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s we continue with the transitions 
and challenges of 2021, we hope 
that you continue to provide 
nature interpretation with 

confidence and passion.  
 
Your content is welcome anytime.  
Send any articles, poems, photos, news  
to Newsletter Editor, John Miller at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.
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Mary Loan 

Director
 

Happy Autumn! 
 
 

s I write this, the mornings are 
just starting to be a little 
cooler, with a touch of “fall” in 

the air.  I don’t know if I have a 
favorite season—I like aspects of 
them all—but fall does have 
something special in it, doesn’t it?  I 
grew up in the Midwest, so fall always 
meant having to rake up a lot of 
leaves in our yard (and jumping in the piles we made, of course!), but I sure 
did enjoy the colors changing before they fell.  And I still do—it is different 
tree species that I see these days, but I do still love to see those fall color 
pictures in between trips to see them in real life.   
   What are some of your favorite fall program ideas?  Do you have any special 
activities that help visitors or students learn about your area in the fall?   
   As I sit enjoying my pumpkin spice baked goods, I am thinking about our 
successful 1st Annual (I hope) Virtual Interpretive Naturalist Conference, that 
happened just about a month ago.  I was so impressed with all the 
information that I was able to gain from the presenters, and how much fun I 
had.  I know that many of you were also able to join us during the workshop 
and I hope that you had as much fun as I did.  And don’t forget - registered 
attendees still have time to catch up on the sessions you missed, by watching 
the recordings in the Whova app for a few more weeks.   
   More great news:  based on the positive response to the virtual conference 
that we just completed, we are already planning next year’s conference.   
Pencil in August 9-11, 2022, for another great learning and sharing experience.   
 

A 

IN Section Officers 
Director 
Mary Loan 
mloan18@yahoo.com 
 

Deputy Director 
Monique Thompson 
raindropranch@gmail.com 
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Philip Waltz 
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Jodi Bucknam 
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Rhana Paris    
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We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be a 
representative for your region! 

From the Trail 

The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the National 
Association for Interpretation 
(NAI). It is published on each 
equinox and solstice. Articles are 
welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage interpretation as 
a profession. Visit: interpnet.com 
for more information. 
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We are still working out a lot of details, but we are 
looking for presenters, virtual field trip hosts and 
volunteers.  If you are able to help with any of those, 
please let any of your officers know.  We wanted to 
give you plenty of notice to think about that 
wonderful presentation that you can share with your 
fellow Interpretive Naturalists or how you can share 
your site through a virtual field trip—I would love to 
see ALL of your sites!!  And we will definitely need 
room monitors/hosts, so if you are willing to help out, 
let us know.   
   And, I want to say a great big THANK YOU to our 
Workshop Committee:  Lori Spencer, John Miller, 
Monique Thompson, Adrienne Johnson.  The whole 
group plus several volunteers helped put on a great 
workshop and they deserve a very loud and very big 
round of applause.  Thank you very much!! 
   I hope you have already cast your ballot for the NAI 
National and Regional/Section Elections—you have a 
few more days to have your voice be heard.  Don’t 
miss out on letting your voice be heard within NAI. 

 
As a final note for this message, I just want to say that 
I hope you are all doing well.  This is the time of year 
when many of us are either losing seasonal staff 
members or are one of those seasonals heading off to 
a different winter adventure.  This is also the time of 
year when some of us can finally take a quick breath 
after a busy summer.  I know this year has been very 
busy in a lot of natural areas plus the added stress 
that COVID-19 has brought, and I can only imagine 
how tired and worn out many of you are.  Please take 
care of yourselves and your programs—you are all 
such a valuable resource to me, to your site, to your 
visitors.  You are doing amazing things out there!  I 
know sometimes it can be hard to see the forest for 

the trees (naturalist talk there!!    ) but I want you to 
know that you are appreciated more than you know, 
and I want to thank you all for the hard work you do 
every day.  I wish I could give each and every one of 
you a special award, but unfortunately this will have 

to do:  Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!     Mary    

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

From the Trail - Continued 

 

Return to Main Page 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/ 
Interest Directory by getting more section members to send 
us their information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary.  
That being said, we encourage you to participate in the 
development of this directory because it will be an effective 
way to build professional connections with your fellow 
Interpretive Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our  
membership (that would be roughly 100  
people) send their contact information and  
a summary of their expertise, specialties,  
and interests. Once we get some critical  
mass, we will post the list on the section  
website for members to access.  
 
