
  

Registration Packet 



Welcome to Arkansas! This workshop originated as the result of the member survey from 

two years ago. Feedback communicated to us that members “would like a workshop in late 

summer” in the “Midwest.” What better place to have a conference for naturalists than the 

Natural State? A conference is a valuable member service, and this is a great way for 

naturalists to meet, connect, share, and obtain valuable training and learn best practices to 

take back to their own sites and personnel. Remember, too, that this workshop counts 20 

hours toward CIG, CHI, or other certification hours you might need. 

 

We are excited to offer the first-ever NAI 

Interpretive Naturalist Workshop! Inside this 

registration packet, you’ll see results of the 

hard work of the workshop committee has 

made providing a great conference for you! We 

also have several sponsors already, such as 

Acorn Naturalists, who have sponsored the 

Naturalists’ Quiz with gift certificates for 1
st
, 

2
nd

, and 3
rd

 place. 

 

In attending this workshop, you have the 

opportunity to participate in several pre-

workshops, field trips, and “stay on track” options in addition to concurrent sessions. We 

have something special scheduled each evening! Monday night is a picnic in the park’s 

pavilion with a “character contest” afterward, and a lively auction Tuesday evening, which 

includes dinner. This year, the Thomas Say Awards will be given during the awards banquet 

Wednesday night of the workshop, which includes a keynote concert from the duo “Still on 

the Hill.” 

 

Have you ever been to Arkansas? It’s much cooler on Arkansas’s highest point, even in 

August! Birds, butterflies, flowers, even bears may be wandering around the park during this 

week. Historically and presently, the cooler temperatures attract both wildlife and tourists.  

 

I look forward to 

showing you our 

state, beautiful 

Arkansas State 

Parks, and 

meeting you!  

 

Lori Spencer, 

Workshop Chair 

and Section 

Director 

  



NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section Workshop 
Tentative Schedule Overview 

“A Natural State of Mind” 
August 2-5, 2015 

Sunday, August  2: 

Preworkshops 

1:00-6:00 p.m. Registration Open (Preconference Area) 

  Dinner on Your Own 

7:00-9:00 p.m. Opening Reception in Lodge Banquet Hall:  Welcome, Introduction to the Park, 

Pretzel Bar (Sponsored by the Arkansas Game and Fish Foundation)  

9:00-11:00 p.m. Hospitality Room Open (Tanager Room) 

Monday, August 3: 

7:00 a.m. Registration Open, coffee available (Prefunction Area) 

8:00-9:30 a.m. Breakfast  Red Admiral Room, featuring Keynote Speaker Richard Davies, 

Executive Director of Arkansas Parks and Tourism  

9:45 a.m. Morning Concurrent Sessions (Sparrow, Diana, Monarch, outside)  

  Break 

12:00 p.m. Lunch  (Red Admiral Room) 

1:00-2:30 p.m. Naturalist Quiz in Banquet Hall (Sponsored by Acorn Naturalists:  

Gift Certificates for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Place) 

Time to explore the park and facilities on your own  

6:00 p.m. Party in the Pavilion: Dinner and Conference T-shirt Screen Printing  

  (bring your own tee-shirt) 

7:30 p.m. Character Contest: Greenfield Picnic Area or Visitor Center Auditorium 

9:00-11:00 p.m. Hospitality Room Open (Tanager) 

Tuesday, August 4 

Continental Breakfast Available in Red Admiral Room (included in conference fee) 

Field Trips and “Stay on Track” Options 

6:00 p.m. Silent Auction begins in Lodge Banquet Hall 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cash bar available 

6:30 p.m. Dinner in Lodge Banquet Hall 



7:30 p.m. Live Auction Begins, Silent Auction Continues 

8:30 p.m. Silent and Live Auctions End, Checkout 

9:00-11:30 p.m. Hospitality Room Open (Tanager) 

Wednesday, August 5 

Breakfast on your own 

7:00 a.m. Registration Open 

8:00 a.m. Vendors/Exhibits in pre-function area, Poster Session in Hearth Room 

Morning Concurrent Sessions (Sparrow, Diana, Monarch, outside) 

12:00 p.m. Business Meeting Lunch (Lodge Banquet Hall) 

Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (Sparrow, Diana, outside) 

