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s we move into the second half of 2021, 
challenges and opportunities still exist. 
We hope that you continue to provide 
nature interpretation with positivity and 

confidence. Your content is welcome anytime. 
Send any articles, poems, photos, news to 
Newsletter Editor, John Miller at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  
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Mary Loan 

Director
 

Greetings IN 
Members! 
 
 

ell…it’s hot out.  And 
going to get hotter this 
week.  We are 

expecting to see potential record-
setting temperatures this week, 
as is much of the western United 
States.  I hope that all of you who 
are working outside can stay cool 
(enough) and get plenty of 
breaks.  And don’t forget to 
hydrate, hydrate and hydrate 
some more.  It seems crazy that it 
is so hot this early – it’s barley 
official “summer”.  So, take this as 
a reminder to take care and stay 
safe this summer. 
   Some exciting things are 
happening with the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section right now, 
some of which you can read 
about in this newsletter.  One of 
the most exciting is that we are 
planning a virtual conference for 
the Section in August—our first 
section conference in many years.         
    

                
We are still looking for 
presenters, virtual field trip hosts 
and volunteers for the 
conference.  If you are interested 
in any of these opportunities, let 
our program chair or any of our 
officers know.  You can find more 
information in this newsletter and 
in your email.  We would love to 
have you be a presenter to share 
your interpretive knowledge with 
your fellow naturalists.  I know 
that there is so much talent 
within our membership, and I also 
know that I can learn from all of 
you.  Think about it—I would love 
to hear from you! 

 

W 

IN Section Officers 
Director 
Mary Loan 
mloan18@yahoo.com 
 

Deputy Director 
Monique Thompson 
raindropranch@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer/Secretary 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
  

Elections Chair 
Philip Waltz 
PhilipW@ssprd.org  
 

Scholarship Chair 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
  

Awards Chair 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
 

Web Master 
Adrianne Johnson 
storeykid@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
John Miller 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

Regional Representatives 
Region 1 
Representative Needed 
 

Region 2 
Jodi Bucknam 
jodibucknam@yahoo.com 
 

Amanda Lobdell 
Amanda.lobdell@alleghenycounty.us 
 

Region 3 
Rhana Paris    
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com  
 

Region 4  
Julie Gee 
julie.gee@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

Jennifer DuBey 
dubeyjennifer01@gmail.com 

 
Region 5 
Christy Graser 
cgraser@fvpd.net  
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Lari Jo Edwards 
yourinnernaturalist@gmail.com 
 

Region 7 
Kathy Brazelton 
kathy_brazelton@nps.gov  
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birdiegoingsouth@icloud.com  
 

Region 8 
Aleta Walther 
aleta@prwriterpro.com 
 

Region 9 
Mary Sullivan  
marybourke.sullivan@gmail.com 
 

Region 10 
Laura Busby 
fauna46@yahoo.com  
 

We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be a 
representative for your region! 

From the Trail 

The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the National 
Association for Interpretation 
(NAI). It is published on each 
equinox and solstice. Articles are 
welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage interpretation as 
a profession. Visit: interpnet.com 
for more information. 

mailto:mloan18@yahoo.com
mailto:raindropranch@gmail.com
mailto:spencerinterp@gmail.com
mailto:PhilipW@ssprd.org
mailto:spencerinterp@gmail.com
mailto:spencerinterp@gmail.com
mailto:storeykid@yahoo.com
mailto:interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com
mailto:rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com
mailto:birdiegoingsouth@icloud.com
mailto:fauna46@yahoo.com
http://www.interpnet.com/


3 
 

 
 
   If you can’t give a presentation or a virtual field trip, 
I hope you will be able to attend our workshop.  We 
are going to have some great information to share, 
talk about and learn.  Plus…now hold on to your 
hats…we will have the fabulous Ted Cable as one of 
our keynote speakers!  Ted has been a pioneer in 
interpretation for many years, and he will be sharing 
some of his insights to today’s interpreters.  I am 
really looking forward to his presentation. 
   We also recognize that August is not necessarily the 
best time to attend a workshop or training, so we 
want you to know that if you register for the 
workshop, you will have access to the presentations 
for several weeks after the workshop is finished.  You 
will be able to revisit your favorite presentations and 
watch ones you may have missed.  This is a great 
opportunity for all of us naturalists and I hope you 
will join us! 
   Another exciting event that will be happening this 
year is our elections—Yay!  I know…elections are 
maybe not the most exciting thing, but they are an 
essential part of our section being a successful part of 
NAI and continuing to provide services to our 
members.  Our section has three officer positions:  
Director, Deputy Director and Secretary/Treasurer.  
The terms are for three years, starting in January 
2022.  The position descriptions can be found at NAI 
Community Resources and click on NAI Community 
Manuals. Pages 6-9 have the position descriptions.  If 
you are interested in running for any of these 
 