 

For more information, email Lori Spencer at 

spencerinterp@gmail.com 

 What is It? 
Can you guess the identity of the 

yellow/orange strands above?  
This is a full view of the item.  

Hint: It is not your typical parasite. 
Answer & more photos on page 15. 

 

Photo Credit: 
John Miller 
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Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 

Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit. Download 
and complete this FORM and send to Monique Thompson at raindropranch@gmail.com.  Special “Thank You” to our recent 
speakers: Jason Fareira (July) and the NAI Board (September).  
 

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
October and November (no December Trivia Night due to NAI Conference) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for the Zoom link to each Trivia Night from NAI email about a week before each event. 
 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Help Needed!  
Communications Co-Chair  
Benefits galore! Build up your resume and learn 
new skills. Work with an incredible team to 
promote IN in social media platforms, 
newsletters, and trivia nights. Interested? 
Contact Monique Thompson, 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

Instagram Account:  IN of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and 
your work! Each week, our Instagram account features our IN of the 
Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, 
your favorite interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, 
and anything else you'd like to share to Monique Thompson, 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 1 
We have one last Region to fill. If you are in the NAI 
Northeast Region and you are good at networking, we 
need your help. You can help gather newsletter content 
such as news, articles, and photos from your Region. 
Contact John Miller interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization and offer 
prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider being a Trivia 
Night Swag Sponsor.  
Contact: Monique Thompson, interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

 

October 7th   
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Storytelling as Interpretation 
  
Max Offerman will be our speaker. When Max Offerman was 
completing an Environmental Studies degree, he never heard 
a professor say, "here's what to do if this makes you anxious, 
or depressed". What if they had? While frontline 
communities already live with the impacts of climate change, 
many parts of the world that have been insulated from 
disaster are still seeing a mental toll -- especially in children. 
In 2019, OxfordLanguage found a 4,290% increase in the use 
of the word "eco-anxiety" (anxiety stemming from the 
climate crisis) and research shows large percentages of young 
people feeling "hopeless" and "anxious" in the face of climate 
change. Why is the conversation causing us to shut down? 
How can we change the narrative? What do we say to 
children and adults alike? Max is interested in reframing 
climate change and the narratives surrounding it, so we may 
cultivate the resilience needed to create a sustainable future. 

November th4 
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Murder, Mayhem, and Death in 
Victorian Christmas Greetings 

Karla Strain will be our speaker. If you have 
ever looked at a Victorian Christmas card 
you may have noticed some do not depict a 
warm fuzzy Holiday scene!  Learn why 
scenes of murder, mayhem, and death were 
ways for Victorians to say “A Loving 
Christmas Greeting” to their loved ones.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, we will have a cool trivia quiz. 

Return to Main Page 

Credit: BBC Radio4 

https://www.interpnet.com/nai/docs/Cert-Courses/continuing_ed.pdf
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5 
 

 
 

 

 

 
he IN Section Officers wish to thank everyone 
who was a part of the recent IN Section’s first 
ever Virtual Conference this past August. With 

a total of 97 paid participants and 16 presentations, 
it was truly a success. For those who did attend, the 
post conference poll is still active. We need your 
feedback on your experiences with this year’s 
conference. 
   With the feedback we have received so far, we 
plan to conduct another virtual IN Section Virtual 
Conference in 2022. Using the information from this 
summer’s questionnaire, the second week of 
August tended to be the most favorable time. With 
that in mind, we have chosen August 9-11th for the 
2022 Conference. We will try and spread out the 
conference over 3 half days instead of 2 full days. 
 

We need three things from you! 
First, give us your thoughts on the theme or focus 
for next year’s conference. It can be a phrase, single 
word, or concept. We want this conference to fit 
your interpretive naturalist needs. 
   Second, please consider being a presenter or 
virtual field trip host for the conference. With 11 
months to plan we hope to see even more 
presentations and field trips from across the 
country. If you would like to be a presenter at the 
2022 conference, please contact the IN Section 
Officers at: interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  
   Third, the one thing we learned is that we could 
use more help. We have need for session 
moderators, tech team members, and social media 
assistance. To be a part of the 2022 conference 
planning team, please contact IN Section Officers at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

T 

Return to Main Page 

Save these dates for the 2022  

IN Section Virtual Conference 

August 9-11, 2022 

Please save these dates and 

be looking for more details 

on the IN Section website. 

