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egardless of what you call it (Year of the Ox, Year of Caves and Karst, 
or Year of Fruits and Vegetables), 2021 will be 
a year full of new opportunities. We hope that 

you find ways to flourish and thrive. Your content is 
welcome anytime. Send any articles, poems, photos, 
news to Newsletter Editor, John Miller at 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com.  
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Mary Loan, 

Director
 

Greetings IN 
Members! 

 
r should I say, “Spring 
Greetings”?  As I write this, in 
many areas, Spring seems to 

be coming—Daylight Savings Time will 
be starting soon (how do you feel 
about the change??), it is trying to 
warm up outside, flowers are trying to 
pop out of the ground and open up 
and…a historic blizzard is hitting 
Denver!  Sounds about right for 
Spring, doesn’t it?  Crazy! 
   Hopefully many of our sites are 
starting to open up also.  It has been a 
long year for all of our interpretive 
sites, but I am starting to see signs of a 
“return to normal”.  I actually hate 
that phrase right now (along with “our 
new normal” and “in these difficult 
times”), but I am hopeful that our sites 
will be and are starting to get back to 
a situation where we are able to work 
with the public and provide our love of 
nature and environmental education 
and interpretation with our visitors again.  
I see the light at the end of the tunnel.  
No, unfortunately, it isn’t here yet, but I 
think that one thing that the pandemic 
has shown is how very important having 
places for people to be in nature and 
(hopefully) learning from those places 
really is.  I just hope we haven’t lost too 
many interpretive sites and interpreters in 
the meantime.  Keep your heads up and 
attitudes positive—I truly believe that we 
have all made a difference and will 
continue to do so.  Interpretation is 
incredibly important to everyone’s lives, 
and more people are figuring that out—thanks to all 
of you! 

 
    

O 

IN Section Officers 
Director 
Mary Loan 
mloan18@yahoo.com 
 

Deputy Director 
Monique Thompson 
raindropranch@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer/Secretary 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
  

Elections Chair 
Philip Waltz 
PhilipW@ssprd.org  
 

Scholarship Chair 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
  
 

Awards Chair 
Lori Spencer 
spencerinterp@gmail.com 
 

Web Master 
Adrianne Johnson 
storeykid@yahoo.com 
 

Newsletter Editor 
John Miller 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com 

Regional Representatives 
Region 1 
Representative Needed 
 

Region 2 
Jodi Bucknam 
jodibucknam@yahoo.com 
 

Amanda Lobdell 
Amanda.lobdell@alleghenycounty.us 
 

Region 3 
Rhana Paris    
rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com  
 

Region 4  
Julie Gee 
julie.gee@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

Jennifer DuBey 
jdubey@chippewanaturecenter.org 
 

Region 5 
Christy Graser 
cgraser@fvpd.net  
 

Region 6 
Lari Jo Edwards 
larijowedwards@gmail.com  
 

Region 7 
Kathy Brazelton 
kathy_brazelton@nps.gov  
 

Luiza McKaughan 
birdiegoingsouth@icloud.com  
 

Region 8 
Aleta Walther 
aleta@prwriterpro.com 
 

Region 9 
Mary Sullivan  
marybourke.sullivan@gmail.com 
 

Region 10 
Laura Busby 
fauna46@yahoo.com  
 

We need your help. Contact John 
Miller at interpretivenaturalist@ 
gmail.com if you would like to be a 
representative for your region! 

From the Trail 

The Naturalist is published 
quarterly by the Interpretive 
Naturalist Section of the 
National Association for 
Interpretation (NAI). It is 
published on each equinox 
and solstice. Articles are 
welcome anytime. 
The NAI mission is to inspire 
leadership and excellence to 
advance heritage 
interpretation as a profession.  
Visit: www.interpnet.com for 
more information. 
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One thing that I am grateful for during the 
pandemic is the increase in online and virtual 
learning opportunities.  I know a lot of you are tired 
of being stuck behind a computer all day every 
day—of course interpreters want to be with our 
visitors giving in-person programs, and I totally 
understand.   
   But I have been able to attend many trainings and 
programs that I probably would not have been able 
to attend in person due to various reasons including 
cost and time away from home, which I am sure is 
the same for many of you.  I was able to attend my 
first NAI International Workshop, which was full of 
interesting topics and interaction and great 
information that I will carry forward.   I have been 
able to attend at least portions of Regional 
Workshops that I probably wouldn’t have done 
otherwise.  I have learned so much from my fellow 
interpreters, and I love it.   
   Speaking of virtual workshops, the IN Section is 
planning to hold a Virtual Workshop this year.  We 
are still working out the details but keep an eye out 
for more information on this wonderful 
opportunity.  We will have several great 
presentations and speakers and it will be a great 
chance for interaction and networking.  We are 
hoping that the virtual presentation and associated 
lower registration costs will allow more of our 
members from around the world to be able to 
attend, and I hope to see many of you there.  We 

recently sent out a survey about the workshop, and 
we thank all of those who were able to respond.  If 
you didn’t get a chance to respond (or did but have 
thought of something else to share), let me know 
your ideas for what you would like to see or if you 
have suggestions for speakers/presenters.  I am 
extremely excited for this first IN Section virtual 
workshop and I look forward to seeing our 
members there! 
   We have also had some great monthly get-
togethers, the first Thursday of each month.  
Thanks to all who have attended and enjoyed the 
presentations and trivia—I have certainly enjoyed 
them!  If you have ideas for topics for future get-
togethers, let us know.  Along with our Instagram 
account (have you seen it yet?) we want to highlight 
our members and all the great things that you are 
doing.  
   As always, if you have ideas of how we can 
support you, our members, I ask you to let me 
know.  One of my interests as a member of the 
National Board and as your Section Director is to 
improve our membership offerings and your 
experience with the organization.  NAI would not 
exist without our members, and I want to help 
make it the best we can be, for you.  Let me know 
how I can help! 
   Enjoy the Spring warm-up and (hopefully) re-
opening of our sites.  You have done a great job in 
some amazing circumstances over the past year, 
and I am proud of you!  

 
 
.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

What is it? 
Can you guess the identity of the item to the 
above? This photo is only 1/10th of the full 
photo. Hint: These delicious items are 
neither a plants nor animals. Their location is 
rarely revealed, even to one’s own family.   
The answer and full photo are on page 16. 

 

From the Trail - Continued 

 

Credit: John Miller 

    Mary 

Return to Main Page 

Expertise Directory Reminder 
We are trying to build up the IN Section Expertise/Specialist/ 
Interest Directory by getting more section members to send us their 
information.  Remember, this is completely voluntary. That being said, 
we encourage you to participate in the development of this directory 
because it will be an effective way to build professional connections 
with your fellow Interpretive Naturalist Section members. 
 

Our goal is to have at least 10% of our membership (that would be 
roughly 100 people) send their contact information and  
a summary of their expertise, specialties, and interests.  
Once we get some critical mass, we will post the list on  
the section website for members to access.  
 

