor voice 
 Hurry up, don’t dawdle 
 Sit up straight and pay attention  
 Stop running with scissors 
 
Well, you are the adult now. You can break the rules. 
Break away from your desk. Go outside. 
Use your OUTDOOR voice. 
Open your eyes, take a hike, and have an adventure. 
 Chase the butterfly 
 Catch the snowflake 
 Climb the tree 
 
You make the rules. Decide it’s important to smile  
at the stars each night. Actually, stop and smell the roses.  
Tilt your face to the sun and let your mind meander. 
 Explore   
 Discover   
 Play 
 
Reclaim the outdoors as your playground. Remind yourself to laugh at the antics of squirrels and weep 
at the beauty of the sunset. Rediscover the 
childhood joy of each new discovery and the 
eternity of a summer day. 
 
Go ahead, break the rules. 
 

I dare you.  
 
p.s. – you may still want to avoid running with 
scissors… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Break the Rules 
By Carrie Elvey, The Wilderness Center 

Return to Main Page 

Credit: NicePNG 

Credit: Crystal Coast Gardener 
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parrows get a bad rap in the world of birds. Oh 
it’s “just a sparrow” right? Well, there is a lot 
going below the surface in a typical winter 

field, particularly when it comes to sparrows.   

 
   Sparrows are small to medium-sized songbirds 
that are mostly drab brown, may be streaked, and 
sometimes have a bit of color striping on their 
heads. They live primarily in open areas, including 
grasslands and overgrown fields, and eat a variety 
of insects, fruits, berries, and seeds throughout the 
year. If you look closely at a typical sparrow bill, you 
can see it has a conical shape designed for 
procuring a variety of food, and cracking seeds.   
   You probably know that many of our colorful 
spring and summer birds migrate south and out of 
the US in winter (the so-called “neotropical 
migrants”). Ah but not sparrows! They are much 
tougher characters, choosing to tackle winter in 

large mixed flocks located in brush-covered, weedy 
fields or edge habitat. These areas provide excellent 
cover and contain a wide variety of seeds and 
grains. 
   Although some sparrows will shift their wintering 
areas to the south, most remain in the US.  Imagine 
how adaptable they are to go through all the 
challenges over an entire year, particularly in our 
region! 
   Winter sparrows surely know that numbers 
matter. Instead of competing with each other for 
space and food like they do when breeding, 
sparrows form a cooperative to make it through 
winter. They form large flocks containing many 
species. This survival strategy increases protection 
from predators as well as the chance for discovering 
food resources.  
   Sparrows may look alike, but they are not all the 
same.  They are really good at dividing up rather 
limited food resources. Subtle differences in the 
bills and foraging behavior between species enables 
them to utilize most of the available seeds without 
significant competition.   
   The next time you are walking through a field this 
winter, think about the sparrows that probably just 
pop up for a few seconds then fly away.  They are 
working together undercover to make it!  

S 
Article and photos by Andy Fix, Naturalist, OCVN, CIG, Milford, OH  

Sparrows in Winter: Cooperation at its Best 

Return to Main Page 

Song Sparrow 

Field Sparrow 
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s winter approaches and the Milky Way 
core takes a vacation in the southern 
hemisphere our friend Dave Ward 

reminds us that “clear frosty nights bring out 
the brightest stars of the year to dazzle us”. 
One must say that watching Orion’s Belt rise 
just after dark in the east is awe inspiring and 
checking out the details of the Orion Nebula 
with binoculars is an incredible treat for our 
eyes. Check out Dave’s winter sky blog post: 
https://www.friendsofgoldbutte.org/2020/11/3
0/gold-butte-winter-star-gazing/  
   As November arrives, I begrudgingly pack 
away my Milky Way passion for a few months 
and focus on the North Star (Polaris) and the 
shadows our moon casts amongst the many 
willing objects in Gold Butte National 
Monument. 
So how about the North Star. Our North Star 
Polaris sits above the North Pole.  

 
You can sit in 
your camp 
chair all 
bundled up on 
a new moon 
evening and 
with some 
patience 
watch the 
other stars all 
circle around 
it. I like to take 

a time lapse of this great circle procession then 
use software to create a star circle photo or 
video. My method is to point my camera at 
Polaris and using the interval timer feature take 
a 20-second exposure shot every 30 seconds. 
After a few hours you have 240 shots and 
enough movement to create a cool Ferris wheel 

of stars. I use settings: ISO: 5000, F/2.8, White 
Balance: Auto, 20 seconds with the lens set to 
infinity. To note: I always shoot in raw mode so 
you must use a good editing program like 
Adobe Light Room to edit and then export your 
240+ photos to a .jpg format. I take the .jpg’s 
and use StarStaX to create my final dizzying 
picture. 

 
or Time-Lapse video 
https://vimeo.com/299368069  
 
This calls for an Edward Abbey quote 
“The function of an ideal is not to be realized 
but, like that of the North Star, to serve as a 
guiding point.”  
 