Interpretive Naturalist 

Section Virtual Conference 

A special THANK YOU to the following 

presenters for making the 2021 Virtual 

Conference so memorable:   

Ted Cable, Paul Caputo, Christie Collins,  

Tammis Coffin, Sabrina Deschamps, Lari Jo 

Edwards, Dr. Jacquie Gilson, Emily Jacobs, 

Ashley Krueger, Mary Loan, MaryAnn 

McGarry, Francis Mendoza, John Miller, 

Cory Keester-O’Mills, Rhana Paris, 

Adrienne Provenzano, Milward Simpson, 

Wren Smith, Pete Stobie, and Song Stott 

 

 

GOOD NEWS: You can still be a part of the 2021 Virtual 

Conference and earn 20 CEC Hours! 

Because the Whova app allows you to see all of the presentations 

and virtual tours until November 12, 2021, you have the 

opportunity to sign up and see all the sessions.  To sign up for the 

2021 conference go to: 
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/nai/_certification/registration/Webinar_

Display.aspx?EventKey=IN_2021  

Cost is $30 ($25 for Students, Seasonals, & Retirees).  

Any questions, contact interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to Ro Bowman for 

being the 2021 Quiz Champion! 

mailto:interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com
mailto:interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/nai/_certification/registration/Webinar_Display.aspx?EventKey=IN_2021
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/nai/_certification/registration/Webinar_Display.aspx?EventKey=IN_2021
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NAI National Conference 
November 30 – December 4, 2021 

AI 2021's theme, "The Shifting Sands of Interpretation," addresses 
not just the distinct, beautiful landscape of Palm Springs, California, 
but the many changes happening in our profession and the world at 

large. Sessions will highlight how interpreters are navigating the shifting 
sands, and what the future holds on the other side. 
 
Speaking of change, NAI is planning a hybrid in-person/virtual conference in 
2021. If you can't make it to Palm Springs for the event, we'll miss you, but 
you can join us online! 
 
More details at: 
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.
aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3  
 
 

N 

Photos by Joseph Gerans 
 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Events/NAI_National_Workshop/nai/_events/NAI_National_Workshop.aspx?hkey=881321c0-ef64-4783-84bb-67a3edcc12e3
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Hidden Sounds 
 Article by Ranger Steve (Mueller) at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, Cedar Springs, Michigan 

 
eep within tree and shrub canopy some 
birds sing to announce their presence 
without exposing themselves to predators. 

Gray tree frogs sing from obscure shrub branches or 
hidden crevice in house siding. Chipmunks cluck 
from logs and red squirrels chatter on needle filled 
pine branches.  
   Many of us have experienced a stern scolding 
from a red squirrel when we entered what it 
considers its territory. Animals lay 
claim to territorial space in order 
to establish adequate room for 
rearing a family. The living space 
might provide essential food, 
water, and shelter but maybe not. 
Protected territory space does 
not always meet basic needs for 
survival.  
   That is fine for some species 
because space needed for family 
raising is different from where 
they acquire food and water 
during the breeding season. They 
leave a smaller size nesting “territory” to feed in 
social groups or to visit convenient watering areas 
in “home range” space.  
   Common grackles and red-winged blackbirds 
gather in feeding groups within inches of one 
another but will not tolerate such closeness in 
nesting territory. At nesting sites, larger territories 
are guarded by singing males. Even females have 
territories. Not all species behave in this manner. 
   Gulls, terns, swallows, and several other species 
nest in close proximity to one another. There are 
advantages and disadvantages for colonial nesting. 
Isolation is important for the hidden singers.  
  Colorful warblers, thrushes, chickadees, sparrows, 
finches and many others need isolated hidden 
locations to successfully raise a family. Many do not 
succeed with the difficult challenge. Singing from a 
hidden podium offers protection from predators 
when birds claim breeding territories. Sometimes 
the danger from predators is not significant but 
breeding song still comes from among the thickness 
of leaves.  
    