positions or have questions about the duties let me 
know.  
   If the thought of running for a Sectional Leadership 
position does not work for you right now but you still 
want to help the section, we have plenty of 
committee and other volunteer opportunities 
available also.  You can contact any of our officers for 
more information about potential positions or events 
that you can help with.   
   And, maybe the most exciting thing is that it is 
finally summer!  I know that summer for most of us 
means the “busy time” I think it also is the time that 
we are in our element and helping our visitors to 
understand the resources we interpret for and with 
them.  I hope that you are able to get out and enjoy 
where you are working—especially those who are 
working at a new site—and have some fun while you 
are interpreting and during your off time.  I still think 
back fondly on all the sites where I have worked and 
still have a list of places that I wished I had visited 
while I was at each site. Now they are on my list of 
places to go back to!  Try not to have too long of a list 
like this for yourself.  One of the joys of our jobs is 
that we get to work in some fabulous places and 
share those fabulous places with others—be sure to 
experience all you can.  And if you have some good 
tips, tricks, presentations, or just cool places you 
have visited, you can share those with your fellow 
interpreters on our IN Section Facebook and 
Instagram pages.  Stay cool and enjoy the season! 

Mary      

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

From the Trail - Continued 

 

Credit: Marine Madness 

Return to Main Page 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/ 
Interest Directory by getting more section members to send us 
their information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary.  
That being said, we encourage you to participate in the 
development of this directory because it will be an effective way 
to build professional connections with your fellow Interpretive 
Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our  
membership (that would be roughly 100  
people) send their contact information and a  
summary of their expertise, specialties, and  
interests. Once we get some critical mass, we  
will post the list on the section website for  
members to access.  
 

For more information, email Lori Spencer at 

spencerinterp@gmail.com 

 What is It? 
Can you guess the identity of the 
item above? This is a full view of 
the item. Hint: It has a common 

name of “Mermaid’s Purse”. 
Answer & more photos on page 16. 
 

https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Resources/NAI_Administrative_Documents/Organizational_Unit_Resources/nai/_resources/Admin_Docs/OU_Resources.aspx?hkey=815980a9-12a9-46d7-bfd4-188f86a971e8
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Resources/NAI_Administrative_Documents/Organizational_Unit_Resources/nai/_resources/Admin_Docs/OU_Resources.aspx?hkey=815980a9-12a9-46d7-bfd4-188f86a971e8
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Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 

Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit. Download 
and complete this FORM and send to Monique Thompson at raindropranch@gmail.com.  Special “Thank You” to our recent 
speakers: Sabrina Mastroianna (April), Clark Hancock (May), and Ashley Kruger (June).  
 

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for the Zoom link to each Trivia Night from NAI email about a week before each event. 
 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Help Needed!  
Communications Co-Chair  
Benefits galore! Build up your resume and learn 
new skills. Work with an incredible team to 
promote IN in social media platforms, 
newsletters, and trivia nights. Interested? 
Contact Monique Thompson, 
raindropranch@gmail.com 

 

Instagram Account:  IN of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and 
your work! Each week, our Instagram account features our IN of the 
Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, 
your favorite interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, 
and anything else you'd like to share to Monique Thompson, 
raindropranch@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 1 
We have one last Region to fill. If you are in the NAI 
Northeast Region and you are good at networking, we 
need your help. You can help gather newsletter content 
such as news, articles, and photos from your Region. 
Contact John Miller interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization and offer 
prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider being a Trivia 
Night Swag Sponsor.  
Contact: Monique Thompson, raindropranch@gmail.com 

 

July 1st  
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Storytelling as Interpretation 
  
Jason Fareira will be our  
speaker. Stories are all  
around us. There are the  
stories we tell ourselves and  
the stories we tell others.  
As interpreters, we tell the  
story of culture, nature, and  
when we get it right, we tell  
the story of life. Jason Fareira is an Outdoor Educator for the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife. He has been at 
the Nimbus Fish Hatchery for the last ten years. Before 
coming to the Department of Fish and Wildlife, he was a 
Volunteer Interpretive Ranger in Yosemite National Park. He 
has an extensive background in climate science and climate 
communication. Jason Spent a year as a guest 
Ecology/Biology teacher at the Met Charter High School in 
Downtown Sacramento.  

August 
There will not be a Trivia Night in 

August due to the Virtual IN 
Section Conference. 