For more information, email Lori Spencer at 

spencerinterp@gmail.com 
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Interpretive Naturalist Section Monthly Trivia Night 
Hosted the first Thursday of each month Trivia Night is a mixture, of awesome presentations, trivia, and a whole lot of fun. 

Better yet, each event can help you gain ½ hour towards your NAI Recertification Continuing Education Credit. Download 
and complete this FORM and send to Monique Thompson at raindropranch@gmail.com.  Special “Thank You” to our recent 
speakers: Claire Ratcliffe Adams (January), Milward Simpson (February) and Dr. Geneviève de Messières (March).  

Here is our upcoming Trivia Night line-up! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Watch for the Zoom link to each Trivia Night from NAI email about a week before each event. 
 

How YOU Can Be More Involved 
Help Needed!  
Communications Co-Chair  
Benefits galore! Build up your resume and learn 
new skills. Work with an incredible team to 
promote IN in social media platforms, 
newsletters, and trivia nights. Interested? 
Contact Monique Thompson, 
raindropranch@gmail.com 

 

Instagram Account:  IN of the Week  
The Interpretive Naturalist Section would like to highlight your story and 
your work! Each week, our Instagram account features our IN of the 
Week.   Want to be our IN of the week?   
Email 3-4 photos and a brief bio - how you decided to go into the field, 
your favorite interpretive place or program, hopes/plans for the future, 
and anything else you'd like to share to Monique Thompson, 
raindropranch@gmail.com.  

 

Representatives for Region 1 
We have one last Region to fill. If you are in the NAI 
Northeast Region and you are good at networking, we 
need your help. You can help gather newsletter content 
such as news, articles, and photos from your Region. 
Contact John Miller interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com. 

Trivia Night Swag Sponsors 
Want to share more about your company or organization and offer 
prizes to our worthy game night winners?  Consider being a Trivia 
Night Swag Sponsor.  
Contact: Monique Thompson, raindropranch@gmail.com 

 

April 1st (NO JOKE!) 

8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

A Stroke of Nature: Intersection  
of Art, Style, and Nature 

Sabrina Mastroianna will be our  
                                  speaker. Believe                                          
                     it or not, an  
        Instagram page, 
        make-up, and 
        Mother Nature 
        can combine 
into         a unique and 
fulfilling opportunity for 
interpretation. What started off as 
a cool idea turned into a much 
deeper “why”. I use makeup as a 
medium for interpretation with the 
hopes that it will inspire others to 
find an interpretive style that is 
authentic and unique to them. Join 
me and I’ll share with you my 
journey.   
 

May 6th 
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Interpreter as Guide 

Clark Hancock will be our speaker.  
       “A guide’s chief 
        aim [is] to  
        arouse a  
        permanent  
              interest in  
                     nature’s ways, 
and this by illuminating big 
principles.” That is what Enos Mills 
wrote in 1920 and it echoes down 
the years. Through presentation 
and discussion, this session will 
explore Mill’s thinking about nature 
guides and also explore the role of 
guides in our cultural heritage and 
importance of guides in our 
journeys in life. Clark is the most 
recent recipient of South Central 
Region’s Fellow Award. 

June 3rd 
8 pm Eastern; 7 pm Central; 
6 pm Mountain; 5 pm Pacific 

Empathizing through 
Interpretation 

Ashley Krueger Can you empathize 
      with an ocean? 
      A barnacle? A  
          tree? How 
      about with this 
      interpreter?  
      Ashley is the 
Education Coordinator at The 
Gardens on Spring Creek in Fort 
Collins, CO. Over the last 12 years 
she has worked in a diversity of 
environments with an even greater 
diversity of species at The Cheyenne 
Mountain Zoo, Islandwood Nature 
Center, The Seattle Aquarium, as a 
published researcher on empathy 
development and children’s book 
author and illustrator. Join us to 
explore her journey through the lens 
of empathy building best practices. 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.interpnet.com/nai/docs/Cert-Courses/continuing_ed.pdf
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    Thomas Say Awards Program 

2021 is OPEN NOW! 
Deadline: August 15, 2021 

 

 
 
 
 

eing an American naturalist 
during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century required skill, 

intelligence, determination, support, and 
some luck. Self-taught naturalist Thomas 
Say (1787-1834), who identified more 
than 1,500 species of insects and 
animals unique to North America 
(including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a 
trail for future naturalists. This award 
program is named in his honor, as are 
numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, 
Sayornis saya. He represents innovation, 
commitment, and a passion to 
contribute to science. 
   Through this awards program, we 
strive to honor naturalists who have 
demonstrated the highest 
accomplishments of our profession and 
have inspired greater understanding, 

awareness, and stewardship of our 
natural resources. Nominees must be 
NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section 
members. It does take a little time to 
prepare a good nomination and put it 
together with accurate information and 
clear details. However, the results last a 
lifetime.  
   These awards of excellence not only 
provide much deserved recognition for 
our fellow section members, but they 
also bring to the attention of 
administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities 
and talents are recognized by other 
outside professional individuals and 
organizations. And, at times, it helps 
sway agencies and their budgets to be 
able to send these award recipients to 
the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
   It is now YOUR turn to make the effort 
and nominate someone (or something). 
The awards for 2021 are going to be 
given during the annual section meeting 
during the NAI national conference in 
Palm Springs, CA. The award nomination 
information can be found at IN Section 
Awards. Don’t delay too long—the 
deadline for nominations is August 15, 
2021, sent to Awards Chair Lori Spencer, 
spencerinterp@gmail.com.

B 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
For scholarships and the awards, two 
volunteers are needed to help review 
applications on each committee. This 
requires no travel, just a few hours of review 
and scoring. It's a great way for members to 
get more involved in the section. Contact Lori 
Spencer at spencerinterp@gmail.com 

Return to Main Page 
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http://naiinsection.wordpress.com/


6 
 

Mark Your Calendar for the 2021 INS Virtual Conference 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Return to Main Page 

NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section 
Bob Jennings Scholarship Program 

Virtual Conference Registration Scholarships 
August 11-12, 2021 

 

The NAI Interpretive Naturalist (IN) Section is pleased 
to offer several scholarships for section members. The 
$40 scholarship funds registration for the first virtual 
section conference, which takes place August 11-12, 
2021. Recipients must be able to attend the 
conference, will be recognized during it, and write an 
article for the newsletter after the conference. 
Applicants must be members of the Interpretive 
Naturalist section.  
 

Judging Criteria 
Applications will be evaluated and ranked by the 
scholarship committee in the following areas: 
interpretive work experience, academic achievement, 
written communications skills, appearance of the 
application, and adherence to instructions, and 
financial need. Please limit the narrative to one page. 
 