6:00 p.m.  Thomas Say Awards Banquet, featuring keynote concert by Still on the Hill  

 (Lodge Banquet Hall), banquet included in conference fee) 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cash bar available 

9:00-11:30 p.m. Hospitality Room Open (Tanager)

 

  



Sunday, August 2: 

 
Preworkshops 

 

Project Learning Tree – Project WET – Project WILD workshop 
8 am to 4:30 pm   (Min 15/ Max 25)  $10 fee 
Participants will receive training in three internationally recognized environmental education 
programs - Project Learning Tree, Project WILD, and Project WET.  This curriculum is a respected and 
proven environmental education curriculum that is approved by the Arkansas Department of 
Education for 8 hours of professional development credit. 
Each participant will receive 4 curriculum guides (a $70 value) containing hundreds of hands-on, 
interdisciplinary activities correlated to state and national education frameworks.  
Join us for this fun and educational day and learn how to implement these activities into your own 
classroom, camp, or educational program. Participants must stay for the full 8 hour training in order 
to receive the curriculum guides and the 8 hours of PD.  No partial credit will be given. 
Space is limited and registrations are taken on a first-received first-reserved basis.  Please consider 
your registration as a commitment to attend. If you cannot attend please cancel your reservation to 
allow others the opportunity. 
 

Flying Wild -- Birding in the field 
9 am to 3 pm  (Min 15/ Max 25)  $10 fee 
Birding in the Field -- Wildlife Field experiences for the classroom 
This workshop will include an emphasis on bird biology and habitat, birding techniques, field 
experiences, citizen science, technology, investigative activities and schoolyard biodiversity.  
Participants will receive Flying WILD guide containing activities, information about Arkansas’s 
wildlife resources, and six hours of professional development. 
 

Leopold Education Project 
9 am to 3 pm  (Min 15/ Max 25)  $45 fee 
The Leopold Education Project (LEP) is an interdisciplinary, critical thinking, conservation and 
environmental education curriculum based on the classic “A Sand County Almanac” by Aldo 
Leopold.  LEP teaches about humanity’s ties to the natural environment in the effort to conserve 
and protect earth's natural resources. It is the educational outreach program for The Aldo Leopold 
Foundation. Leopold's writings are both sound science and excellent literature, making them an 
outstanding tool for meaningful environmental education. The curriculum encourages flexibility, 
creativity, and experimentation in using the lessons in a variety of subject matter areas. It uses 
hands-on critical thinking activities to not only teach students about nature and conservation but to 
instill what Leopold called a “land ethic,” an appreciation of and respect for the land. 
Participants will receive Exploring the Outdoors CD, A Sand County Almanac, CD of additional 
activities, Certificate of Completion, A free 1 year membership to the Aldo Leopold Foundation, and 
more. 
Six hours ADE professional development. 
You MUST complete all six hours to be certified and to receive curricula. 
 



Biology Bits 
1pm to 4:30 pm   $10 fee 
1-2 pm – FrogWatch 
Learn about the Association of Zoos and Aquarium’s flagship citizen science program – Frog Watch 
USA.  Arkansas Regional Coordinator, Tom Krohn, will explain what Frog Watch is and how the 
program trains volunteers to monitor frogs and toads through call recognition. 
3:30-4:30 – Bats 
AGFC’s Nongame mammal biologist Blake Sasse will discuss bat ecology, common Arkansas bats, 
rules and regulations regarding nuisance wildlife control, safety and specific bat exclusion methods. 
 



 
Tuesday, August 4: 
 

STAY ON TRACK 
AT 

MOUNT MAGAZINE STATE PARK 
 
On Tuesday, you have a lot of options to connect with the park and your fellow naturalists. One 
option is to stay in the park to receive invaluable training in one of these subjects, and “stay on 
track” with best practices in natural heritage interpretation. Be sure to rank them on the registration 
form.  
 

GUIDED 
 

Interpretive Hike 
Meet in the lodge lobby at 9 a.m.; 2 hours 
Fee: Free 
Enjoy an easy walk with a park interpreter as he helps you to explore natural resources that are 
unique to Mount Magazine. See plants that are rarely found anywhere else in Arkansas. Enjoy 
spectacular scenery.  
 