September 2nd 
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Group Discussion about 
Interpreting Nature and 
Environmental Issues 

You will be our speaker. We encourage 
you to add your voice to challenges 
and opportunities involving nature 
Interpretation and environmental 
education. When we send out the 
announcement in late August, we 
encourage you to send in topics for 
these discussions. As always, we will 
have a cool trivia quiz. 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.interpnet.com/nai/docs/Cert-Courses/continuing_ed.pdf
mailto:raindropranch@gmail.com
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    Thomas Say Awards Program 

2021 is OPEN NOW! 
Deadline: August 15, 2021 

 

 
 
 

eing an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required skill, 

intelligence, determination, support, and 
some luck. Self-taught naturalist Thomas 
Say (1787-1834), who identified more 
than 1,500 species of insects and 
animals unique to North America 
(including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This award 
program is named in his honor, as are 
numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, 
Sayornis saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science. 
   Through this awards program, we 
strive to honor naturalists who have 
demonstrated the highest 
accomplishments of our profession and 
have inspired greater understanding, 

awareness, and stewardship of our 
natural resources. Nominees must be 
NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section 
members. It does take a little time to 
prepare a good nomination and put it 
together with accurate information and 
clear details. However, the results last a 
lifetime.  
   These awards of excellence not only 
provide much deserved recognition for 
our fellow section members, but they 
also bring to the attention of 
administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities 
and talents are recognized by other 
outside professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it helps 
sway agencies and their budgets to be 
able to send these award recipients to 
the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
   It is now YOUR turn to make the effort 
and nominate someone (or something). 
The awards for 2021 are going to be 
given during the annual section meeting 
during the NAI national conference in 
Palm Springs, CA. The award nomination 
information can be found at IN Section 
Awards. Don’t delay too long—the 
deadline for nominations is August 15, 
2021, sent to Awards Chair Lori Spencer, 
spencerinterp@gmail.com.

B 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
For scholarships and the awards, two 
volunteers are needed to help review 
applications on each committee. This 
requires no travel, just a few hours of review 
and scoring. It's a great way for members to 
get more involved in the section. Contact Lori 
Spencer at spencerinterp@gmail.com 

Return to Main Page 

http://naiinsection.wordpress.com/
http://naiinsection.wordpress.com/
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NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section 
Bob Jennings Scholarship Program 

Virtual Conference Registration Scholarships 
August 11-12, 2021 

 

The NAI Interpretive Naturalist (IN) Section is pleased 
to offer several scholarships for section members. The 
$40 scholarship funds registration for the first virtual 
section conference, which takes place August 11-12, 
2021. Recipients must be able to attend the 
conference, will be recognized during it, and write an 
article for the newsletter after the conference. 
Applicants must be members of the Interpretive 
Naturalist section.  
 

Judging Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated and ranked by the 
scholarship committee in the following areas: 
interpretive work experience, academic achievement, 
written communications skills, appearance of the 
application, and adherence to instructions, and 
financial need. Please limit the narrative to one page. 
 

Selection Procedure and Timetable 
Applications emailed to Scholarship Chair Lori Spencer
 No later than July 1, 2021. 
Scholarship Committee reviews applications  
 mid-July 2021. 
Recipients notified by Scholarship Chair  
 late-July 2021. 
Registration      
 by closing date in August. 
 
Inquiries and Contact Information 
Inquiries and scholarship applications should be 
directed to: Lori Spencer, Scholarship Chair,  
          spencerinterp@gmail.com 
 

Conference Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers to help with this 
virtual conference. If you can help 
with any of the following committees: 
  Virtual Field Trips Tech Team  
  Scholarships  Volunteers 
  Moderators  Vendors 
  Presentations 
please respond with INS Committee 
Name in the subject line to: 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com  
 

Call for Presentations! 
We need you to give a presentation 
at this virtual conference. Your fun, 
interactive presentation on nature 
related interpretation, management, 
research, or tips & tricks would be a 
welcome addition to this conference. 
Please send a message with INS 
Presentation in the subject line to: 
Ken Forman at kforman@att.net.  
 

August 11-12, 2021  

Please save this 

date and be looking 

for more details on 

the IN Section 

website. 

Interpretive Naturalist  

Section Virtual Conference 

Return to Main Page 

mailto:interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com
mailto:kforman@att.net
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Sunny Southeast Region News 
 

he Sunny Southeast Region held our annual 
regional meeting remotely this year during 
the week of April 12th. Entitled “Hindsight: 

Moving Forward with Purpose”, interactive 
discussions were offered using a new format—
”Lunch and Learns” around noon and “Happy 
Hour” meetings in the late afternoon via Zoom. A 
social and a meeting with some of the National 
Board were also held. It was well attended! If you 
missed the sessions, go to our YouTube channel! 
 