 
 
 
 

  It is nearly impossible to see other birds of their 
own species in the thick of the woods. Searching 
every tree and shrub for intruders would take time 
away from gathering food and courting. Instead, 
each species has a unique song to sing from hidden 

locations to warn others “this 
space is taken”. When one dares 
challenge the boundary, the 
resident will hear the song and 
travel to oust a space competitor.  
   Territorial singing is most 
prevalent early in the day. Birds 
patrol their boundary singing 
from hidden locations. Sound 
travels well through the canopy 
where sight is limited. In addition 
to sound being an important 
territorial marker, color is 
important when the birds see one 

another. When seen, particular colors might make 
birds see “Red” in the case of another male and 
causes them to defend a territory. The beautiful 
flash of color patterns owned by many birds are 
also used to woo a mate.  
   Singing from a hidden location can protect nature 
niche food, water, and shelter from others of the 
same species during family upbringing. Once 
appropriate space is established, the bird can 
display its flamboyance to a resident female.   
  Great variety of species behaviors fill habitats. The 
red-winged blackbird does not sing from a hidden 
place. Instead, it stands bold on a cattail in an open 
marsh. Explore and witness hundreds of species in 
your location that have unique habitats and diverse 
behaviors.  
   Listen and enjoy the hidden sounds of nature even 
when you do not get to enjoy seeing the maker. 
 
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed 
to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs,  

MI 49319. 

 

D 

Return to Main Page 

Editor Note: This article was overlooked 

for the Spring Issue. Deep apologies to 

the author for this oversight. 

Photo Credit: My2ndHeartBeat 
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Book Review – By Steve Dudrow, CIG 

 

Wilderness On The Rocks  By: Howie Wolke 

 
 

ow often do you get to 
read a book that was 
written in jail? Well, 

here you go, meet Howie 
Wolke writing from an 8 by 
12-foot steel jail cell in 
Pinedale, Wyoming.  
   Understand, also that the 
book preface was written 
George Hayduke as told to 
Edward Abbey and it comes 
with a written disclaimer that 
nothing in the book is 
encouraging anyone to 
undertake illegal actions.   
   Hmmm, Abbey, Heyduke, 
Earth First!, Dave Foreman 
review on the back cover, 
written in jail, might there be 
some monkeywrenching 
going on here? 
   If I am leading you on to expect a rollicking 
book of mayhem, well you would be wrong. 
While Howie did write the bulk of this book 
while he was serving a short (Easy for me to say 
short, Howie might not have felt that way) 
sentence for pulling out survey stakes for a 
road in a Wyoming roadless area, it is a book 
loaded with the history of our wild areas, the 
good, the bad, and ugly. Why the current 
practice of protecting small islands of 
wilderness are not working as they isolate 
species. Howie explains why we need BIG 

wilderness areas not just the 
peaks and rocks, the slopes, 
forests, rivers, and low land 
breeding grounds are 
needed.  
   The last chapter is certainly 
one of my favorites as he 
delves into the Wildfires of 
1988 in Yellowstone and the 
general western US. That is 
the year our family moved to 
Colorado and witnessed the 
beautiful smoky sunsets along 
the front range. The next year 
we visited Yellowstone and 
were privileged to experience 
the burn areas now full of 
beautiful wildflowers, those 
will small pines already 
growing, and areas burnt 

hard with nothing growing. My wife and I 
enjoyed the area 30 years later with young 
growth forests flourishing. Howie’s insightful 
knowledge of years of government indecision 
to fight or not to fight fires, to clear old growth 
forest or not, to allow logging in National Parks 
and Wilderness or not.  
   Is it good that a book written 30 years ago 
about saving our wilderness areas is still 
relevant today? Or is it bad. 
   If you live out west and/or enjoy the solitude 
of the wilderness you will literally eat this book 
up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

H 

Image Credit: Amazon 

Return to Main Page 
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Embracing Individuality During Uncertainty 
By: Sabrina Deschamps, Huron-Clinton Metroparks 

 

t’s without question that the past 18 months 
have tested many of our interpretive limits. As 
the world came to a halt in 2020, the 

programming we once knew seemed to 
evaporate right before our very eyes as building 
closures, working from 
home, and virtual 
programming became the 
new normal.  While the 
changes caused by COVID-
19 created feelings of 
uncertainty, it also 
provided a springboard 
for incredible innovation. 
Many of us found new 
ways to do interpretation 
at our sites and still stay 
connected with our 
visitors. We showed our spirit of resilience by 
refusing to let the pandemic stand in the way of 
doing what we do best…interpretation. 
 
Now in 2021 and approaching fall, one thing is for 
certain. Changes continue and challenges still 
exist. Some of us have returned to in person 
programming, others are still working virtually, 
and many are doing a combination of the two. No 
matter what space we’re working in, the road 
ahead is still unclear. So how do we make 
meaningful connections during a time when it 
feels like it’s needed the most? Sure, we can 
continue using the methods and techniques 
taught to us during CIG, but how can we dig 
deeper? 
 