Volunteer Trail Project 
Meet in the lodge lobby at 9 a.m.; work for as long as 
you want. 
Fee: Free 
As you probably know, hiking trails are always in need 
of repairs and maintenance. The Signal Hill Trail to the 
highpoint is no exception. Diverting water off the trail is 
an issue here. Help clean out and reset old water bars 
and perhaps install a few new ones. Tools will be 
available.  
 
 



Making Park Memories with Photography 
Meeting time and place to be announced, likely sunrise 
Fee: Free 
Some of the best memories are brought back seeing an image from the past. Meet Petit Jean State 
Park Interpreter BT Jones to go over some outdoor photography basics and to explore ideas for 
incorporating photography into park programs. Bring along your best camera (and owner’s manual) 
if you have these. Dress is casual. 
 

Harvest Basket Kit 
Meet at the visitor center at 8:30 a.m.; class is 3-4 hours.  
Fee: $20 and that covers all materials as well as instruction and use of tools.  
Join a park interpreter to weave a rectangular basket with an 8”x10” base and a 10” wooden handle. 
This is a great basket for beginners, but is still large enough to be useful in your home or office.  
No minimum number, but a maximum of 11.  
 

Insect Collections for Fun and Non-Profit 
Meet at the Children’s Wildlife Garden at the lodge at 9 a.m.; class is 3 hours 
Fee: $10, and that covers materials and handouts.  
The insect collection at the visitor center is an invaluable tool for educating the public. Learn to 
make an insect collection for your site with an entomologist. Collection basics, pinning, mounting, 
and curation will be covered. You will also have an opportunity to pin some insects, too.  
Minimum of two, maximum of 10.  
 
 

ON YOUR OWN 
 

Hiking 
The park has 14 miles of hiking trails visiting a variety of habitats. Take this opportunity to hike up to 
the highest point in Arkansas. Look down into Bear Hollow, a virgin hardwood forest. Enjoy great 
scenery and solitude. Pick up a trail brochure to plan loop routes of various lengths. 
 
 

Birding 
One claim to fame for Mount Magazine is the only known Arkansas and eastern most population of 
Rufous-crowned Sparrows. So if you want it for a state or life list, this is the place to search. The 
population is very low. They have been found below the lodge and cabins, especially near the hang 
glider launch. Expect to see woodland songbirds like Ovenbirds, Indigo Buntings, Scarlet Tanagers, 
and more. Binoculars are available.   
 

 

  



Field Trips 
 

Half Day Tours 
 

Mt. Nebo State Park Hiking and History Tour,  

8am-1pm. $25 Fee, Minimum 4, Maximum 8 
Rising 1,350 feet, Mount Nebo offers sweeping views of the Arkansas River Valley. In 1933, a portion 
of the mountain was chosen as a park site. Native stone and logs from Mount Nebo were used by 

the Civilian Conservation Corps to construct many of 
the park's bridges, trails, rustic-style cabins, and 
pavilions.  
On your trip you will join a Park Interpreter for a 
hike along a breathtaking section of the Rim Trail, 
one of the many trails the encircle Mount Nebo 
State Park. Along the way you will enjoy beautiful 
views of the valley below, and you may also discover 
some of Mount Nebo’s history and wildlife along the 
trail on your way to Lover’s Leap, one of the best 
views on the mountain.  You will hike a short 
distance more and visit the Cornwell House. Built in 

1891, the house now offers a glimpse into history. It showcases pre-CCC up to CCC history of the 
mountain. From the Cornwell House you will get to visit the large CCC Pavilion and eat lunch. We 
will meet at the visitor center, total hiking distance will be about 1 mile there will be a few steps to 
climb and rough ground to hike, but nothing too strenuous. It will be hot! Be sure to carry drinking 
water. 
 

Birding Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge  
6:30am- 12pm. $25 Fee, Minimum 4, Maximum 8 
Holla Bend National Wildlife Refuge is 
approximately 7,000 acres of fields, bottomland 
forest, and water situated in an oxbow of the 
Arkansas River. The refuge was established in 1957, 
its primary purpose is to be a resting place for 
migratory birds. Its location along the Mississippi 
Flyway makes it a prime location for winter ducks 
and geese, as well as spring and fall migrants. Spring 
brings lots of migratory songbirds, such as vireos, 
warblers, and buntings, some stay for just a short 
time and others use the refuge for a nesting site. 
The open water areas attract herons, egrets, as well 
as other wading birds, and alligators. You will get to see the beauty this refuge has to offer during 
this half day birding trip. There will be plenty of walking so wear comfortable shoes and of course 
don’t forget your binoculars.  
 