Be sure to catch our blog posts at 
https://nairegion3.wordpress.com/ 
 

 

T 

Return to Main Page 

Photos by Joseph Gerans 
 

Return to Main Page 

Return to Main Page 

https://nairegion3.wordpress.com/2021/05/04/catch-up-on-learning-sessions-on-youtube-now/
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Save the Birds and the Bees? 
 Article and Photos by Steve Dudrow, CIG and Public Lands Volunteer 

 

e all love birds and bees. Volumes 
have been written interpreting how 
our essential little friends live, eat, 

breed, and positively impact the environment. 
Unfortunately, humans and our dubious 
companion climate change have caused 190 
known species of birds and 25 percent of bee 
species to disappear forever from our home 
planet since the 1500s.  
   When we moved to Nevada in 2010, I ran into 
retired ecologist Jim Boone. While he has many 
passions around our beloved western lands, he 
is focused on saving birds, bees, and other 
small creatures from sure death in hollow claim 
markers. These PVC markers were used by 
prospectors from the 1970s into the 1990s.  
   Over vast swaths of Nevada and other 
western states, speculative claim owners simply 
walked away and abandoned their claims 
leaving the bird-killing hollow pipes upright and 
scattered across the landscape.  

 

   In the early 
1980s, wildlife 
biologists 
began raising 
the alarm 
because these 
hollow pipes 
were found to 

inadvertently trap and kill birds and other small 
creatures. Some bird species, especially those 
that nest in old woodpecker holes and similar 
cavities, would hop down into the pipes to 
investigate "the cavity" as a place to nest -- 
never to return. The smooth inner walls of the 
pipes provided no grip for their claws, and the 
pipes were too narrow for the birds to spread 
their wings. Unable to escape, birds starve or 
die of thirst. Other species also get into the 
pipes, including bats and native bees by the 
thousands.  

   No one 
knows how 
many birds die 
this way every 
year, but 
estimations are 
high. 
Horrifyingly 
counts as high 

as 100 have been recorded in a single hollow 
pipe. With about a million hollow-pipe markers 
across the western United States, the annual 
number of deaths must be large. 
   Jim is a key member of The Abandoned, Bird-
killing, Mining-Claim Marker Knock-Down 
Project a cooperative effort between the 
Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Division 
of Wildlife, and several non-governmental 
organizations (Audubon Society, Sierra Club, 
Sonoran Joint Venture), and ordinary citizens to 
remove hollow-pipe markers from public lands 
in Nevada.  
   Citizens are now permitted by Nevada law to 
knock these abandoned markers down, fill or 
cap them 
ending 
forever their 
ability to 
quietly kill 
untold 
numbers of 
birds and 
other species. 
   Let us citizen 
biologists save 
our little friends. 
Jim’s website is just chocked full of great info, 
give it a look in your spare time: 
http://birdandhike.com 
 
 

W 

Return to Main Page 

Bird Skeleton                  

in abandoned        

hollow pipe. 
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Endangered and Threatened Species Right Under Our Noses 
By Michael Hensley, Erie County Ohio 

 

t was September 5th, 2019, when I 
photographed my first threatened species of 
moth in Erie County, Ohio. Truthfully, I had 

no idea what I was looking at; after searching 
my field guide with no answer, I turned to I-
Naturalist’s algorithm, which did not generate 
anything that resembled the moth I had 
photographed. This was most likely due to how 
infrequently this species was found. Finally, I 
reached out to a friend who was more 
experienced with moths, and he pointed me in 
the right direction. The conclusion was that it 

was the Pink 
Streak, Dargida 
rubripennis. As 
I dug further, I 
realized this 
species was 
threatened in 

Ohio due to major habitat loss and pesticide 
applications. Eleven months later, I could not 
believe it when I collected the same species in 
the exact same 
location. I got so 
excited at 1:00 AM 
that night I 
messaged my co-
workers telling them 
I had rediscovered 
“the streak”.   
 
   In between the 
Pink streak 
discovery, I had another exciting moth 
encounter—this time with an endangered 
species in Ohio—the unexpected cycnia moth, 
cycnia collaris. At first glance, I had written this 

moth off as its cousin, the delicate cycnia. The 
one I had found was so 
worn and reaching the 
end of its life I could 
not accept this as my 
confirmed 
identification. So, I 
sent the photos to 
Butterflies and Moths 
of North America 
(BAMONA) and 
awaited confirmation. 
In the meantime, I had to search for the 
caterpillar species, which I eventually located 

on the opposite side of 
the park, on its 
preferred host plant, 
butterfly weed, which 
helped confirm that I 
had found this specific 
species.  A few weeks 
later I received 
confirmation from 
BAMONA. 
 

   Not only did this mean there was an 
established population, but it also meant our 
natural resource staff was doing an amazing job 
restoring and protecting habitat at this 
particular park. These were all great things we 
could share with our community and with park 
patrons who support what we do. Locating 
both of these species will help further the park 
district’s mission of conservation education and 
help to protect the delicate wetlands within 
park properties. 

 
 

I 

Return to Main Page 

Pink Streak Moth 2020 

Pink Streak Moth 2019 

Unexpected Cycnia Moth 

Unexpected Cycnia 

Caterpillar 
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Covid, mountain lions, and fire knocks me out of the park. 