Selection Procedure and Timetable 
Applications emailed to Scholarship Chair Lori Spencer
 No later than May 1, 2021 
Scholarship Committee reviews applications  
 mid-May 2021 
Recipients notified by Scholarship Chair  
 late-May 2021 
Registration      
 on or around June 1, 2021 
 
Inquiries and Contact Information 
Inquiries and scholarship applications should be 
directed to: Lori Spencer, Scholarship Chair,  
          spencerinterp@gmail.com 
 

Conference Volunteers Needed 
We need volunteers like you to help 
with this virtual conference. If you 
can help with any of the following 
committees: 
  Virtual Field Trips Tech Team  
  Scholarships  Volunteers 
  Moderators  Vendors 
  Presentations 
please respond with INS Committee 
Name in the subject line to: 
interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com  
 
 

Call for Presentations! 
We invite you to give a presentation 
at this virtual conference. Your fun, 
interactive presentation on nature 
related interpretation, management, 
research, or tips & tricks would be a 
welcome addition to this conference. 
Please send a message with INS 
Presentation in the subject line to: 
Ken Forman at kforman@att.net.  
 

August 11-12, 2021  Log into Nature 
 

Please save this date and be looking for more details via email and IN Section website. 

Return to Main Page 

mailto:interpretivenaturalist@gmail.com
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Friends of Gold Butte Host Hikes While Following CDC Guidelines 
  
  

s covid rampaged across the 
U.S., the Bureau of Land 
Management discouraged 

public programs at Gold Butte 
National Monument, including hikes 
hosted by the Friends of Gold Butte. 
The picturesque red-rock landscape 
is located about an hour northeast of 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Gold Butte 
National Monument covers nearly 
300,000 acres of remote and rugged desert in 
southeastern Nevada, where dramatically chiseled red 
sandstone, twisting canyons, and tree-clad mountains 
punctuate desolate stretches of the Mojave Desert. 
 

After some reflection monument management deemed 
it important for public health and wellbeing to allow 
hikes as long as we instituted the following guidelines: 
• No more than 10 participants per hike. 
• Participants must follow CDC guidelines for wearing 
masks and social distancing. 

• No carpooling to trail head. Only 
family members can ride in the 
same vehicle. 
• All participants to sign a waiver. 
 

We gladly complied and today we 
are experiencing a magnificently 
successful hiking season, October – 
April. In fact, it is such a hit that we 
have a new challenge of managing 

a        waiting list.  
 

All in all, the Friends of Gold Butte is providing much 
needed exercise, camaraderie, and just general fun to 
the residents of Southern Nevada.  
 

About Friends of Gold Butte 
Friends of Gold Butte is a nonprofit 501(c)3 organization that 
strives to promote the responsible enjoyment of the Gold Butte 
National Monument through education, stewardship, advocacy, 
and preservation of natural and cultural resources. 
  

A 

Photos by Joseph Gerans 
 

Text and photos by Steve Dudrow, CIG & Friends of Gold Butte Hiking Guide Volunteer 

 

A-Frame Rock, the end 
destination of a five-mile 
scramble. 

 

Return to Main Page 
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Can an Upcycled Shark Make a Difference? 
 Article By Heidi de Maine 

Save Our Seas Foundation Shark Education Centre, South Africa 
 

he Save Our Seas Foundation Shark Education 
Centre (SOSFSEC) in Kalk Bay, South Africa, 
aims to connect the public to the ocean 

through experiential education programmes in 
order to nurture awareness, encourage 
environmentally responsible actions and develop a 
healthy respect for sharks. 
   SOSFSEC has an array of different exhibits 
covering shark evolution, anatomy, adaptations, 
diversity and reproduction, as well as of different 
shark habitats and specifically those habitats found 
in False Bay, home of the Shark Education Centre. 
But it’s not just about sharks and how amazing they 
are, it’s also about how we, as individuals, can make 
a difference in our daily lives to look after the 
sharks’ home. 
The message is 
within exhibits 
in the centre, 
but it also spills 
out into the 
entrance and 
welcome area.  
   The front 
entrance has a 
large 
hammerhead 
sculpture which 
is a landmark in 
the Kalk Bay area. A good introduction to what you 
can find inside. On entering the back gate, visitors 
are met with a stunning view of the St. James beach 
changing huts (found pictured on many a postcard 
of South Africa) 
and crashing 
waves on the 
sandy shore that 
flow up to a recycling station. 
   The message of sustainability is immediate. Not 
only is there a recycling station, but the rockwork 
and shark sculptures were made using recycled 
material. Building material and soda bottles were 
used to fill the rockwork and create the bulk which 
was covered and made to look like local rocks. 

The sharks on the other hand, were made from a 
variety of materials, depending on the texture and 
colouring needed. 
 
 
 
 

   Some of the shark species that are found in False 
Bay are displayed in their natural habitats in the 
form of murals. There is a Puffadder shyshark 
(made from wine corks, plastic water bottles and 
brown soda bottles), a Pyjama catshark (made from 
tyre inner tubes and rubber matting), a Soupfin 
shark (made from plastic shopping bags, 
construction rubble sacks, foam scraps, plastic 
sheeting and vegetable sacks), a Bronze Whaler 
(made from old shark net, sweet wrappers, plastic 
packaging, plastic shopping bags, foam scraps, CD 
cases, water bottles, plastic bottle caps, 
pharmaceutical bottles, yoghurt cartons, food jars, 
old craft cutting mats and shampoo bottles), St 
Joseph’s sharks (made from old CD’s and clear 
polythene bags)and then the highlight…the 
Broadnose sevengill shark which is made from 
fishing line, 5 litre water bottles and old ropes and 
nets. All of the materials used are common things 
found on our beaches and in our landfills, items that 
can all get a new life as another item if the user is 
creative. 
   The huggable 1.8 metre long Sevengill is 
particularly special as he was a monster of a task to 
make, with lots of 
sweat and tears 
shed by the 
amazing artist, 
Jules Armstrong. 
Not only this, but 
there is more than 
meets the eye with 
“Gonzo”, as the 
artist fondly calls 
him (see pic why).  
 

T 

A huge 5m long Hammerhead shark made from 
recycled motorbike tyres adorns the front 
entrance for all to see. Photo: Keenan Ferguson 

Old wine corks, bike tyres, used fishing line. Photos: Heidi de Maine 

 

Gonzo the sevengill shark 
looks like a clown to start 
off. Photo: Jules Armstrong 
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   One can see the ropes used to make him straight 
away, but, like the other sharks, there are layers of 
recycled materials hidden inside to bulk him up: 

 
 

 

 

 

• 7000 metres of fishing line (collected from the 
fishing bin lines that dot our coastline, put in 
place for fishermen and beachgoers to throw 
away old line instead of leaving it in the sea), 

• 50 metres of old rope (some it being so old 
that it was falling apart), 

• 200 metres of plastic bottle strips (5 litre 
bottles were cut into thin strips), and 

• 50 metres of netting bags (usually used to 
package fruit and vegetables). 

