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From the Trail  
Mary Loan, Director 

 

 don’t know about you, but I love going to craft fairs.  I love to see the 
variety of hand-made items and the creativity of the artists.  And there is 
usually a surprise or two at every craft fair that I attend, which is great.  I 

try to support them as best as I can.  
 

The creativity I see at these fairs often reminds me of interpreters.  In fact, I often see things at 
these fairs that make me wonder “I might be able to use that for a program…”  How many 
times have we ALL taken something—anything—and used it as a learning tool in one of our 
programs?  We have a knack for taking the “ordinary” and making it something that amazes 
our visitors.  That’s what makes us interpreters!  And I am grateful to every interpreter I know 
for everything you have taught me. 
 
Recently I was given a great hand towel that my sister found at a Farmer’s Market that she 
runs (thanks Sis, for doing that each week!).  It’s a great towel and just what I needed for work.  
The only thing I noticed is that the design on the fabric is a little bit off; it’s not centered, so 
some of the pictures are cut right through the middle.  The pattern was followed, but visually it 
isn’t perfect.  It certainly doesn’t take away from the usefulness of the towel, but it made me 
think about interpreters and how we are taught a “pattern” to use for our programs.   
 
The training that we receive as new interpreters is very 
important and valuable.  I have met some interpreters 
who are naturals—we all are, at least a little bit, or we 
wouldn’t do this job—who can jump right into giving a 
program, but we all benefit from training, and at all levels 
of our career.  But I wonder if sometimes the “standard 
training” that we receive lulls us into thinking only within 
that box.  We’ve all had those moments where we think 
“that would be a fun thing to add to my program, but 
maybe it’s a little weird?”   
 
But with all the creativity in our group I hate to see us reject outside-the-box ideas.  Try those 
weird ideas.  Feel that inspiration.  Be a little crazy!  Our creativity feeds our enthusiasm which 
in turn feeds our visitors’ interest and enthusiasm.  And, isn’t that what we are really just trying 
to do—keep the visitors interested?   
 
I just want to encourage us all to keep using our Fundamentals but don’t forget those other 
ideas.  Keep using that creativity!! Keep being the fabulous Interpreters that you are!! 
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NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section 

Thomas Say Awards Program 

2020 

OPEN NOW! 
 

 
eing an American naturalist during the eighteenth and nineteenth century 
required skill, intelligence, determination, support, and some luck. Self-taught 
naturalist Thomas Say (1787-1834), who identified more than 1,500 species of 

insects and animals unique to North America (including the coyote), was one of these 
brave naturalists who helped blaze a trail for future naturalists. This award program is 
named in his honor, as are numerous species such as Say’s phoebe, Sayornis saya. He 
represents innovation, commitment, and a passion to contribute to science. 
 
Through this awards program, we strive to honor naturalists who have demonstrated 
the highest accomplishments of our profession and have inspired greater 
understanding, awareness, and stewardship of our natural resources. Nominees must 
be NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section members. It does take a little time to prepare a 
good nomination and put it together with accurate information and clear details. 
However, the results last a lifetime.  
 
These awards of excellence not only provide much deserved recognition for our fellow 
section members, but they also bring to the attention of administrators that they have 
outstanding employees, whose abilities and talents are recognized by other outside 
professional individuals and organizations. And, at times, it helps sway agencies and 
their budgets to be able to send these award recipients to the conference to receive the 
award in front of their peers. 
 
It is now YOUR turn to make the effort and nominate someone (or something). The 
awards for 2020 are going to be given during the annual section meeting during the NAI 
national conference November 10-14 in St. Augustine, Florida. 
 
The award nomination information can be found at http://naiinsection.wordpress.com. 
So choose a nominee, download the forms, and get the process started today. The 
deadline for nominations is August 15, 2020. Send nominations to Awards Chair Lori 
Spencer, bflyspencer8@gmail.com.   
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Safe Passage Research 
By Ranger Steve Mueller 

or research, education, and interpretation I 
have a salvage/research permit for dead birds 
issued by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and 

the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. I 
work with various scientists and organizations to 
make valuable use of the individuals found dead. 
When I was director at the Howard Christensen 
Nature Center and then the Wittenbach/Wege Agri-
science and Environmental Education Center, we 
displayed many of the birds and viewing access 
continues for visitors. Many were used when I 
taught ornithology at Grand Rapids Community 
College. We developed a valuable interpretive 
collection.  
 