By Aleta Walther, CIG, ATG, CTA Photos Courtesy of Orange County Parks 

 
n Orange County Parks’ volunteer, I led 
interpretive hikes through Whiting Ranch 
Wilderness Park, that is until county 

administrators suspended volunteer activities in 
February, 2020, due to Covid-19. Strike 1! 
   At least my husband and I could hike the park’s 
oak woodlands. For a while any way.  The popular 

Southern 
California 
wilderness 
park closed 
again in May 
following 
multiple 
mountain lion 

sightings. The 
park reopened shortly thereafter, however, it 
wasn’t long before it was closed indefinitely due to 
on-going mountain lion activity across the 12,400 acre 
wilderness. Strike 2! 
   On October 26, a wildfire was reported barreling 
across neighboring Limestone Canyon Nature Preserve 

like a runaway 
freight train. 
Driven by 70 
mph wind gusts, 
the fire 
eventually 
steamrolled 
over 30 percent 
of Whiting 
Ranch’s 2,500 

acres of riparian and oak woodlands, grassy hills 
and slopes of coastal sage scrub and chaparral.  
   With the fire rampaging through Limestone 
Canyon, my first thought was, “You’ve got to be 
kidding me? Strike 3! My second thought was, “Oh 
my God - the wildlife!” 
   In all, the Silverado fire burned across Whiting 
Ranch and the neighboring Irvine Open Space 
before it was contained 12 days later. Luckily there 
was no damage to the ranch’s historic structures. 
An assessment by San Diego Gas & Electric indicates 
that sparks from an overhead electric line may have 
ignited the drought-stressed vegetation below. 

Whiting Ranch Flora and Fauna Rebound  
After Silverado Fire 

   Like me, Whiting’s Supervising Ranger Candi 
Hubert was heart-broken thinking about the fire’s 
impact on the park wildlife and the habitats they 
depend on for foraging, nesting and sheltering. 
   “I was 
pretty sad 
the first 
night of 
the fire,” 
said 
Hubert, 
“but then 
I remembered how quickly the park rebounded 
following the 2017 Santiago Fire that devastated 90 
percent of Whiting’s ranchlands. In fact, there is 
green already popping up within the burn area and 
the wildlife seems to be doing well based on trial 
camera captures. We are seeing opossum, skunks, 
bobcats, mountain lions, coyotes, foxes and groups 
of deer.” 
   Although 
the park is 
now open to 
walkers, 
hikers and 
mountain 
bikers, the 
burn areas 
are closed temporarily due to restoration efforts of 
fire-ravaged lands. Volunteer activities are still on 
hiatus because of Covid-19; although rumor has it I 
may be able to lead socially distanced hikes when 
the county reaches the least restrictive Yellow Tier 

this summer. Home Run! 
 
Aleta Walther is a Naturalist & Outdoor Adventure Guide 
who spends her winters in Southern California and her 
summers in Southeast Alaska. aleta@prwriterpro.com  
Alaska-focused blog: prwriterpro.com/blog 

 
 
 

A 

Three Strikes and I’m Out 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.ocregister.com/2020/06/04/mountain-lions-force-closure-of-whiting-ranch/
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/06/04/mountain-lions-force-closure-of-whiting-ranch/
https://www.ocregister.com/2020/06/04/mountain-lions-force-closure-of-whiting-ranch/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mountain+lion+whiting+ranch&view=detail&mid=D14D4C76DE75D0AF423DD14D4C76DE75D0AF423D&FORM=VIRE
https://letsgooutside.org/explore/limestone-canyon-nature-preserve/
https://www.ocregister.com/2021/04/13/coronavirus-case-rate-holds-orange-county-in-orange-tier/
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lthough this year’s NAI Conference will 
offer not-to-miss offsite fieldtrips, you 
may wish to extend your stay to see 

even more amazing sites of the Coachella 
Valley, including beautiful landforms, 
waterfalls, and oases! Here are my top 
recommendations of things to do on your own.  
P The Palm Springs Aerial Tramway will lift you 
more than, 8000 feet in elevation inside the 
world’s largest rotating tram car. Rise from the 
desert below to the alpine forest above and 
experience spectacular views.  
P If there has been seasonal rain/snowfall, hike 
the 1.7 mile Tahquitz Canyon loop, and you will 
be rewarded with a spectacular 60-foot 
waterfall. The Visitor Center at the trail head 

offers cultural exhibits. Entry is within walking 
distance of downtown Palm Springs. 
P For millions of years, particles of sand have 
eroded into the Coachella Valley forming 
dunes. Today, those dunes are part of the 
Coachella Valley Preserve, home to species of 
rare wildlife. At the Preserve you will find oases 
that are supported by water that is forced to 

the surface by 
the San 
Andreas fault. 
Take a mile-
long trail that 
winds through 
the Thousand 
Palms Oasis, 
past the rustic 
"Palm House” 
visitor center, 
beside ponds 
with endangered desert pupfish. Parking is 
along the road at 29200 Thousand Palms 
Canyon Road. 
P Visit the Indian Canyons: Palm, Andreas, and 