   All of this was secured in place with shark fishing 
line and string on a metal frame, which were the 
only new items used to 
ensure that it didn’t fall 
apart within a week 
(With kids, we all know 
that we need to make 
our exhibits as 
indestructible as 
possible!).  
  Gonzo not only 
teaches about ocean 
pollution, but there are 
other lessons within 
the shark itself. One just 
needs to run your hand over Gonzo to follow stories 
that are intertwined in his body. Not just a lesson in 
recycling, but lessons about the sea and stories of 
old can be told whilst visiting this shark. The ropes 

on the outside have special lessons hidden, like 
gems, for visitors to find:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knots used by sailors and fishermen are tied into 
the ropes that cover the shark, and special Celtic 7-
strand (seeing as Gonzo is a sevengill, this seemed 
apt) braids make up the 7 gills and the definition of 
the muscles. 
 

 
 
 
  Murals give the sculptures context so that at first 
glance, a visitor can tell where they are found and 
feel immersed in this “lesson from the sea”. A lot to 
be learnt from rubbish, one man’s trash is truly 
another man’s treasure in this exhibition. 
Visit the Shark Education Centre at: 
https://saveourseas.com/sosf-shark-education-
centre.   
 
And see other work by Sunfish Consulting at: 
www.sunfishconsulting.co.za. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcycled Shark Continued 

Thousands of 
metres of discarded 
fishing line made up 
the bulk of Gonzo. 
Photo: Heidi de 
Maine 

 

Photo: Jules Armstrong 

 

Basic knot tying lessons and intricate braids teach 
lessons too. Photos: Jules Armstrong 

 

Gonzo in his home on the wall. 

 

Return to Main Page 

https://saveourseas.com/sosf-shark-education-centre
https://saveourseas.com/sosf-shark-education-centre
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Eye in the Sky to Monitor Osprey Nest 
The 24/7 camera feed will complement new interpretive exhibit 

By Nathan Taxel, Resource Specialist, Orange County Parks 
 

spreys have rebounded since the pesticide 
DDT, which caused their population to 
steeply decline, was banned in 1972. 

Ospreys have been removed from endangered and 
threatened species lists in most states.  In fact, their 
exclusive diet of live fish and seeming preference 
for nesting on manmade structures,  such as 
telephone and electric poles, have made them a 
common site in urban coastal communities 
throughout North America, including Newport 
Beach, California.    

The pair, who nests on a pole near the Back Bay 
Science Center in Newport Beach, is well known to 
locals and has 
been using the 
platform to raise 
chicks since 
2006. However, 
they have been 
unsuccessful 
lately. For the 
last two 
breeding 
seasons the pair 
has not had a 
chick survive 
long enough to 
leave the nest. 
The California 
Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 
staff who monitor the birds are unsure as to why. 

Reserve Manager Amanda Swanson is hopeful that 
a new project, which is being rolled out this month 
in partnership with Orange County Parks and the 
Newport Bay Conservancy, will shed some light on 
what is going on with the birds. The nest platform is 
getting refurbished and a camera capable of 
streaming 24/7 live video is being added.  Swanson 
thinks that the camera will give her, and her team, 

insight into what is going on inside the nest on a 
daily basis.  Also, the refurbished platform will allow 
them to respond rapidly if it appears intervention is 
needed.  

Orange County Parks will use the live feed for a new 
permanent exhibit at the Peter and Mary Muth 
Interpretive Center. The exhibit will feature an 
interactive touch screen mounted on a post made 
to look like an osprey nest. The hands-on exhibit  
also will include recorded video of Ospreys and 
natural history information. Orange County Parks’ 
staff hopes that some of the 20,000 people who 
visit the center annually will leave with a newfound 

appreciation for 
these majestic 
predators.  

To complete the 
project, local 
raptor expert Dr. 
Peter Bloom and 
his firm Bloom 
Biological Inc. 
have been 
contracted to 
refurbish the 
nest platform 
and install the 
camera.  Dr. 

Bloom has 
conducted avian 

research projects worldwide and partners with 
many agencies and landowners including Orange 
County Parks and the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife to band and monitor raptor chicks who 
hatch in our region.   

This project is a fantastic example of a successful 
collaboration between agencies to promote 
education and conservation of one of Newport 
Bay’s most interesting and recognizable species.  

 
 

O 

Photo Curiosity of Orange County Parks 
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Nature Poems 
 

Both of these six-foot long interpretive panels are for the same project called the 
Bison Trail at Fort Greely Military Installation in Interior Alaska. Credit: Meg Anderson 
 

Wood Frog Song  
Frozen on the forest floor  
Beneath your leafy comforter   
You wait for spring to sing once more.   
~Meg Anderson 
 

Lily of the Pond   
Upwards from the muck they rise   
Emerging curled, a Cupid’s spear  
Unfurling into floating hearts   
Awaiting blossoms to appear.    
~Meg Anderson 
 

Return to Main Page 
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hen I was a national 
park naturalist 
leading walks 

through a ponderosa pine 
forest at Bryce Canyon National 
Park, I worked to help people 
discover by exploration. One 
strategy was to lead them over 
a large fallen dead tree. They 
needed to sit on the tree and 
swing their legs to the other 
side.  
 

In the process some noticed 
the large meandering cavities 
where bark once hid them from 
view. Now with the bark fallen 
off, we could see tunnels 
where Cerambycid long-horned 
or Buprestid flat-headed 
woodboring beetle larva fed. Both of the beetle’s 
eggs are laid on dying or recently dead trees. The 
larvae fed on nutritious cambium tissue that lies 
between outer bark and inner xylem wood.  
 

By creating an opportunity to discover the tunnels 
on their own, visitors asked questions that were 
more interesting to them than if I pointed out the 
tunnels. They also found straight line tunnels on 
some trees with small tunnels leading at right 
angles from a larger central tunnel. An adult Ips 
pine bark beetle laid eggs in the center line tunnel 
as it chewed its way along. Newly hatched young 
fed in rows next to each other as they ate outward 
from the center line. As they fed and grew, their 
tunnels became larger and finally stopped where 
they pupated. After emerging from their pupae they 
exited the tree to find a mate and lay eggs.  
 

At another location I asked people to hug a 
ponderosa pine. The trees are beautiful, tall, and 
have mottled yellow, orange, and black bark with 
deep crevasses. Many were willing but I recall one 
man who strongly protested. He said he was not a 
tree hugger. Of course, I did not try to force him. 
When others complied, comments erupted that the 
trees smell like vanilla or butterscotch. People had 
discovered the unique odor without me telling 

them and they found different 
people had different smell 
descriptions. That was my goal. 
After a rain the forest is 
permeated with odor but when 
is it dry, one must get close to 
sense the smell. 
 

The protesting gentleman 
walked to a tree, leaned 
toward it to smell, but 
refrained from touching or 
hugging the tree. It was the 
other field trip participants that 
got him to greet the tree and 
get to know it better.  
 