It's no secret that our field is filled with 
individuals who possess unique combinations of 
skills and talents that runs the gamut from art to 
music and acting to writing. Why not include 
them into our programs? Why not include part of 
ourselves in our programs? The thought of this 

idea can be daunting. Our minds may run through 
all “what if” questions to find every reason to not 
follow through this idea. The fear of facing 
rejection or disinterest is valid, but it shouldn’t 
stop us from trying anyway. 

 
  Back in May of 2020 
when I decided to take 
this leap myself, I had no 
clue where my idea was 
going to take me. I just 
thought “this would be 
something cool to try”. I 
took my love of makeup 
and interpretation and 
combined them to 

create my Instagram 
account, 

@a.stroke.of.nature. Since starting my account, 
the response has been overwhelmingly positive. 
The tremendous amount of support I’ve received 
from my followers and fellow colleagues is 
something I never thought would have happened. 
 
Something I’ve learned from my experience is 
that expressing the parts of ourselves that make 
us individually unique provides an amazing 
opportunity to create connections that go beyond 
our sites. Sharing our personal interests and 
stories cultivates deeper connections with our 
audience. It is an approach that penetrates their 
hearts and minds and evoke emotions more 
powerful than we may ever realize. Sounds like 
interpretation, right? I thought so too. 
 
As we look ahead to 2022, I encourage readers to 
take this article as source of inspiration to create 
enriching programs incorporating your owns 
interests and flair because you never know what 
meaningful connections you’ll make in the 
process. 

 
  

I 

Screen shot of Sabrina’s live demonstration during 
the recent Virtual IN Section Conference 

Return to Main Page 
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Tree Poem 
by Kaitlyn Scheffler, Grant’s Pass, Oregon 

Return to Main Page 
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o you dream of walks on 
clear black nights under 
sparkling stars? It has 

always been a pleasure for me. It 
was especially enjoyable in my 
early adult years to invite a girl to 
join me for a night walk. Perhaps 
she thought I was seeking a 
romantic evening. I was young and 
innocent and bent on astronomical 
sightings. Karen, my wife, can 
attest to my science inquiry 
priority. It is a wonder I ever 
romanced. 
   Birds are big time star gazers and 
put off romance also. As spring 
arrives birds get anxious for a sky 
trip. No walking road trips for 
them. Spring migration with star gazing is a priority. 
Getting from winter areas to breeding sites is a major 
undertaking and over half perish before completing a 
return trip. About 40% of waterfowl do not complete 
the round trip. It is a reason having many eggs and 
more than one brood is essential. Migration requires 
lots of energy but little planning. Ingrained in their 
brain is a travel route. Fall migration affords significant 
challenge also. 
   Four major flyways are used in North America. They 
are the Atlantic, Mississippi, Central, and Pacific. Some 
birds including some waterfowl and shorebirds 
migrate east/west, but most have a north/south 
movement. 
   How birds get from one location to another has 
received great inquiry, scientific testing and still has 
many unanswered questions. The Earth’s magnetic 
field helps birds orient. Landmarks like the Mississippi 
River are instrumental for navigation. A great 
percentage of birds migrate at night when visual cues 
are obscured. The illuminated starlit sky is crucial. It 
has been found that young Indigo Buntings must be 
exposed to the stars during the first month of life to 
imprint on the sky for proper migration behavior.  
   Birds have been placed in planetariums with the 
night sky rotated and birds moved in a direction 
consistent with star placement for migration.  
   When it is cloudy and stars used for navigation are 
obscured, birds use alternate star groups. If a view of 
all stars is blocked, it is like blinding the birds. They 
need to stop migration or use alternate navigation 
methods. Birds fly at various elevations with smaller 

birds flying at 2000 to 3000 feet. Larger 
birds often fly 2 to 3 times that height 
but most travel below 3000 feet.  
   On heavily clouded nights birds fly 
closer to the ground. My thought is 
they might do this to better hear 
sounds. Ground sounds such a wave 
action are documented as useful for 
navigation. In the absence of star 
viewing, sound might be important. I 
have not seen studies supporting my 
idea, but many unknowns are pending 
study.  
   Timing of migration is associated with 
seasonal progression of sun and stars. 
Not only is bird travel dependent on 
sun/star position and length of 
day/night hours, but it also depends on 