Over the past 
decades, nearly 1800 
animals have been 
salvaged and listed on 
my permit. Annual 
reports must be filed 
for birds handled. It is 
not legal to collect 
birds or feathers of 
nongame birds 
without a permit. A 
research project coordinated by 
Linnea Rowse from Michigan 
Audubon in association with Michigan State 
University professors uses salvage data to quantify 
how many birds and what species die by colliding 
with buildings on the MSU’s campus and in Lansing. 
Table 1 summarizes the species list with numbers 
for the two years since we began the “Safe Passage 
Research”. In 2019 we expanded to include Grand 
Rapids. I have not comingled Grand Rapids data but 
an Eastern Whip-poor-will was added to the species 
list and is not included in the Table. 
 
It has been known for decades that birds die by 
flying into objects on migration. Researchers have 
gone to radio towers after a foggy night and 
collected hundreds of birds that died by hitting 
towers or guy wires. Lights on the towers attract 
birds and in fog they get trapped by the lights and 
fly in circles around the tower. At some point many 
die hitting the wires, the tower, or become 
exhausted and drop. Changing from lights that 

were on continuously to blinking lights became a 
life saver for birds by allowing many to escape the 
light trap. 
 
The death traps have increased because cell towers 
have proliferated to meet our convenience for 
phones and other communication. Many birds 
migrate above forest treetops rather than at high 
elevations. Migration over cities presents a hazard 
when birds are attracted by window lights. They 
approach the buildings and especially on foggy 
nights or during low cloud cover do not see the 
building in time to avoid flying into it.  

 
After they fall to the 
ground, college 
students listed on my 
permit as sub-
permittees are 
assigned to collect 
dead birds. During the 
past two years during 
migration, 77 species 
have been salvaged 
with numbers 
recorded for each 

species. Our research provides 
limited information for how 

many birds die. Heather Good reported in the 
Michigan Audubon Jack Pine Warbler magazine that 
birds in the United States and Canada have declined 
by 3 billion or 29% over the past 50 years.  
 
Many of the deaths can be prevented. Careful 
placement of towers away from prime migration 
routes can be effective. Turning building lights off 
above the second floor or closing blinds to block 
light helps save lives. Both practices save us money 
on utility bills while benefiting birds.  
 

Noting that birds die by hitting buildings, cell 
towers, or windows without keeping numbers is 
what scientists refer to as qualitative data. It does 
not document how many die. Our “Safe Passage 
Research” focus provides quantitative data by 
recording numbers to help us understand how 
many birds are lost to collisions.  
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Table 1: Salvage data to quantify how many birds and what species die by colliding                                             
with buildings on the MSU’s campus and in Lansing 

 

    SPECIES                       Number  SPECIES           Number            SPECIES                        Number 

 

The “Safe Passage Research” helps us understand 
one aspect of bird declines. Some building collision 
data are not included in our study. A Ruffed Grouse 
was flying around our home and after flying in front 
of the house, it turned the corner by the kitchen to 
go around the house. It discovered too late it was a 
recessed porch entry, could not stop, and hit the 
house causing death. It has been 22 years since, but 
I still mourn its death. Many of us have birds die 
when they hit house windows. These data are not 
included in our study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Review Table 1 to see the variety of birds that 
collide with tall urban buildings. The numbers for 
species might represent a relative abundance for 
species or migration routes. There are things we 
can do to help curb bird declines by implementing 
“safe passage” practices that help birds survive in 
their nature niches.  
 
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can 
be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at 
odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook Nature 
Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or call 616-696-1753. 