Murray for hiking options, plus 
check out Palm Canyon’s Trading 
Post.  
P Don’t miss Palm Springs’  Mid-
Century Modern Architecture and 
Art Museum.  
P Most of the Coachella Valley 
belongs to the Agua Caliente Band 
of Cahuilla Indians, and hopefully 
their new cultural museum (on 
Section 14) will be open in time. 
Want to earn more about Cahuilla 
Indians? Check out this article: How 
the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla 
Indians Held On in Palm Springs | At 
the Smithsonian | Smithsonian 
Magazine. 

 
The conference hotel, the Westin Mission Hills, 
overlooks a lush golf course with ponds and 
fountains. The resort includes swimming pools, 
waterfalls, a waterslide, gym, and even a small-
scale bowling alley. Yet, it’s a peaceful and 
relaxing venue. Room rates will be deeply 
discounted at around $132/night.  

 

A 

Looking for an NAI Conference Adventure? 

Check out these Coachella Valley 

Attractions 

By Diana Ruiz, Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District 

Tahquitz Waterfall 
Photo Credit: Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District 
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Book Review – By Steve Dudrow, CIG 

Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed. By: Jared Diamond 

 
o doubt that I am a Jared 
Diamond aficionado, his 
focus is on the good, 

bad, and ugly of our human 
race, how we live, lived and 
consume our home planet’s 
bounties. While Site Stewards 
are not the last line of Earths 
defense, it is in our purview to 
protect the legacy that past 
generations left, so 
archaeologists can decipher for 
our own philosophical 
enjoyment and with any luck 
edification.  
“Polynesian Easter Island was as 
isolated in the Pacific Ocean as 
the Earth is today in space. When the Easter 

Islanders got into difficulties, there was 
nowhere to which they could flee, nor to which 
they could turn to for help; nor shall we modern 

Earthlings have recourse elsewhere if our 
troubles increase. Those are the reasons why 

people see the collapse of Easter Island society 
as a metaphor, a worst-case scenario, for what 

may lie ahead of us in our own future.” 
   While the contents of Collapse do not touch 
our Nevada home base (although the American 
Southwest is prominent in chapter five), the 
Steward can draw parallels to our given tasks in 
monitoring historically significant sites. Being 
ever vigilant of our assigned environments to 
identify, document and leave undisturbed, 
everything, no matter how insignificant. I stand 
in awe of skilled stewards whose sharp eyes 
identify even the smallest trace of lithic 
scatters, and work to sharpen my skills in that 
area. Diamond takes us into detail on pack rat 
middens and how archaeologists use them to 
unravel the depths of history of a certain area.  
   My eyes in 2017 do not see any trees, my 
ancestors of 1500 see no trees, but our friendly 
rodents left behind clues of towering giants six-

hundred years ago, hidden away 
in their refuse piles. The 
unwitting hiker sweeping away a 
covering of “stuff” for a clean 
spot to sit, could send history 
into the wind. That log wedged 
into an opening near a 
petroglyph panel could be used 
by campers for warmth on a cold 
Mojave evening, but up in that 
smoke might go the clues as to 
when our ancestors carved their 
stories into the desert varnish 
around us. Yes, specialists known 
as dendrochronogists can take 
the tree rings and determine 
almost exactly what year it was 

harvested.  
   Diamond takes us on a ride through human 
history of various societies and discusses how 
they came about and how they may have 
failed. Our chosen profession (albeit a 
volunteer profession) is intertwined in the 
stories from the current Montanans, 
Polynesians, Mayans, Native Puebloans, 
Hispaniola, Chinese and Australians.  Taking a 
world view, I can see myself visiting my 
assigned gunyah in the Australian outback 
carefully looking for lithics and documenting 
new finds or any vandalism.  
   After digesting Collapse, I know the value of 
Stewards, the guardians of the past, globally 
fawning over our assigned critical piece of 
human history. 
   Collapse is not for speed reading; Diamond 
takes his time with each case study, and you 
can draw the parallels yourself. I would highly 
suggest this read as a site steward, but also as a 
steward of our own human society as we face 
climate change, over population and greed to 
be the one to take down the “last” tree, extract 
the “last” drop of oil or populate the “last” 
wilderness.

N 

Image Credit: Audible.com 

Return to Main Page 



13 
 

 
 
 
 

 sat by the Spring when I was young 
And there were many a dear friend who sat 
with me, 

And we watched the water as it rippled over 
the rocks 
On its way to the sea. 
 
I am sitting today by the same dear Spring; it 
brings 
Back sweet memories to me, 
Of the days that were bright, 
When God in His might, 
Sent the water on to the sea. 
 