Ponderosa pine trees grow at 
about 8000 feet elevation at 
Bryce Canyon National Park. At 

lower elevations pinyon pines, Utah and Rocky 
Mountain junipers grow and in some areas 
Gambel’s oak creates a pygmy forest at the 6500-
foot elevation. Douglas fir, white and Engelman 
spruces dominate at 9000 feet. There are nature 
niche details to discover in each forest type. 
Perhaps it will be tree odor, types of insects, growth 
patterns, or essential distance needed between 
trees for water, light, and nutrient gathering.  
 

Another “tree hugging” activity to get people closer 
to trees is to have them put their backs against a big 
tree shoulder to shoulder. I count how many people 
it takes to surround the tree. Because they are in 
circle, I keep walking in a circle counting to a higher 
number until someone stops me and says, “You 
already counted me.” Then I count again but stop 
when I have walked around the tree once. It keeps 
it fun and involves participants.  
 

It helps to be a tree hugger to get close and 
intimate to discover the secrets of those of the 
forest. Spend time helping others engage life that 
abounds in nearby trees.  
 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can 
be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at 
odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook Nature 
Sanctuary. 

W 
Tree Huggers 

Credit: iStock 

 
 

By Ranger Steve (Mueller) 

Return to Main Page 
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ispanics enjoy regular time outdoors at 
nearly twice the rate they did a decade 
ago—and population changes aren’t the 

only reason why. 
 

Moderate outdoor participation—defined as  
happening about once a month—occurred 
among 10.3 percent of self-identified Hispanics 
in 2018, up from 5.3 percent in 2008, according 
to the 2019 Outdoor Participation Report, an 
annual survey put out by the Outdoor Industry 
Association’s Outdoor Foundation in January. 
That jump represented the largest of any ethnic 
group, a bright spot in a report in which the 
main takeaway was a 2 percent decrease in 
American monthly outdoor participation. 
 

Population changes are responsible for at least 
some of the boost in Hispanic outdoor 
participation over the last decade. An 
estimated 60 million Hispanics now call the 
United States home, up from about 48 million 
in 2008, according to U.S. Census data. 
 

There’s likely more to the uptick, says Luis Villa, 
executive director of Latino Outdoors , an 
organization whose mission is to “inspire, 
connect, and engage Latino communities in the 
outdoors.” A growing segment of the U.S. 
Hispanic population is second or even third 
generation—born in the United States with at 
least one immigrant parent—he says. “That 
segment of the Latinx population is going to be 
more aware of opportunities that exist to 
engage with the outdoors,” Villa says. 
 

Hispanics are also better represented in the 
media than they were a decade ago, he says. 
“Young people, especially if they see 
themselves reflected in a particular arena or 
profession, like National Park Service ranger, 
will become more inspired to want to strive 
toward that,” Villa says. That’s why a big part of 

Latino Outdoors’ mission, since it was 
established in 2013, has been to amplify the 
stories of diverse outdoor participants on social 
media and beyond. 
 

Hispanics also went on the most annual outings 
of any ethnic group; the average individual 
enjoyed the outdoors 63 times over the year, 
according to the report. Hispanics were also the 
second most likely group—after African-
Americans—to deem themselves outdoor 
“fanatics,” according to the report. 
 

Yet despite the significant boost in Hispanic 
outdoor participation, the ethnic group is still 
underrepresented. While Hispanics account for 
more than 18 percent of the U.S. population, 
they make up less than 11 percent of all 
outdoor participants. 
 

You don’t have to go far to engage with the 
outdoors, Villa says. Check out a local open 
space district, a nearby park, or the closest 
state or national park, he says. Latino Outdoors, 
which organizes hiking, camping, and other 
outdoor activities, has about 20 local chapters 
across the country, including in New York City, 
Connecticut, central Pennsylvania, and the 
Washington, D.C., metro area. 
 

As society continues to redefine what it means 
to engage with the outdoors, Villa says he 
expects more Hispanics will become active 
participants. “It doesn’t have to be summiting a 
mountain, he says. “It could be simply going 
with your kids to the local park in the city.”    

H 
Credit: Latino Outdoors 

Why Hispanic Outdoor Participation is on the Rise 
By Christina Hernandez Sherwood 
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Scouts Complete Merit Badges at National Historic                      

Oregon Trail Interpretive Center 
 

ecently, Boy scouts from La 
Grande and Baker City BSA 
troops participated in a 

series of merit badge programs and 
activities hosted by the National 
Historic Oregon Trail Interpretive 
Center (NHOTIC), wrapping up with 
an Eagle Scout project for National 
Public Lands Day.  
 

Scouts from Troop 444, Troop 514, and Troop 433 took 
part in “The Merits of Public Lands,” which included 
activities and programs that enabled them to complete 
the Geology, American Heritage, 
Mining in Society, Mammal Study, 
Bird Study, and Environmental 
Science merit badges. 
 

For National Public Lands Day, 
scouts took part in a community 
service project to refurbish the 
Native Plants Garden at NHOTIC, 
which was spearheaded by Clayton 
Dennis, an Eagle Scout candidate 
from Troop 444 in Baker City.  
 

Scouts formed a fire break around 
the garden perimeter, cleared 
access to a water pump, and removed vegetation 
obscuring interpretive signs. Clayton’s project will 

continue in the spring when he 
works with Bureau of Land 
Management botanists to select a 
mixture of indigenous vegetation to 
add to the garden.  
 

The event was organized by NHOTIC 
Ranger Casey Taylor and Reginald 
Walden, an American Conservation 
Experience intern. They are both 

Eagle Scouts and Scouts BSA leaders interested in 
creating stronger partnerships between scouting 
organizations and the Bureau of Land Management. 

Casey Taylor is planning on making 
“The Merits of Public Lands” an 
annual event at NHOTIC. 
 

“This event serves as a versatile 
blueprint for merit badge events 
which can be replicated elsewhere 
by the Bureau of Land Management, 
like Oceanography at Yaquina Head 
Outstanding Natural Area or 
Archaeology at Canyons of the 
Ancients National Monument,” 
Walden said. “This event could also 
be copied by other agencies. It’s a 

terrific opportunity for community outreach and to 
inspire the next generation of public land stewards.” 

 

 
 
 

his colorful, smartly patterned male ladder-backed woodpecker 
sings from a branch of a mesquite tree in the desert scrub south of 
Tucson, Arizona. He could be establishing his territory or maybe 

looking for a mate. Listen to his call at  Ladder-backed Woodpecker . 
   Ladder-backed woodpeckers, Dryobates scalaris, are most vocal from 
late January to March, when they are establishing pair bonds and 
establishing territory. The female ladder-backed woodpecker typically lays 
her eggs between late March and April. Ladder-backed woodpeckers 
inhabit desert, desert scrub and thorn forests of the southwestern United 
States and Mexico in the Chihuahuan and Sonoran deserts. You also might 
find them in pinion pine and pinion–juniper forests. 
 