availability of emerging food. If birds arrive at a travel 
destination and food is not available massive 
starvation is likely. This has been repeatedly 
documented. I have witnessed it with swallow arrival 
when insect food was not on the wing. Fall feeding 
stops are essential.  
   A problem birds cannot anticipate are effects of 
climate change. When birds arrive and food is not 
available, they die, and their genes are not passed on 
to the next generation. The population numbers 
decline, and they can become endangered or face 
extinction. Climate change is challenging the human 
economy and community sustainability. It is having a 
negative impact on many animal populations. The 
speed of climate change is occurring faster than birds 
can readily adapt. For a healthy planet, reduction of 
atmospheric carbon is essential. 
   Once birds arrive on breeding grounds, they shift 
from star gazers to romancing a mate to insure 
survival of their species. American Woodcocks at Ody 
Brook foot stomp and dance in circles with a buzzy 
nasal peent in spring. After sufficient ground dancing, 
they take flight, circle high overhead, and dive toward 
the ground with a twittering that ends before landing. 
In fall they are frequently flushed and hang around to 
November. Pick a species and focus on its seasonal 
movements, perils, and successes. Lead a group to 
help them enjoy. 
 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed 
to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs,  
MI 49319

D 
By Ranger Steve Mueller, Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, Cedar Springs, Michigan 

Birds Star Gaze 
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ast July upon the 
birth of our first 
grandchild my wife 

Gwen, said “Steve, why 
don’t you create a 
children’s book based on 
Teddy’s coming 
adventures”. Thanks to 
Gwen I dove in full 
throttle filling time with 
Teddy’s Adventures. 
   It is not like I am sitting 
around or anything, my 
volunteer archaeology 
and wilderness steward 
gigs keep me busy. Throw 
in my cultural site graffiti remediation work, 
hike leader schedule and my week is normally 
full. However, there are the nights.  It did help 
that our full volunteer schedule for 2021 went 
kaput because of the virus. We were scheduled 
interpretive volunteers at Catoctin Mountain 
Park in Maryland April-May, June-August at 
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park and finally at 
Deschutes National Forest in September. A 
busy spring/summer for sure.  
   We went ahead and published our first book 
“Teddys Ranch” with the various images 
available for free download. All in all, it was a 
fun undertaking and while our first book did 
not make the New Your Times bestseller list, it 
did OK. Book #2 was still in the hands of our 
first illustrator when we were asked to be Artist 
in Residence at a cute little art gallery in 
Arizona. The idea came up of a book to sell 
there about the Sonoran Desert (Teddy 
Explores the Sonoran Desert) and we started to 
work on that. We were wanting our Teddy 
character to break out of “stick person” mode 
and was going slightly crazy finding an 
illustrator who could breathe life into Teddy’s 

arms and legs. It took our 
son (Teddy’s dad) to say, 
“why don’t you just keep 
with the Teddy you used 
initially, after all South 
Park and Family guy get 
away with limited 
graphics”.  We were 
happy with the final 
product although that gig 
was also cancelled 
because of, well you know 
what.  
   Anyway, we now have 
six Teddy’s Adventures 
books for sale on Amazon. 

Our public lands volunteer pals are all willing to 
lend a hand with pictures, knowledge, and fun 
suggestions. Two archaeological themed books 
are in the final phases with all book profits 
going to the non-profits associated with the 
book themes. We are deep into a climate 
changed themed book, getting lots and lots of 
help with this one, but finding it difficult to limit 
the page count as there is so much to say. 
It is fun for me to enjoy my fellow CIG’s as they 
use various media (John Griffith - video, Robin 
Wellman - prerecorded field trips, Paul Caputo 
– Zoom meetings) and I have discovered 
publishing fun little children’s books as mine.  
   If you would like us to create a Teddy’s 
Adventure for your park/museum/location, 
please let us know and we can collaborate. All 
profits will be donated to your favorite non-
profit. If you would like my templates and 
process to publish your own via Kindle Direct 
Publishing, I would be more than happy to 
share. 
 