 



Full Day Tours 
 

Kayaking Lake Dardanelle 
8am- 3p.m. $35 Fee, Minimum 4, Maximum 8 
Lake Dardanelle State Park 
What is now a sprawling 34,300-acre reservoir known as Lake Dardanelle was once only the 
Arkansas River a life source to the plants and wildlife, as well as the Native Americans and settlers 
who migrated here…One river many voices. You too can share this legacy; you can paddle this river 
like so many before. As you paddle to your lunch destination you will learn about the area’s history 
and catch a glimpse of some of the wildlife in the area. After having lunch by the side of the lake you 
will head back to the visitor center to see the live fish feeding in our 8,000 gallon aquariums, and 
explore the exhibits.  Wear shoes and clothes to get wet in. Don’t forget your sunscreen and water.  
 

Janet Huckabee River Valley Nature Center 
7:30am- 4pm. $25 Fee, Minimum 4, Maximum 8 
The Janet Huckabee Arkansas River 
Valley Nature Center sits on 170 
acres of land in Fort Smith that 
were previously part of Fort 
Chaffee, the center focuses on the 
wide variety of animals and birds 
that call the area home. The 
building overlooks Wells Lake, a 
popular local fishing and picnicking 
destination! While many visitors 
come to the center for the interesting exhibits inside, just as many find the trails, native plants on 
the grounds and canoeing or fishing in the lake just as enjoyable. While here you will get to try your 
luck at fishing, explore the center and see if you are on target in their archery range.  
 

Boating/Hiking Lake Ft. Smith 
7am -4pm. $35 Fee, Minimum 4, Maximum 8 
Lake Fort Smith State Park 
Nestled in a scenic valley of the Boston Mountain Range of the Ozark Mountains, Lake Fort Smith 
State Park is on the western side of 1,400-acre Lake Fort Smith. Here you can enjoy outdoor 

adventures including camping, fishing, kayaking, 
swimming, mountain biking, hiking, and nature 
study. While visiting the park you will get to hike a 
section of the new 4.1 mile Boston Mountain Trail. 
You will get to have lunch before boarding the 
parks tours boat and taking a cruise around 
beautiful Lake Fort Smith. After your cruise you 
will get explore the park's 8,000-square-foot 
visitor center that includes a log cabin, covered 
wagon, re-created Shepherd Spring, and a 
diorama of the lake. 
  



Thomas Say Awards Banquet 
 
Wednesday, August 5 
6 p.m., Lodge Banquet Hall 
 
Being an American naturalist during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth century 
required skill, intelligence, 
determination, support, and some luck. 
Self-taught naturalist Thomas Say (1787-
1834), who identified more than 1,500 
species of insects and animals unique to 
North America (including the coyote), 
was one of these brave naturalists who 
helped blaze a trail for future naturalists. 
This new award program is named in his 
honor, as are numerous species such as 
Say’s phoebe, Sayornis saya. He 
represents innovation, commitment, and 
a passion to contribute to science. 
 
In the third year of this awards program, 
we strive to honor naturalists who have 
demonstrated the highest 
accomplishments of our profession and 
have inspired greater understanding, awareness, and stewardship of our natural resources. 
Nominees have to be NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section members. It does take a little time to 
prepare a good nomination and put it together with accurate information and clear details. 
However, the results last a lifetime.  
 
These awards of excellence not only provide much deserved recognition for our fellow section 
members, but they also bring to the attention of administrators that they have outstanding 
employees, whose abilities and talents are recognized by other outside professional individuals and 

organizations. And, at times, it helps sway agencies 
and their budgets to be able to send these award 
recipients to the conference to receive the award in 
front of their peers. 
 
This evening we celebrate the achievements of our 
fellow naturalists during the awards banquet, serving 
as the conclusion of the inaugural NAI IN Section 
Workshop.  
 
Cash bar available 6-8 p.m.  