 

R 

T 

Story and photos by Reginald D Walden - 
Environmental Education & Stewardship Intern 

 

Photo and Text by Dan 
Weisz, Volunteer, Tucson 
Audubon Society. 
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Big Bend Bluebonnets Weather Winter Storm 

Gardening & Comic Books  
 

ere you into comic books when you were a 
kid? 
 

I was not. I couldn't get into the "Zoom," "Pow," "Boom" 
nature of the comic books I did encounter back then. 
However, the genre is much more than this. Let's take a 
look at comic books and comic strips with a “plant 
awareness” theme. 
 

Children's Comics: “An Opportunity for Education 
to Know and to Care for Nature,” a 1994 study by 

Joachim Woldschke-Bulmahn 
& Gert Groning present 
examples of how some garden 
topics are portrayed in comic 
books. They include excerpts 
from these books that address 
themes about gardening and 
the environment. The 
examples they have in their 10-page paper support the 
points they make and are best viewed within the context 
of their paper (it would be impossible to explain these 
scenes in words). The best I can do here is summarize 
some of the points they make while discussing each 
comic strip. 
 

During their survey of comic books, Woldschke-Bulmahn 
& Groning observed the following: 
• Environmental protection is a recurring topic. 

• Comic books treat gardening as a social activity. The 
independent pursuits of the lone gardener are not 
attractive to comic book readers. 
• Yard work is a common topic and often presented as an 
unpleasant chore. 
• Generational approaches to gardening are often 
portrayed (e.g., Dad's opinion about topiaries versus his 
son's opinion about topiaries). 
• Gardening competitions are a recurring topic. 
 

Joachim Woldschke-Bulmahn and Gert Groning argue 
this genre has much to 
teach children about the 
environment and that 
comics should be read not 
only by students but also 
by their teachers.  
 
Disclosure: 

A slightly different version of this article was originally 
published in the teaching and learning column I used to 
write for my educational website. It was published July 5, 
2013 at ArtPlantae.com, however, it is still relevant. 
 

Tania Marien is an independent environmental 
education professional, coach, and  founder of Talaterra 
and manages its initiatives serving independent 
professionals who connect the public with the outdoors.

 

 
 

ig Bend Bluebonnets were 
already adorning the desert, 
when Texas received its epic late 

winter storm.  Big Bend Ranch State 
Park Volunteer Gary Nored relates that 
“the February freeze this year made 
national, and international news as 
Texas ground to a halt in the icy 
weather.”  Gary reassures us not to 
worry about the Big Bend Bluebonnet.  
“It is tough! . . . the Big Bend 
Bluebonnets were mostly unfazed 
though a few, particularly very young 
plants, drooped a bit under the weight 
of the snow. All recovered within a day 
of warmer weather arriving.” 
   Bluebonnets are the state flower of 
Texas. The Big Bend area of West Texas 
hosts a species of bluebonnets that 

grow along the Rio Grande corridor 
between Texas and Mexico.  Big Bend 
Bluebonnets, Lupinus havardii, grow 
taller than other  lupines in Texas, up to 
three feet or taller, and bloom February 
to April. 
   Gary explained, “During my 12-year 
tenure as a volunteer at the Big Bend 
Ranch State Park, I have watched 
bluebonnets grow up through snow, 
seen them encased in ice, and marveled 
at their persistence during the most 
difficult conditions. And even during the 
driest years, roadsides in the area find 
visitors stopping along the way to 
admire their beauty, breathe their heady 
perfume, take pictures, and just stop to 
gaze at this most remarkable of 
Bluebonnets.”

W 

B 

Credit: Kevin & Kell 

Photo and text by Gary Nored, Volunteer at Big Bend Ranch State Park, near Lajitas, Texas. 

 

“I saw this stand almost buried 

in snow. . . . I came back later 

and, of course, they're just 

fine.” 

 

By Tania Marien 
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Padlet a Perfect Platform for Providing Online Education 
 
 

f you were to meet me by watching 
one of my educational programs- you 
would never know that I was once a 

painfully shy student. That student with 
her nose in a book during recess, the one 
that avoids eye contact after you ask, 
“any questions?”, the one you 
just know has something to share, but 
continues to remain silent. Yeah, I was 
that one.  
 

Now, in the role of an educator, I watch 
with fascination the growing number 
digital resources available for teachers 
and students. I’m forced to ask myself- “As a shy 
student, what kind of digital platform would I have 
benefited from the most?” My answer- Padlet.  
 

I have quickly grown fond of Padlet as a platform to 
connect with students that remind me of my 
younger self-those who may not have had the 
opportunity or confidence to ask questions during a 
lesson and those who benefit most from self-guided 
discovery.   
 

Padlet is a free, clean, online platform that allows 
educators to create a “board” of pictures, articles, 
videos, and supplemental materials for students to 
explore freely. Students can leave comments and 
“like” or “rate” each post on the board, but most 
importantly, students have a platform 
to connect directly and safely to 
educators. This connection gives 
learners the opportunity to open a 
dialog and  
ask their questions, fostering a safe 
space for curiosity and growth.   
 

Padlet is a user-friendly resource for 
teachers and students. When I create 
and share a board, I know it will grow 
and change each day with questions, 
comments, and posts. Padlet offers a 
suite of protective features that bring 
even the  

 
 
wariest educator peace of mind. I know that my 
Padlet settings require each post to be approved 
before visible to other students, and I can control 
who has access to my boards as they are not 
searchable, students must have a link for access.  
A thoughtfully created Padlet can become a home 
for students that excel through self-guided 
discovery, and an eye-opening educational 
experience for teachers, offering us a glimpse into 
the incredible minds of curious students.  
 

Check out my Marine Mammal Padlet 
at: https://padlet.com/mendocoast/MarineMammals. 

 
 

 
 
 

I 
Photos and text by Katherine Gabrielson, Park Interpretive Specialist, California State 

Parks 
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Clark County Wetlands Park Successfully 

Pivots to Virtual Learning 
 

ot far from the 
raucous nightlife of 
the Las Vegas strip, 

one can find 2,900-acres of 
serenity and nature that is 
Clark County Wetlands Park.  
Wetlands Park is a lush oasis 
in the southeastern corner 
of the Mojave Desert where 
recycled water and runoff 
flow through the lowest part 
of the Las Vegas Valley known as the Las Vegas 
Wash. Offering more than 20 miles of trails for 
walking and biking, the preserve also offers four 
unique habitats for native plants and wildlife to 
flourish, including  ducks, geese, herons, egrets, 
coyotes, raccoons, bobcats, beavers and rabbits.  
 

Since 2001, Wetlands Park has been offering guided 
field trips to schoolchildren, more than 47,000 to 
date. In the traditional field trip format, volunteer 
education facilitators lead small groups in an all-
outdoor exploration of the nature preserve located 
at the west end of the park. With covid 19 
spreading across the globe last year, Clark County 
schools pivoted to distance learning and eliminated 
field trips.  
 