I am here all alone under the oak tree 
That sheltered so many with me 
As we danced by the light of the beautiful moon, 
As the water flowed on to the sea. 
 
Now, I’m all alone and it seems very sad; there is 
No one left by me. 
God has taken them home, 
And no more will they roam 
By the water that flows to the sea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father, mother, sisters, brothers, and many dear 
Friends to me. 
God has taken them home  
And I stand all alone 
By the water that flows to the sea. 
 
I imagine I can see a beautiful lake, 
Just a catch basin for thee, 
Where you will be filtered into God’s reservoir, 
And he will return you to me. 
 
Dear Spring, my heart does sorrow for on the 
morrow, 
I will be parting with thee. 
But when I am over the river, I’ll be happy 
forever, 
And you will flow on to the sea. 
 
I can almost see that beautiful river that 
separates, 
The dear ones from me.  
But when God calls me home, 
I’ll no more stand alone 
By the Spring that is so dear to me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
Poem written by By William S. Mounts (1926); Soldier’s Home, St. James, MO 
Poem and photos shared by Kendra Swee, Director of Interpretive Services, Maramec Spring Park, MO 

In Memory of the Maramec Spring 

Left: Page 3 of a hand-written letter from 
William S. Mounts to Mrs. James in New 
York City on March 3, 1926. This letter and 
poem is part of the archives of the James 
Foundation and Maramec Spring Park. 

Return to Main Page Credit: Kendra Swee 

Credit: Kendra Swee 
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Book Review – By Steve Dudrow, CIG  

Atlas of a Lost World: Travels in Ice Age America.   

By Craig Childs 
 

nly Childs can get 
away with 
referencing Pulp 

Fiction in an archeological 
tome.  
   How, when and why did 
we get here? Who are  we? 
Craig Childs crafts his Atlas 
of a Lost World sewing 
together a tale of 
Pleistocene to Holocene 
transition by means of his 
pertinent personal 
adventures with abundance 
of research details.    
   Did our early ancestors 
find their way from Siberia 
via a land bridge between 
Asia and North America, did 
they follow south migrating 
birds over the ice that stood 
between them and what is now America, could 
they have used skin boats to skirt the ice in the 
Northwest? However, there is evidence that 
Solutrean Europeans may have arrived as early 
as 19,000 years ago, beating our Siberian 
forebears by 5,000 years.  
   With massive amounts of water tied up in the 
glaciers, the ocean levels were low, opening the 
land bridge from Siberia and making the 
current Florida land mass up to triple its current 
size, thus giving walking space for our ancestors 

to migrate. The bottom line 
is we got here, and Childs 
details a variety of 
archeological efforts to 
follow the breadcrumbs 
from all directions. 
   What awaited in this 
unknown world? 
Researchers have uncovered 
ultra-large fauna; 
mastodons, mammoths, 
saber-toothed cats, huge 
panthers, immense bison, 
and sloths that stood twenty 
feet tall. Paleolithic spear 
points with remaining 
proteins of their prey and 
animal bones that show 
damage from killing and 
skinning/cleaning also aid 
archeologists to determine 

time frames that specific animals and humans 
occupied the same place. 
   In summary, this is a marvelous follow-up 
book to Charles Mann’s 1491 (published in 
2006), laying out many plausible migration 
paths for original America continent human 
inhabitation. I suggest this as a must read for 
those in our line of archeological public service. 
   And then there is the Pulp Fiction reference -  
you will need to read the book to find that out. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

O 

Credit: Amazon.com 
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Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing interpretive work being done by members, 
like you, all across NAI. This award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as 
well as the winners' supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tell Your Story 
 

 
Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

NAI Shining Star Award 
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What Is It? ANSWER 
By John Miller  

 
 
 

Skate Egg Case 
Information below is from the site: Save 
Coastal Wildlife 
 
For the skates, their egg cases are surrounded 
by a tough leathery capsule that protects the 
embryo as it develops inside. After several 
months these are ready to hatch, and a fully-

formed skate will emerge. Skates lay egg cases, all rays give birth to live young. Some species of 
sharks also lay egg cases, while others give birth to live young. Once empty, the eggcases (or 
mermaid’s purses) often wash up on the beach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by John Miller 