 
 
 

 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 4 

House Sparrow 4 

Magnolia Warbler 4 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 4 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak  4 

Sora 4 

White-breasted Nuthatch 4 

Wilson's Warbler 4 

Black-and-white Warbler 3 

Brown Creeper 3 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 3 

Palm Warbler 3 

Red-breasted Nuthatch  3 

Sparrow species 3 

Wood Thrush 3 

Empidonax Flycatcher 2 

Fox Sparrow 2 

House Wren 2 

Indigo Bunting 2 

Lincoln's Sparrow 2 

Northern Cardinal 2 

Pine Warbler 2 

Swainson’s Thrush  2 

Swamp Sparrow 2 

Tufted Titmouse 2 

Warbler sp. 2 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 2 

Black-capped Chickadee 1 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 1 

Blue-headed Vireo 1 

Blue-winged Warbler 1 

Cape May Warbler 1 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 

Chimney Swift 1 

Common Grackle 1 

Downy Woodpecker 1 

Eastern Phoebe 1 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 1 

Grasshopper Sparrow 1 

Hermit Thrush 1 

Horned Grebe 1 

Killdeer 1 

Kinglet species 1 

Orange-crowned Warbler 1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 1 

Red-headed Woodpecker 1 

Red-winged Blackbird  1 

Virginia Rail 1 

Wilson's Snipe 1 

Yellow Warbler 1 

Yellow-throated Vireo 1 

White-throated Sparrow 18 

Common Yellowthroat 17 

Unknown due to poor remnants 15 

Nashville Warbler 14 

Tennessee Warbler 13 

Mourning Dove 10 

Cedar Waxwing 9 

Dark-eyed Junco 9 

Rock Pigeon 9 

American Woodcock 8 

American Robin 7 

European Starling 7 

Northern Flicker 7 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 7 

Bay-breasted Warbler 6 

Gray Catbird 6 

Ovenbird 6 

Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird 

6 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 6 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler 

5 

House Finch 5 

Song Sparrow 5 

American Goldfinch 4 

Blackpoll Warbler 4 

Brown Thrasher 4 
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Companion 
Poem by Luiza McKaughan 

 

Barren branches begin  
to sprout sprigs  
of greenness. 
 

usually a welcome sight 
 

but this year 
a melancholy sign of spring 
 

for my constant companion 
 

these last months. 
 

A friendly face in the desert 
willow outside my window. 
 

In the Chihuahuan Desert 
with its scant few inches of 
rain a year the desert willow manages a scrubby bush in the washes. 
 

Here in the Sonoran Desert where rain hits the double digits 
the desert willow raises its head over two stories high 
 

each day I enjoy our time together. 
 

Covid-19 vs Corvid-19 (Humor) 
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Corona virus is COVID-19, not 

CORVID-19. A corvid is a member 

of the crow family. 

19 crows are probably not 

gathering to kill you. 

But if they are...                               

it’s truly a murder. 

Corona Virus Anagrams 

The following are humorous anagrams 

of words “Corona Virus”: 

Carnivorous (wrong on so many levels) 

Our Iron Vacs I Savor Corn, U? 

Sour Vino Car  Our Visor Can 

Various Corn Sour Acorn VI (6) 

Sour Corvina Urn or Ovisac  
Crow art credit: ClipartKey 



News and Ideas 
Click on the title link to read the full article. 

 

NAI Corona Virus Information 
 
Corona Virus Facts (CDC)  
 
Earth Day 2020 
 
Earth Day 50th Anniversary 
 
White Nose Syndrome – Good News 
 
2020 Year of the Turtle (Turtle Survival Alliance) 
 
2020 Year of the Turtle (Tennessee Aquarium) 
 
Wombat Scat (Square Peg in a Round Hole?)  
 
 

April Fool’s Day Activity and Stories 
 
Sewer Lice 
 
John James Audubon the Prankster Naturalist 
 

Strange Animal Names (Smithsonian)  
 

More Strange Animal Names (Australian Geographic)  
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https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/nai/_About/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/summary.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsummary.html
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-2020/
https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-50th-anniversary/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-59797-4
https://turtlesurvival.org/2020-the-year-of-the-turtle-saving-turtles-together/
https://www.tnaqua.org/yearoftheturtle/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2018/11/wombat-poop-cube-why-is-it-square-shaped/
https://msanader23.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/sewer-lice-flinn.pdf
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/audubon-pranked-fellow-naturalist-making-fake-rodents-180958907/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/the-worlds-strangest-scientific-names-14139154/
https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2014/03/funniest-species-names/