To respond to the changing needs of schoolchildren 
learning remotely, Wetlands Park developed a 
virtual field trip experience. The response has been 
overwhelming. In the first six weeks of the program, 
more than 3,700 students participated.  

The virtual field trip includes 
a video featuring a park 
naturalist exploring the 
park’s habitats -  aquatic, 
riparian, woodland 
mesquite, and desert scrub, 
and the animals that live 
there. Following the video, a 
certified interpretive guide 
engages students in a live 
online activity and  

             discussion.  
 

“It’s so great to be able to see the kids, even if it’s 
not in person,” said Education Assistant Kate. “They 
have the best questions.”  

 

The online format can’t replace an in-person visit.   
A child can’t experience all the sights, sounds, or 
smells, and they can’t feel the dirt path under their 
feet. However, during the virtual tour, students are 
transported away from their desks and chairs to a 
preserve where they can explore and learn about 
nature. The field trip also introduces the park to 
students whose schools may be too far away to 
visit. 
 
Wetlands Park staff looks forward to welcoming 
schools back when in-person guided field trips are 
possible, but will keep the online content available 
to support in-class learning wherever students may 
be. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

N 
By Crystalaura Jackson, Cultural Recreation Specialist  
Photos provided by Wetlands Park.  

 

Return to Main Page 



18 
 

 Sandhill Cranes 

ver 20,000 sandhill cranes wintered at 
Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area in 
Southeastern Arizona according to Arizona 

Game and Fish. 

 
Marshes are vital for sandhill cranes, Antigone 
canadensis,  because marshes provide a source of 
food and also protection against predators. 

These sandhill cranes are possibly a family group, 
with the two adults in the foreground. Their 
juvenile swallows something foraged from the 
subsurface. Sandhill cranes mate for life and stay 
with their mate year around. Their offspring stick 
close to their parents for the first 9 to 10 months. 
Watch and listen in the following Sandhill Crane 
video as the sandhill cranes take flight at 

Whitewater Draw late afternoon to rearrange 
themselves farther out into the water for the 
evening. Wading in the water at night provides 
protection against predators.  
 
Watching sandhill cranes one is momentarily taken 
out of time. The earliest sandhill crane fossil is 2.5 
million years old, found in Florida. Sandhill cranes 
can live over 36 years. If they are fortunate they will 
spend well over twenty years with their mate. 

 
 
Most of our sandhill cranes leave Arizona in March 
and early April and many are now en route to their 
summer breeding grounds in Canada, Alaska and 
Siberia. Godspeed.

 
 

O 

“Amid the endless mediocrity of the commonplace, 
a crane marsh holds a paleontological patent of 
nobility, won in the march of aeons . . . .”   
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac, pages 96-97. 
 

Text, Photos, and Vieography by Bob and Prudy Bowers, 
Arizona Game and Fish 

 

“Parachuting in for a landing” at Whitewater 
Draw.  Bob and Prudy Bowers 

 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/viewing/wheretogo/whitewater/
https://www.azgfd.com/wildlife/viewing/wheretogo/whitewater/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqh-DZwKyMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqh-DZwKyMc


19 
 

Will Spring Spring? 
 

020 was quite a year for everyone! Now that 
we’re in 2021 there’s a mixture of optimism 
and hesitation for us all as we hope for better 

things do come.  
   Here at Lava Beds National Monument, we are 
eagerly awaiting vegetation recovery in 
our wildfire-damaged landscape. The 
park was in as full of a swing as we 
could be during a pandemic the past 
July 2020. Throughout the pandemic 
Lava Beds had remained open, closing 
facilities like bathrooms, our 
campground and the visitor center. 
Shortly after Memorial Day those areas 
began to open, with our visitor center 
opening on June 1st.  Though we 
weren’t leading any interpretive 
programs we sold items in our 
bookstore, answered questions at our information 
desk and took fees. We also had an outside 
information table available on the weekends, roved 
the park and shared posts on our social media 
pages. Though the summer was a bit different, it 
was moving along and we were all figuring out our 
current normal. 
   On July 21st, a series of storms brought a 
significant amount of lightning to the area and 
ignited several fires, one in the southern part of the 
park on a cinder cone known as Caldwell Butte. By 

July 23rd, the fire proved to be one that wouldn’t 
be managed easily, and the decision was made to 
close the park. The fire ended up burning 80,000 
acres in and around the park, and Lava Beds was 
closed for three weeks. This fire video made by 

seasonal interpretive Ranger Kristen 
Henderson interviews park experts most 
actively involved in the fire, which overall 
had 1600 fire personnel who worked on 
the Caldwell Fire.     
    With 70% of the 47,000 acres of the 
park burned, 80% should see a full 
recovery according to our Fire 
Management Officer, Chris Orr. Just 

weeks after the fire vegetation was 
already growing, we spotted sprouts 
from bitter cherry shrubs and blazing 
stars flowers. This area receives most of 

its precipitation from winter snow fall, and though 
we haven’t gotten a great deal yet this year we 
have gotten some. The plants here are hearty and in 
volcanic soil that do not require as much water as 
other plants do. The water will hopefully also be 
better dispersed as areas that were overgrown with 
excessive Western Junipers, that do take quite a bit 
of water, were exposed to the Caldwell Fire. With a 
mixture of optimism and hesitation, we are hopeful 
that winter precipitation will bring vegetation again, 
and Spring will spring.

s we welcome spring, have you noticed your 
favorite songbirds returning and singing in 
your part of world? Or are you hearing and 

seeing fewer species than in years past? Perhaps 
you’ve read about the decline in bird populations 
across the US over the last 50 years—an estimated 
loss of nearly 3 billion birds since 1970 (Rosenberg 
et al in Science, Sept 2019). To help educate the 
public, a growing partnership of zoos and 
aquariums across the continent are working 
together in what is called the SAFE Songbird Project 

(SAFE = Saving Animals From Extinction). Contact 
your local zoo or aquarium and ask if they are 
partners in this effort. What are they doing to help 
promote songbirds at their facility? Planting more 
native plants, keeping cats indoors, preventing 
window strikes, and reducing pesticide use are just 
a few of the initiatives that SAFE Songbird is 
promoting. For more info, go to The Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology  or the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums. 

2 

A 

By Aimee Murillo, Interpretive Park Ranger; 
Lava Beds National Monument-Tulelake, CA 
 

Photo by Dave Hayes of a 
bitter cherry shrub with 
green leaves sprouting from 
the roots of a burnt shrub.  