NAI Interpretive Naturalist Section Member Services Auction 
 
Auctions to benefit members is an NAI tradition. This the first auction for the NAI Interpretive 
Naturalist Section, and funds raised will be used for member services such as scholarships to the NAI 
National Conference, mini-grant program, and Thomas Say Awards Program. In order to send more 
members for professional development, we first have to raise the money!  
 
There are a lot of talented members in this section, and almost anything of handmade and 
interpretive value can be donated for this auction. In fact, several items have already been collected, 
such as a $150 gift certificate from Acorn Naturalists! Do you have new or gently used clothing or 
gear that may be of interest to a fellow interpretive naturalist? Do you knit, crochet, make jewelry, 
knives, or have you written a book? All of these would make wonderful donations. We have it on 
good authority that handmade baskets, scarves, hats, and other wonderful items are being made 
just for this auction…. 
 
The silent auction and dinner begin at 6 p.m., and live begins at 7:30. A cash bar is available from 6-8 
p.m. Dinner is included in the registration fee. You may checkout with your treasures with cash, 
check, or credit card.  

We are placing an auction form online so you can download it now to save time during registration, 
and if you are unable to attend but want to contribute, you can! 

Awards Banquet Keynote:  

Still on the Hill, Folkgrass Duo of the Ozarks 

As we conclude our conference, not only will we celebrate the best in our profession, we will also 
learn from two of the best naturalists/songwriters/performers in Arkansas! Birding experts, Kelly 
and Donna Mulhollan, aka Still on the Hill, will cap off a week of training with their own style of 
natural heritage interpretation.  

Many writers have tried to describe Still on the 
Hill but no one has captured their essence 
more eloquently than Julie Koehler, review 
editor for Bluegrass Now: 

"These musicians have grafted the 
wild climbing vines of bluegrass, folk, 
classical and mountain music onto the 
hardiest of Ozark rootstock. The result 
is a yet-to-be-named hybrid music that 
compels people to stop and listen, to pause in their hectic lives and pay attention to 
something they've never heard before. It's magic, and there's simply not enough 
magic in the world today. 



Visually, Still on the Hill is full of color and motion: they command their instruments 
with power and grace, producing a sound that is both fresh and ancient at the same 
time. Lyrically, their original material is packed with new ideas, social awareness and 
a level of intellect and consciousness that's seldom found in contemporary tunes. 

Still on the Hill are consummate professionals, whether they're performing for an 
audience of one or for thousands. Their high-energy seems to emerge from 
somewhere deep inside their souls. They play music for only one reason: it's a spark, 
or maybe a raging bonfire, inside each of them that has to come out. It's something 
that's shared just as easily with a large festival audience as it would be with a quiet 
Ozark Forest." - Julie Koehler, Bluegrass Now  

Still on the Hill has proved itself a favorite at many prestigious festivals and venues here and abroad, 
including the Kerrville Folk Festival, the Philadelphia Folk Festival and countless others. Their own 
region, the Ozarks, has voted them "Best Folk Band” for 4 years and they are now members of the 
Hall of Fame. 

Check out their website at www.stillonthehill.com for more information. 

 

2015 NAI Interpretive Naturalists Section Workshop Committee: 
 
Workshop Chair/Member Services Auction: Lori Spencer, e-mail: bflyspencer8@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair/Naturalists Quiz: Don Simons, e-mail: Don.Simons@arkansas.gov 

Preworkshops: Susan Adkins, email: Susan.Adkins@arkansas.gov 

Registration: Ken Forman, e-mail: Ken.Forman@agfc.ar.gov 

Registration (Goody) Bags: Heather Runyan, e-mail: Heather.Runyan@arkansas.gov 

Volunteers: Tara Gillanders, e-mail: Tara.Gillanders@arkansas.gov 

Programs: Adam Leslie, e-mail: Adam.Leslie@arkansas.gov 

Field Trips: Sasha Bowles:  e-mail: Sasha.Bowles@arkansas.gov 

Hospitality: Adrianne Johnson; e-mail: ajohnson@girlscoutsdiamonds.org 

Additional committee members:  
Ralph Weber, AR Master Naturalist 
John Miller, Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
Matthew Kantola, Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources 
Shelley Flanary, Arkansas State Parks 

 

 

http://www.stillonthehill.com/