You can see more at the Amazon Authors Page: 
https://www.amazon.com/author/stevedudrow 

 

L 
Teddy’s Adventures Story and photo by Steve Dudrow 
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Slip Sliding Away  
 

 
 

 

ccording to a recent report by the U.S. Global 
Change Research Program, Alaska is among 
the fastest warming regions on Earth. In fact, 

2919 was the hottest summer on record in Alaska. I 
can attest to that as 2019 was the first of my six 
summers in Juneau, Alaska that heat exhaustion 
was a concern while leading interpretive programs 
throughout the Tongass National Forest. 
   Juneau is surrounded on three sides by the 1,500 
square-mile Juneau Icefield, home to 38 large 
glaciers. The Mendenhall Glacier, which I showcase 
during my programs for Gastineau Guiding 
Company, is one of those glaciers. Although still 
visible and majestic, the glacier is rapidly 
disappearing. U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
administrators anticipate the glacier will recede out 
of sight from the Mendenhall Glacier Recreation 
Area’s visitor center by 2050. The Mendenhall 
Recreation Area is within the Tongass National 
Forest.  
   The glacier’s retreat concerns U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS) administrators because more than 500,000 
tourists visit the recreation area annually just to see 
the glacier. 

 
 
  Anticipating the economic and sociological impact 
of the Mendenhall Glacier disappearing from sight, 
the USFS has a plan to ensure visitors will be “able 
to touch the ice” in years to come. Still in the 

exploratory stage, the Mendenhall Glacier Master 
Plan is a 25-year development plan within a larger 
50-year vision for improving the recreation area’s 
amenities, including ensuring visitor access to the 
shrinking glacier. 
   The plan proposes building a remote visitor center 
across the lake from the current visitor center. 
Boats will transport visitors across the lake to the 
remote visitor center. 

“Creating a water-based glacier access system 
across Mendenhall Lake will help to meet long-term 
user needs for safe and efficient access to the 
glacier from the Visitor Center,” the plan states. 
“The remote glacier facility will be composed of 
structures that can be relocated as the glacier 
recedes.” 
   Admittedly, I look forward to the improvements 
outlined in the Mendenhall Glacier Master Plan – 
for future guides. I will be retired long before 2050.

 

A 

Mendenhall Glacier, a visible indicator of Alaska’s climate crises 
 By Aleta Walther, CIG, ATG, CTA 

 

Mendenhall Glacier, 1926:  
Photo courtesy of the Alaska State Library 

 

Mendenhall Glacier, 2019: Photo by Aleta Walther 

Concept drawing of the remote visitor 

center, Mendenhall Glacier Master Plan 
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Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing interpretive work being done by members, 
like you, all across NAI. This award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as 
well as the winners' supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Your Story 
 

 
Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

NAI Shining Star Award 
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What Is It? ANSWER 
By John Miller  

 
 
 

Dodder (Cuscuta spp.) 
odder is known by many names such as: 
strangleweed, angel/witch’s hair, love 
vines, hairweed, devil’s gut/hair/ringlet; 

beggarweed, fireweed, goldthread, scaldweed. 
 
Several species are found across North 
America. These are plant parasites that look 
like a mass of yellow or orange spaghetti-like 
vines strewn and wrapped around the stems of 
other plants. They attach to the tissues of host 
plants by sucker like 
structures called 
haustoria.  
 
Dodder is one of the 
few plants that lack 
chlorophyll. They still 
produce flowers and 
seeds, but their 
nourishment comes 
at the expense of a 
wide variety of host 
plants. While it is simply an unusual and odd 
plant across most of North America, it has 
become an important pest of agricultural and 
ornamental plants in a few parts of the US. In 
the tropics and other warm regions, where 
dodders are not killed by freezing weather 
every winter, dodders can survive for years, 
growing up into the tops of trees.  

But in temperate zones, dodders are generally 
low-growing plants since they must regrow 
from seed each year. 

 
In English, the word dodder is both a 
noun and a verb. Although they’re 
spelled the same way today, 
apparently these began as two 
different words. The verb, meaning “to 
wobble weakly or progress feebly,” is 
from the Middle English dadiren. 
Linguists call this a frequentative verb 
(like teeter, totter, glimmer, putter, 
and blabber). The noun, referring to 

the plant, was doder in Middle English and is 
related to a 13th-century Germanic word toter, 
which referred to egg yolk as well as the yolk-
colored plant. 
 
More dodder details at the USDA link: 
https://www.invasive.org/browse/subinfo.cfm?
sub=4694    

 

Nature Quote 

"Those who contemplate the beauty of 
the earth find reserves of strength that 
will endure as long as life lasts."     
                                                  - Rachel Carson 

D 
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