 

By Rhana S. Paris 

 

Saving our Songbirds through Public Education 
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 Scholarship Opportunity 
By Rob Bixler, Seneca South Carolina 
 

ife in retirement is good! Time seems to move 
more slowly as I find mostly meaningful stuff 
to engage myself. As an introvert the Covid-19 

lock down has not bothered me much. Seems like I 
have been practicing the 
fine art of social isolation 
for many years. I am 
managing to do some 
writing and woodworking, 
but Covid-19 has limited 
me from starting the 
retiree-volunteer thing.  
 
After much thought about 
a legacy, Wren Smith at 
Bernheim Forest and I are 
establishing a scholarship 
fund at John C. Campbell 
Folk School . The 
scholarship will be 
launched in 2021 to provide professional 
development opportunities for interpretive 
naturalists working at local nature centers. Local 
nature centers struggle with getting even the 
minimum resources for staff training. Wren and I 
hope that the scholarship will help nature centers 

provide more diverse programming for their local 
communities. Tax deductible donations to the fund 
are welcome and can be mailed to the 
Development Director-Campbell Folk School, 

Bixler/Smith Scholarship, 
1 Folk School Road, 
Brasstown, NC, 28902.  
 
One great success this 
year has been the (non-
astringent) Asian 
persimmon trees in my 
backyard. Anyone in Zone 
7 or greater ought to get 
one of these. After just 
three years they produce 
many dozens of apple size 
bright orange fruit. The 
fruit is wonderful raw and 
makes the best dried fruit 

which retains its bright orange color. The trees do 
not require pollination and there are no pests so no 
need to spray them with pesticides. The tree is 
quite attractive when loaded with fruit.  
 
I hope everyone is having a great but safe year.  

 

 

Have you witnessed a fellow interpreter going above and beyond the call of 
duty? We are looking to recognize NAI members with these qualities on a 
monthly basis. The NAI Shining Star Award will highlight the amazing interpretive work being done by members, 
like you, all across NAI. This award is meant to highlight winners' efforts to the NAI interpretive community as 
well as the winners' supervisors and coworkers. 
 

To nominate someone for the NAI Shining Star Award email NAI Member Liaison Heather Manier 
at hmanier@interpnet.com with the following information: 

• Contact information of the nominee (name, title, site, work address, work email, and work phone). 

• Example(s) of how the nominee went above and beyond their routine duties. 

• Example(s) of how the nominee's action made a positive impact on visitors, resources, or NAI. 
These awards are independent of the NAI Professional Awards. 

 

 
 

L 

NAI Shining Star Award 

Asian Persimmon Tree 
Credit: Rob Bixler; Seneca, South Carolina 

 

Return to Main Page 

http://folkschool.org/
http://folkschool.org/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=hmanier@interpnet.com


21 
 

What Is It? ANSWER 
By John Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morel Mushrooms 
springtime favorite, this member of the fungus kingdom is highly prized for its flavor and elusiveness.  
There are three main types of morel mushrooms: black (Morchella elata), yellow (Morchella esculenta), 
and half-free (Morchella semilibera). While this is 

one of the easiest North American mushrooms to identify 
with its brain-like texture and hollow cap & stem, you 
should always be confident in your identification before 
eating ANY mushroom. Typically, morels are found in 
moist well drained south-facing forests consisting of ash, 
elm, or tulip trees. Occasionally, they are even found in 
lawns. Morels are always found on the ground and never 
on trees. Because these mushrooms are so highly prized, 
their location is rarely shared with others, including 
family members. Get out this spring and look for them. 
If you don’t eat them yourself, you can gain new 
friends by sharing them. More information can be 
found at the Mushroom Appreciation website. Enjoy this 
ephemeral staple of spring.  

 
 

A 

Tell Your Story 
 

 

Photo by John Miller 

Interpreters come from all walks of life, and we take all 

sorts of unique paths to this career. Our “Faces of NAI” 

video series will highlight the diversity of backgrounds, 

career paths, and interests represented in the field of 

interpretation. To see yourself featured in this series, 

which will be shared on social media and the NAI 

website, please send your video according to the 

following parameters to pcaputo@interpnet.com.  

Duration: 2 minutes 

Format: Digital video file such as .WMV, .MOV, and 

.MP4 (Phone cameras work well, but please shoot 

horizontally, not vertically—and be wary of the effects 

of wind on audio!) 

 

Please include the following: 
Your name, title, and place of work 
How you got into interpretation 
What the field has meant to you 
Anything else that makes your story 
unique! 

Credit: iStock 

Photo by John Miller 

 
 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.mushroom-appreciation.com/morel-mushrooms.html#sthash.UiUVD2wv.dpbs
https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Membership/Faces_of_NAI_videos/nai/_membership/Faces_of_NAI.aspx?hkey=2d491c04-77fb-494a-ab48-a037bd68e009
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=pcaputo@interpnet.com
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The Return of Cicadas 
By John Miller 
 
What do 17 years of April Showers bring? 
Brood X, sap-sucking, subterranean, shape 
shifting, red-eyed, boisterous, sex crazed 
teenagers which will invade your 
neighborhood this May! While this may 
sound like a new Hollywood horror movie, it 
is actually a natural synchronous mass 
emergence of the periodical cicadas that 
takes place every 17 years. Because this has 
not happened since 2004, it will take many 
people by surprise. By the way, cicadas are 
edible for birds, mammals, wasps, frogs, 
snakes, and humans. If you can get someone 
to eat a cicada, you are good! 
  
To learn more about this year’s periodic 
cicadas and the map of states where Brood X 
will emerge, here are three resources: Cicada 
Mania,  US Forest Service Broods Map,  and 
Cicada Brood X News.  
 

April Fools fun Puns   
To get ready for the unofficial holiday known as April Fool’s Day, here are some nature-related puns to help 
you share in this annual event.  These are from numerous sources. 

• Earth without art is “Eh”. 

• What side of a tree does moss grow on? The outside! 

• Why is the morel mushroom so popular? It is a real fungi. 

• Researchers have found an extremely easy way to tell the sex ants. Those ants that sink are girls; those 
that don’t are buoyant(s). 

• What do you call a pig with laryngitis? Disgruntled. 

• Why do bees stay in their hives during winter? Swarm. 

• Never buy flowers from a monk; Only you can prevent florist friars. 

• Ancient mystery solved: Why is one side of a flying flock of geese longer than the other side. . . there are 
more geese on that longer side. 

• I got over my addiction to chocolate, marshmallows, and nuts. I won’t lie, it was a rocky road. 

• I’ve started telling everyone about the benefits of eating dried grapes. It’s all about raisin awareness. 

• What do you call a beautiful turtle? Scute! 

• What did the ground say to the earthquake? You crack me up. 
 

Remember that with great puns comes great responsibility! 

 

by John Miller 

Return to Main Page 

https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/periodical-cicada-brood-x-10-will-emerge-in-15-states-in-2021/
https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/periodical-cicada-brood-x-10-will-emerge-in-15-states-in-2021/
https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/docs/CicadaBroodStaticMap.pdf
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/01/26/brood-x-cicadas-reemerge-across-country-first-time-17-years/4259582001/