Moon Shadows. Besides star circles my next 

favorite wintertime photography project is 

taking pictures of shadows cast by the Moon. 

Our creepy features found in Gold Butte sure 

make it fun. As the Moon travels across the 

night sky, it treats us with moving shadows. The 

link below provides a fun example. 

https://vimeo.com/217097760 

 
facebook.com/steve.dudrow 

facebook.com/desertadventuresphotography

 
 
 

A 

Winter Night Sky Beauty 
By Steve Dudrow, CIG & Public Lands Volunteer 

Return to Main Page 

Credit: 
Wonderdome 
Mobile 
Planetarium 

Credit:  
Steve Dudrow 

https://www.friendsofgoldbutte.org/2020/11/30/gold-butte-winter-star-gazing/
https://www.friendsofgoldbutte.org/2020/11/30/gold-butte-winter-star-gazing/
https://vimeo.com/299368069
https://vimeo.com/217097760
https://www.facebook.com/steve.dudrow
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Culturally Responsive Teaching in Outdoor Education 

 
 
 

 

ow you engage with participants in 
outdoor programs will be an important 
part of creating robust learning 

environments. 
   The how, in part, is to bring culturally 
responsive teaching (CRT) into outdoor 
education. From author Zaretta Hammond  
book, Culturally Responsive Teaching & the 
Brain, we’ve taken away two parts to bridging 
CRT into outdoor education: 1) understanding 
culture as a way 
that every brain 
makes sense of the 
world and 2) 
questioning 
strategies can be 
used to engross all 
participants in 
outdoor learning. 
   “Culturally 
responsive teaching 
is less about using 
racial pride as a 
motivator and more 
about mimicking students' cultural learning 
styles and tools. These are strategies their 
moms, dads, grandmas, and other community 
folks use to teach them life skills and 
basic concepts long before they come to school 
and during out-of-school time”, writes 
Hammond. Many diverse students have 
memory-making neurons linked in oral cultural 
traditions. Remembering the ABCs was easier 
with a song, right? 
   Each of us have diverse connections to the 
Land, and not everything can be connected 

to sterilized messages surrounding the how, 
when, and where questions. The why 
questions are important, and often have to be 
answered within oneself rather than 
discussed out loud. Prioritize setting aside time 
for introspection. Providing a chance for 
participants to stride toward their own answers 
regarding the why questions about the 
Land is crucial for building genuine connections 
in place-based outdoor learning. 

   But while 
personal why 
questions are 
essential to outdoor 
learning, they need 
to be 
paired with the 
how, when, and 
where questions. 
The strategy for 
how these 
questions are asked 
can help guide the 

group to deeper levels of connection and 
extension as 
they explore these ideas. Place-based learning 
should not take the form of a test or 
worksheet. As outdoor educators, we should 
strive to limit the amount of binary, right 
and wrong, questions we ask. Probe the 
participants, ask why we know that, can they 
give examples, etc. 
   Understanding how different backgrounds 
and cultures shape participant perspectives 
while utilizing open, inquiry-based questions 
can help increase group engagement in a 
holistic and authentic way.

 

 

 

H 

By Cass Arsenault, Lead Interpretive Naturalist, and Garrett Johnson, Instructional Guide, 
Johnson Nature Center in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 

 

Return to Main Page 

Credit: Middleweb.com 
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Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing interpretive work being done by members, 
like you, all across NAI. This award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as 
well as the winners' supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Your Story 
 

 
Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

NAI Shining Star Award 

Return to Main Page 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=hmanier@interpnet.com
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Membership/Faces_of_NAI_videos/nai/_membership/Faces_of_NAI.aspx?hkey=2d491c04-77fb-494a-ab48-a037bd68e009
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=pcaputo@interpnet.com
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What Is It?  
By Alex Sosnowski, AccuWeather Senior Meteorologist 

 
 