Credit: iStock 

Photo by John Miller 
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https://www.savecoastalwildlife.org/spring-skate-whelk-egg-case-hunt
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Can you solve the mystery of the family’s identity? By John Miller 

 
arly this Spring, I had the chance to do 
some late afternoon kayak fishing. 
Sharing these waters with others vying 

for fish is a welcome experience. I don’t mind 
sharing this quiet and serine part of Table Rock 
Lake. After all, birds of a feather. . . fish 
together. I became aware of this cute family of 
four by their unnerving chatter and yammer 
filling the sky. 
   As I paddled upstream, I could see lots of fish 
near the surface and the two monochrome 
adults also staring at the same waters along the 
bank. Out of nowhere a loud crash split the 
silence a mere 30 feet behind me. How rude! In 
looking over my shoulder, I was amazed that 
one parent had thrown themselves into the 
water to noodle a fish. As soon as I closed my 
gaping jaw, it quickly leapt out of the water to 
carry the fish head-first as if it were a prize for 
the world to see. The parent showed amazing 
speed as it delivered the fish, as the crow flies, 
to the youngster at the nearby tree. 
   This was not an isolated event. This high-
strung family continued their blazoned 

noodling attempts. Some plunges came as close 
as 20 feet away. Despite trying to be courteous 
and waving my hands to give me space, they 
appeared more aloof than ever. Yes, they 
relished the opportunity to fish anywhere they 
darn well pleased. I tried desperately to get out 
my phone and record evidence of this 
obnoxious encounter and incessant yet 
exquisite vocalizations, but my timing was off. 
As I ignored them and began to catch some 
fish, I could not help but watch their youngsters 
devour these fish. Now, I love sushi, but they 
heartily ate the fish quickly, scales and all. 
   In the end, it was a good day for man and 
beast. Everyone caught fish, missed fish, got 
wet, and enjoyed each other’s company. I still 
regret not having my phone or camera with me.      
   Surprisingly, you may have seen other 
members of this family across the globe. Can 
you guess who they were? Click HERE to see 
the identity of this family and why I was not 
upset with their obnoxious fishing antics. 

 

Olympic Flashback & Hope – Paris 1900 and St. Louis 1904 By John Miller 
s we gear up for the much-anticipated Olympics in Tokyo, I am hoping                                                 

someday to reinstate an alluring Olympic event that has not been part of                                                     

the Games for over 100 years. Of course, I am referring to Fishing/Angling.                                                     

Fishing was introduced as an Olympic Sport in the 1900 Paris Games and sadly                                                         

last staged during the 1904 St. Louis Games. Some felt that it was not a reel sport,                                                  

but that needs to be pondered further. For now, I am waiting with baited breath                                                     

that the Olympic Planning Committee will change their tuna and reinstate this                                                 

Olympic sport; if not for the Halibut! 

 

E 

A 

Fishing with Obnoxiously Skilled Pandions who 

used Repeated and Exquisite Yammer 
 

Sketch from the 1900 Paris 

Olympic Games. Credit: Wikipedia 
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By John Miller 
 

t is great to see each state’s pride with their 
variety of amazing state symbols. All 50 states 
have state birds, flowers, and trees. Sadly, not all 

states have an official State Fish. While 46 states list 
a State Fish on their official state websites, two 
states: Arkansas (Alligator Gar, 2019) and Iowa 
(Channel Catfish, 2020) have yet to post them on 
their state listing of state symbols. This leaves only 
two states, Indiana and Ohio, without an official 
State Fish nor any legislation pending to name one. 
You can click on the names of the four states above 
to see their official state symbols listings to verify 
that State Fish are not listed. 
   So how can IN & OH interpreters secure an 
official State Fish? Believe it or not, most of the 
work is done by school children and their teachers. 
Legislators are good at saying “No” to adults, but 
they find it easier to say “Yes” to a request by local 
school children. So, the first step is to find a willing 
5th, 6th, or 7th grade teacher to take on this 
challenge. Ask the teacher and their class research 
an appropriate fish and reasons why it should be 
their state fish. The ultimate goal is for the school to 
propose a state fish that will promote interest, 

respect, and understanding of the fish’s importance 
to the state. This is where you may need to help 
them with some of the support for their submission. 
The next step is to have the teacher contact their 
local State Senator or State House of 
Representatives to help them with the legislative 
process. They need to invite this legislator to their 
school to do a formal presentation and request that 
they help them to create the appropriate 
legislation. One of the key parts of the presentation 
is to ask the legislator to explain how a bill is 
becomes law AND that they will keep the class 
updated on the progress of this bill. Finally, when 
the bill is passed, the legislator should ask if the 
class can be present when the bill is signed by the 
Governor. 
   We wish the interpreters and schools in Indiana 
and Ohio the best of success so that all 50 states 
have an official State Fish. Keep us posted! 
 

For the most complete listing of all State Fish click  

50 States and the Kansas listing.

 

 

 

For What It’s Worth 
By Sonya Renee Taylor 
 
 

I 
 

Credit: Facebook Return to Main Page 

Channel Catfish 

Credit: MDC 

https://www.arkansas.com/articles/state-symbols-arkansas
http://publications.iowa.gov/135/1/profile/8-1.html
https://www.in.gov/history/about-indiana-history-and-trivia/emblems-and-symbols/
https://ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/site/government/resources/state-symbols
https://www.netstate.com/states/tables/state_fish.htm
https://www.kshs.org/p/kansas-symbols-state-symbols/15635