     Hoarfrost
 

oarfrost can create dramatic and stunning 
scenes as ice needles form on objects in 
the wintertime, but what exactly is it and 

how does it form? The term "hoarfrost" is derived 
from the Old English meaning of frost resembling an 
old man's beard. Except for those who have never 
ventured out of the tropics, most everyone has 
witnessed frost during the early-morning hours at 
some point during the cold weather season. For 
those that have not, it's that fuzzy ice that forms on 
the windshield and damages tender flowers and 
vegetables during the spring and fall. 
   From a more scientific standpoint, frost or 
hoarfrost forms when moisture in the air skips the 
water droplet stage and appear directly as ice 
crystals on an object. However, hoarfrost is much 
rarer and more photogenic than your standard 
windshield or garden variety frost. For one, the 
needles of ice in hoarfrost can become several 
inches long in extreme cases and can form on the 
sides of and beneath objects, as well as on top. 
   Frost and hoarfrost can only form when the air 
and objects are at or below freezing. 
However, while frost 
may form when the 
air is relatively dry, 
the air must be quite 
moist for hoarfrost 
to form. "The key for 
hoarfrost to form is 
there must be an 
influx of moisture 
into the region while 
the air remains 
sufficiently cold," 
according to 
AccuWeather Senior Meteorologist Dan Kottlowski. 
That moisture can be in the form of more humid air 
gently flowing into the area or the release of 
moisture from an unfrozen stream or lake. 
   "Some of the best places to look for hoarfrost on a 
calm, frigid morning may be downstream of a 
sewage treatment plant or spring around daybreak 
or shortly thereafter," according to AccuWeather 
Senior Meteorologist Dave Dombek. 

The moisture released by a warm stream is 
deposited in the form of long ice needles on below-
freezing objects. 
   "Sometimes the frost needles will grow into the 
direction from which the moisture is arriving from, 
such as one side of a metal fence or tree versus the 
other," according to AccuWeather Senior 
Meteorologist Bob Smerbeck. Hoarfrost can form 
on bridges over an unfrozen stream, lake or bay, 
which can be especially dangerous for unsuspecting 
motorists. 
   Similar in appearance to hoarfrost is rime ice, or 
rime, but there is a fundamental difference. 
While hoarfrost forms directly on objects as ice 
crystals, rime forms when tiny, near-freezing water 
droplets, usually from thick fog and other clouds, 
attach to the surface of a below-freezing object and 
turn into ice immediately on contact. So, rime is 

more like 
accumulating 
freezing dew rather 
than like thick frost. 
In extreme cases, 
rime can build up 
over a few days and 
weigh down trees, 
power lines and 
communication 
towers to the point 
of causing damage 
to them. Rime can 
be found on 

occasions over the deep valleys of the interior West 
in the winter months, but may also occur over the 
high ridges where clouds accompany extended 
periods of below freezing air, such as on top of 
Mount Washington in New Hampshire. 
 

More Hoarfrost and rime ice details at the link: 
https://www.dtn.com/rime-ice-or-hoar-frost-there-is-a-
difference/  

H 

Return to Main Page 

Photo Credit: 

Action 5 News 

https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/what-is-freezing-fog/70006895
https://www.dtn.com/rime-ice-or-hoar-frost-there-is-a-difference/
https://www.dtn.com/rime-ice-or-hoar-frost-there-is-a-difference/
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Looking Ahead to 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here are a few other events to look forward to in 2022

  11 = Learn Your Name in Morse Code Day 
  20 = Penguin Awareness Day 
  21 = Squirrel Appreciation Day 

 
  2 = Groundhog Day 
  4-20 = Winter Olympics in Beijing China 
    Olympic Winter Sports Animals LINK 
  17 = Random Act of Kindness Day 

  3 = I Want You to be Happy Day 
  14 = Pi Day 
  30 = Take a Walk in the Park Day 

  12 = Grilled Cheese Day 
  14 = International Moment of Laughter Day 
  17 = Haiku Poetry Day 

  4 = Star Wars Day 
  13 = Frog Jumping Day 
  21 = Talk Like Yoda Day 

  1 = Say Something Nice Day 
  15 = Nature Photography Day 
  19 = Sauntering Day 

  1 = International Joke Day 
  13 = Embrace Your Geekness Day 
  20 = Space Exploration Day 

  8 = Happiness Happens Day 
  16 = Tell a Joke Day 
  26 = Dog Appreciation Day 
  31 = Eat Outside Day 

  1 = No Rhyme or Reason Day 
  16 = Collect Rocks Day 
  19 = International Talk Like a Pirate Day 

  7 = World Smile Day 
  17 = Wear Something Gaudy Day 
  20 = International Sloth Day 

  4 = Common Sense Day 
  8 = Tongue Twister Day 
  11 = Origami Day 

  1 = Eat a Red Apple Day 
  8 = Pretend to Be a Time Traveler Day 
  23 = Festivus (For the Rest of Us!) 

                                   
Return to Main Page 
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